
King visits the Public 
Security Department 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Smunlay caUed at cbe Public Security Depanment 
(PSD) where he was received by its Director General 
Nasoiih Muhieddio and PSD senior ofGcers. King 
Hussein was briefed by PSD Assistant for Traffic 
Affairs Abdul Raouf Hussein on the services offered 
to the cidz^ as well as die latest studies on traffic 
accidents in Jordan which were prepared by the PSD. 
The King was also briefed on Ae future projects to 
expand and develop the traffic institute to offer better 
services for the PSD cadres through training them. 
General Muhieddin presented King Hussein with a 
gift on the occasion of his 62 birthday. 
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Joint U.S.-EU statement 
on Mideast in the works 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. and European Union 
officials are woridng on a joint statement on the situ- 
ation in the Middle EasL Luxembourg Foreign Minis- 
ter Jacques Poos said Friday. “We are woridng on a 
common declaration on the Middle East. We will con- 
sider the publication of this declaration,” after meet- 
ings among U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, Mr. Poos said 
(See separate story Mr. Poos, who holds the rotat- 
ing EU presidency, made his comments after the bian- 
nual U.S.-EU summit Friday. Mr. Poos also said he 
wanted “beder coordination” between Europe and the 
United States on the Middle East. “If both speak with 
one word, this will be felt as a strong signal.” he said. 
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' King calls at Armed 
. Forces Headquarters 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
.. Saturday called at the 
Armed Forces Headquar- 
ters where he was received 
by Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs-of-Staff Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
Kaabneh and senior Armed 
-f. Forces officers. The King 
and Field Marshal Mirai 
discussed issues of concern 
to the Aimed Forces. 

Thtaristan PM 
visits Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra; — Prime 
Minister of Taiaristan Farid 
” Kbairallah Mohammad 

■ airived in Amman Saturday 

on a several-day officii 
V ' visit during which he will 

, ' convey a message to His 
Majesty King Hussein 
from president of Tataris- 
lan. Mohammad was 
received at Amman Aiiport 
' ' ■ ' by Prime Minster AMul 

Salam Majali and his Cabi- 

• net members. 

Israel launches 
air raid against 
HizboUafa targets 

SIDON (AFP) — Israeli 
warplanes on Saturday 
afternoon launched a raid 
on an area of south 
. Lebanon known as a 
stronghold of the HizboUah 
. guerrillas, Lebanese police 
said. They fired two air-to- 
ground missUes only min- 
utes apart on hills near 
' Iqlim A1 Touffab at around 

* 3:00 p.m. local time, the 
police said, without saying 

... , if there were any casual- 

*" ' lies. 

1' i'V' . _ ' ' ' 

r ■ . . ' . Elderly man hurt 

in explosion 
in south Lebanon 

NABATIYEH (AFP) — A 
Lebanese man aged more 
than 70 was wounded in an 
explosion Saturday in a vil- 
lage bordering the Israeli- 
.. occupied zone in soudi 
. Lebanon. Lebanese police 
said. Mohammad Faur A1 
Azza was working in his 
field overlooked by Beau- 
fwt Castle, where the 
Israeli army has been based 
j , . ; . since 1982, when the blast 

occurred, police said, witb- 
' out identif^g the source 

of the explosion. The man, 

' ' who suftered serious 

injuries to his hands, w’as 
. taken to hospital in 
Nabatiyeb, they said. On 
Friday, three Lebanese 
civilians were killed and a 
fourth wounded on Friday 
in mine blasts near the self- 
declared Israeli “security 
zone.” HizboUah, which 
^leaifaeads attacks to oust 
l^el from the border 
zone, held the Jewish state 
responsible for the attack 
and threatened to retaliate. 

Thousand people 
attend PFLP 
• rally in Hebron 



Majali pledges government’s 
commitment to implement 
Monarch’s directives 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam MajaH 
Saturday sent a message to 
His Majesty King Hussein 
pledging the government's 
commitment ro tbe imple- 
meotadoi of the Royal direc- 
tives delivered in the King's 
letter on Thursday. 

Dr. Majali said tbe govem- 
mem will extend support for 
the Palestinian broths and 
will seek tbe implemeotadon 
of all tbe commitments con- 
tained in die Joidan-la^l 
peace treaty. 

Dr. Maji^ said the govem- 
meoc will do all in its power ro 
saf^uard nadonal interests, 
Dotwithsianding tbe compli- 
cad(xis in tbe peace process 
caused by Israel's procrasti- 
nadoiis. 

'‘I was honoured to be your 
companion in pursiung the 
peace process since its very 
start and marched behind 
your leadership following 
your dnecdves and learning 


ftom you that peace can only 
be es^lished on the founda- 
tions of right and justice, the 
leturo of £e land, and justice 
ibr our teothers in Palesdne,'’ 
siud tbe prime minister. 

“You ^ve been demanding 
that peace should be compre- 
hrarive on all tracks... tbe 
Palestinian, Syrian and 
Lebanese — and that the 
Palestinian pe<^le should 
n^ain tiieir ftjU legitimate 
ri^ts and should attain their 
aspirations in building their 
independent state on their 
national soil of Palestine.” he 
added. 

Reaffirming that the gov- 
ernment pursue the 

King's directives, the prime 
mtniCTer stressed rhar “VOUT 
govemmaii realises your 
keenness on safeguarding tbe 
brothers' interests in Palestin- 
ian lands, and tiiaz you wall be 
delimited at their success and 
share with them the pain, and 
that you feel that whatever is 


good for them is good for us. 

are woth them in body and 
soul, protecting them ftom 
harm, extending to them 
assistance and support coor- 
dinating with tiieir leadership 
in line with your directives 
and we are keen on upholding 
their independent decision as 
they seek to won their inde- 
pendence and succ^ in their 
negotiations.'' 

The prime minister stressed 
that die government “will 
obey your directives and 
maintain coordination with 
them in all fields... political 
economical, developmental, 
cultural and informational... 
for our and their own benefiL” 

He said that the government 
will be fully committed to the 
io^ilememation of tbe King's 
dir^ves on all matters con- 
nected wath the remaining 
seven isaies in the final sta^ 
of the negotiations “with a 
view to extending support fm* 
the l^lesdnians... and these 


issues concem Jerusalem, the 
refugees, borders, settle- 
ments, water, security and 
sov'erei^ty.” 

“Yota* government will do 
all that in its power m safe- 
guard our n-'iHtinal interests, 
and regain our rights and will 
cany out ail commmnenis as 
provided for in tbe peace 
tre^ ID a balanreti and effec- 
tive manner as direcred by 
\btir Majesty.” stressed the 
prime mini^. 

He said that the govenuneoi 
will pursje its efibrts despite 
the preserU Israeli govern- 
ment's dehys and procrasti- 
nations “and de^te tbe 
Israeli anempts to sow seeds 
of dissent and divisicms.” 

He said "you have set for us 
the route to be followed and 
we are going along this 
course and I pledge before 
you GO do all thm in my power 
to live up ro the confidence 
entiuaed in me.” 


Albright meets Netanyahu, Arafat 
in year-end push for Mideast peace 

Chirac tells Netanyahu proposed plan not enough 


PARIS (AFP) — U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright, presring efforts to 
revive the mmibuid Middle 
East peace process, met 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in Paris 
Sahnday after malting “head- 
way' wtitb Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Araiat in Geneva 
earlier in die day. 

Tbe meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu was Ms. 
Alixight's seccHid in 24 hours 
as she accelerated a new 
roimd of shuttle diplomacy 
aimin g for substantive 
progress by Omstmas. 

In Geneva, she told a joint 
press conference with Mr. 
Arafat that their talks had 
been “useful and coosouc- 
tive.” 

‘Tbe fJ^estinian] chair- 
man and I went over some of 
the interim issues a:^ we are 
making some headway on 
tiiose and should be able to 
come to closure soon,” she 
added. 

She said she would meet 
again wath President Ara^ 
and with Mr. Netanyahu, 
after a trip she is to make to 
AjE^ next week. 

“X will meet separately with 
the prime minister and chair- 
man... and we voU be able ai 
that si^e to move forward.” 
^ said. 'They have some 
work to do and some deci- 
sions to make before we have 


those meetings somewhere in 
Western Europe.” 

The Palestinians have 
scoffed at an Israeli West 
Bank redeployment initiative 
which Washington has guard- 
edly welcomed. They insist 
die plan goes against past 
agreements signed by Isael 
for a wididrawal covering 90 
per cent of West Bank tenito- 
ty- 

According to Israeli press 
reports. Me Netanyahu is pie- 
{^ed to cede only six to eight 
per cent of tbe West Bank. 70 
per cent which lenndns under 
full Israeli control 

Ms. Albright said Washing- 
ton *Vould like to see a aed- 
ible further redeployment, to 
make sure tiiere is a combina- 
tion of quality and quantity.” 

I^esident Arafat said the 
Palestinians would sock to 
dieir demands for more. “We 
are not asking for anything 
more than what we've 
signed.” he said. 

He added that Israel's 
request to accelerate talks on 
a final settlement must go 
band in hand with implemen- 
tation of existing autonomy 
accords. ‘We cannot jump tile 
interim agreements,” be said, 

Ms. Albright said her talks 
witii President Arafat also 
focused on security issues. 
There is “no question tiiere 
has been improvement in 
security cooperation but there 


is always more that can be 
done.” she said. 

She said she “reminded tbe 
chairman that there can be no 
complacency, it requires a 
100 percent [effort],., tha ter- 
rorists are unrelenting and so 
must efforts agtinst them be 
unrelenting.” 

Ms. AIMgbt then flew to 
Paris to meet with Mr. 
Netanyahu, who had held 
talks with French President 
Jacques Chirac Just boms ear- 
lier. 

President Chirac told the 
Israeli leader blundy that the 
proposed West B^ rede- 
ployment was not enough to 
get the peace process back on 
track. 

His spokeswoman Cather- 
ine Colonna said the pair said 
‘*things that only fiiendship 
allow^ them to say.” 

Describing Mmself as “pes- 
siiiustic” over the current 
peace stalemsue, Mr. Chirac 
said Israel's laoest proposals 
"do not seem to us to be capa- 
ble of giving the impetus 
needed for a resumption of 
tbe peace jxocess and re- 
establishment of confidence 
among tbe players in 
the process.” 

“Wtfaout credible initia- 
tives in line with the Oslo and 
Taba acccHds [on Palestinian 
autonomy], ills feared the sit- 
uation will continue to deteri- 
orate, to become less and less 


manageable and that the great 
hope bom for peace will dis- 
sipate completely,” Mr. 
Chirac was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Netanyahu made no 
comment cut leaving the talks, 
but Mr. Chirac's spokes- 
woman quoted him as saying 
dining the meeting tiiot he 
wan^ 'to advance tbe peace 
process.” 

Mr. Netanyahu “said be 
was convinc^ peace would 
be made, that be was not pes- 
simistic and that it was a 
question of time,” she said. 

A U.S. official travelling 
vritii Ms. Albright said that 
aMiough tbe peace talks 
appear^ stalled, there had 
bcCT progress since the secre- 
tary's impromptu meetings 
witii Netanyahu and 
President Ara&t last month. 

'Three weeks ago tbe 
kraeli government was not 
pn^iared to do a ftinb^ rede- 
ployment,” said the official. 

it has said *yes’ in prin- 
ciple. 

are now' in the nuts and 
bolts of a further redeplqy- 
meni.” be said, adding, that 
Mr. Netanyahu “did not pull 
out the m^. ...^ have not 
said yes or do lo ari>' particu- 
lar number. 

“We don't think anytiting is 
set in stcrae.” be added. *We 
emphasise the need fa- the 
led^loyment to be credible.” 


: HEBRON (AFP) — 
Around 1,000 people 
marched through the town 
centre here Saturday to 
j 30th anniversary 

' of the Popular Front for the 
s v. , 1 - Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), a left-wing group 
- opposed to the" peace 

: ^ . • process with Israel. 

Demonstrators shouted 
nationalist slogans and 
■■■. . s . ^ burned an Israeli flag and 
an effigy of an IsiaeU sol- 
• • • ■ tiler before dispersing. 

, . Palestinian police did not 
• . intervene. Founded on Dec. 
“ . ■ . 11, 1967, the PFLP has 

stuck defiantly to the 
r demand for a unitaiy, secu- 

, . ■ lar and democratic state 
covering the whole of pre- 
1948 ftlesiine, also sup- 
ported by Palestinian Presi- 
’ dent Yasser Arafat until his 
. 1.988 recognition of Israel's 
. . right to exist. 


Kingdom awaits new legislation as 


democracy finds itself at a j’unction 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Su^ Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s infent 
democracy stands at a cross- 
road after tbe Islamist-led 
opposititm boycotted last 
montii's genei^ elections, 
politicians said. 

Efforts to revive democracy 
and guarantee greater ftee- 
doms, lauiKbed after the 
1989 riots, now primarily 
in the hands of the 
r^hne and the ability of 
political parties to organise 
themselves and come up with 
jxactical plans of action, they 
added. 

The bulk of the reform 


process hinged on three laws 
which His Majesty King 
Hussein promised to intro- 
duce eight days ago when be 
innngnrared the first parlia- 
mentaiy session since the 
November 4 elections. 

King Hussein told deputies 
that the government of Hime 
Minist^ Abdul Salam Majali 
will submit to Parliament 
draft laws on elections, polit- 
ical parties and profes^nal 
associations to help "mod- 
ernise and devdop existing 
legislatii^” 

“Foremost among them is a 
new elections law that takes 
into consideration the 
changes and developmenis of 


this age, establishes increased 
equality and justice among 
aD pec^le, and maintains die 
constants of our national 
march,'' the King stated. 

He said the two other pn> 
posed laws will help develop 
political parties and the 
80,000-strong professional 
associations, key critics of 
Jordan’s 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel. 

Howevrer. the opposition, 
for the first rime out of Fhriia- 
meni since the resumption of 
democracy eight years ago. 
stepped lip criticism of the 
three piann^H legislations and 
has remained divided on tbe 
future course of democracy. 


While some welcomed 
King Hussein's initiative as a 
move in tbe ri^t direction, 
others express^ fear tbe 
“alieacfy tailor-made” regula- 
tions wiD just tigbeen tbe 
screws on already tougb 
laws. 

'As long as we have a 
[democransadon] process 
going on... as long as we can 
express our views and pub- 
lic them in the newspapers, 
and manage to have some 
sort of opposition in Parlia- 
ment, we have to build on all 
this,'' said former Minister 
Ibr ahim Izzeddine. 

(Continued on page 7) 


ROLE OF NGOe IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CIVIL SGCiET'^ 
EUROPE AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES’ SEMINAR 



Crown Prince Hassan speaks at a seminar organised by the Arab Thought Forum on Sat- 
urday. The seminar is held under the title 'The Role of NGOs in The Development of 
Civil Society: Europe and the Arab Countries' (Photo by Youssef 'Allan) 


Humanitarian issues should be taken 
into account in future discussions of 


refugee problem — Prince Hassan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Saturday 
reaffirmed Jordan's total 
support for the Palestinian 
people in their quest to 
establish their own inde- 
pendent state on their 
national soil. 

He stressed that the prob- 
lem of refugees cannot be 
settled within the ftame- 
work of Israel's re-depJoy- 
meni policy and that 


humanitarian issues should 
be taken into account in 
future discussions of the 
problem. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a seminar on 
“The Role of NGOs in The 
Development of Civil Soci- 
ety: Euro^ and the Arab 
Countries” organised by the 
Arab Thought Forum. 
Prince Hassan said that the 
Western media which cov- 
ered the daily events during 


the Palestinian intifada 
failed to look into the real 
causes behind the events. 
He also said that they failed 
to examine the difficulties 
the Palestinians are facing 
and the suffering they 
encounter on a daily basis. 

In bis speech to dele- 
gates. Prince Hassan 
referred to the intransigent 
stands of tbe Israeli 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iran calls for unity as OIC 
ministerial meeting opens 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kharazi called Saturday for 
unity and peace coexistence 
among Muslim countries as 
a minis terial meeting of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) opened 
here. 

“Multiplicity. unity, 
peaceful coexistence and 
future devrelopment of the 
Islamic world in the 2(Xh 
century” were the themes of 
tbe gathering which opened 
with recitals of verses from 
the Holy Koran. 

“The Islamic civilisation 
is enjoying a very specific 
and ^tftil regeneration and 
we need to ensure political 


progress, economic devel- 
opment and active coopera- 
tion for a civil and just soci- 
ety.' Mr. Kharazi said. 

Mr. Kharazi. the chairman 
of the meeting, highlighted 
four major ch^enges facing 
the Islamic world: Palestine, 
Quds [Jerusalem], Bosnia 
and Afghanistan. 

In a reference to U.S. 
efforts to isolate Iran, Mr. 
Kharazi warned of a “rising 
tide of unilateralism from 
certain powerful inembeis 
of die intemational commu- 
nity.” 

He also called for a “gen- 
uine and authentic picture of 
Islam to be presented to the 
world to counter negative 


images” propagated by 
Western countries. 

A represemaiive from 
Morocco, which has 
presided over the 53-nation 
OIC over the past three 
years, said the conference 
should ’'pave the way” for 
the Islamic countries to 
enter the next century. 

Tbe meeting was due to 
Stan in the morning, but was 
postponed to the afternoon 
as ministers continued to 
arrive. 

The ministers are to dis- 
cuss 142 draft resolutions 
adopted during experts 
meetings last week, many of 
which targeted the Uruted 
States and Israel. 
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Iraq says no oil to flow unless food comes quicker 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
newspapers said on Saturday 
not a drop of Iraq's oil would 
be sold on world markets until 
the United Nations addressed 
its protests over slow food 
and medicine deliveries. 

The government doily AJ 
Jumhouriya. defending Iraq's 
decision on Friday to suspend 
all oil exports, said its U.N.- 
brokered “oil-for-food” deal 
had become “oil-for-nothing" 
because of the lengthy delays 
in humanitarian purchases. 

It called on the international 
community to persuade the 
U.S. and Britain, which it 
blames for the delays, to 
accept its coll for a review of 
the programme. 

**We hope that Russia, 
China, France and the non- 
permanent members of the 
Security Council will contin- 
ue their efforts to achieve the 
simple. legitimate baqi 
requests and dismiss Ameri- 
ca's e\'il aims," Jumhouriya 
Editor Salah Mukhtar wrote 
in a front-page er&orial. 

TJntil tlus happens Iraq's 
oil pipelines will remain 
closed and not a single drop 
of oil w*!!! emeige tom 
them." 

The U.N. Securio' Council 
voted on Thursday to extend 
the oU-for-food deal, under 
which sanctions-hii Iraq is 
allowed to sell S2 billion of 
oil every six months to pay 
for food and medicine, into a 
diiid six-month period. 

But despite a^ssioos by 
UJ^. officials that the pro- 
gramme suffers from com- 
plex United Nations’ bureau- 
cracy and is in any case too 
modest to meet all of Iraq's 
humanitarian needs, the coun- 
cil put off any charjges until 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan submits a report at the 
end of January. 

Iraq, which wants a com- 
plete lifting of the sanctions 
imposed after its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 1ms been half- 
heaned about the programme 


which it sees as a cover to 
keep the main sanctions in 
place. 

At the .start of the second 
phase of the deal in June, it 
held bock oil exports for more 
than two months after similar 
complainLs over the food and 
medicine deliveries. 

It has in.<usted on U.N. 
agreement of its food distribu- 
tion plan and changes to 
speed up the approval of its 
humanitarian purchases 
before its resumes oil exports. 

“As a result of the deliterate 
delays, many international 
agencies have said that 
instead of 'oil for medicine 
and food' it has become *<»] 
for nothing’.’’ Mr. Mukhtar 
wrote. 

"Everybody benefited 
except the Iraqi pet^Ie even 
though it was reached with 
the aim of easing the Iraqi 
people's suffering... The 
deliberate delays have 
allowed America to turn a 
temporary step into a step 
which lasts for years." Ik 
added. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said on Friday Iraq's decision 
to stop oil sales showed Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's indif- 
ference to the suffering of his 
people (See story od page 
121 

“He is in rro position to 
point a finger at anyone else 
in the world for the suffering 
of his own people." Mr. Clin- 
ton said. But Iraq's influential 
Babel newspaper, owned by 
President Hussein's eldest son 
Uday. said Iraq would not be 
told what to do with its own 
resources. 

'The U.N. Security Council 
is behaving like a prince who 
hands out what does not 
belong to him," Babel said. 

“Iraq's decision to slop oil 
exports is a just and legidmoie 
dedsion and is a response to 
changing of the [oil-for-food) 
memorandum into a political 
we^pOT against the Iraqi peo- 
ple." it said in a front-page 



PRAYING TO END SIEGE: Iraqi pilgrims Saturday tdsit the shrine of Imam Hussein in Karbala, 100 kilo- 
metres from Baghdad. Believers visit the site to implore the imam, who was the grandson of Prophet 
Mohammad, to help lift United Nations sanctions which are in effect since Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
(Reuters photo) 


30 European medical firms vying for oil-for-food deal contracts 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Thirty 
medical equipment fimis 
from Britain. France and Ger- 
many are exhibiting in Bagh- 
dad in a bid to win coniracis 
under tlu: U.N. oil-for-food 
deal. 

Iraqi health ministry official 
Khal^ Jumil welcomed the 
opening of the exhibition Sat- 
urday. adding that Iraq need- 
ed the equipment badly 
bcCtiase ‘The health situation 
hud deteriorated." 


He critici.scd the sitwv deliv- 
ery of medical ajuipment 
under the oil-fcv-fo^ deal, 
which allows Iraq in export 
S2 billion of oil mcr six 
months to pay for imports of 
food and incdicrnc. 

Mr. Jamil .said more than 
half the equipment rjixiered 
still remained undelivered 
fa^m the first si\-mnnth 
phase from December to June 
this year. 

Iraq slopped pumping oil 


Fritluy tiuough a Turkish 
pipeline which i.s Us main 
cxp«l route in protest at skwv 
authcrisuiion of import con- 
tracts by the United Nations. 

With bucking friKit France 
und Russia. BaghUtid (tad 
itrgued ftM* the deal to be 
amended .so that permitted 
impmts food und nK’di- 
cines were ntade in the same 
six-nuxtih period as the oil 
expoits designed to pay for 
tlKnt 


But under U.S. und British 
prc,s.sure, the U.N. Security 
Council lute Thursday 
extended the deal for u iluid 
six-ntonlh period without 
amendment. 

Under the deal. Iraq Iuik It' 
submit cuch import coiutult 
to the U.N. secreuiry gener- 
al's ofllce for verifleatinn that 
it is indeed for Immunilariait 
supplies and It accuses the 
U.S. and Bntiun of deliberate- 
ly delaying the umhorisaiions. 


Groups in U.S. lobby against Middle East peace efforts 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special tc the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In a bid to further 
complicate peace efforts in the 
Middle East, groups in the U.S 
Congress and elsewhere opposed 
to the peace process are lobbying 
to pass legislation that would bon 
any American dealings with Syria, 
according to a prominent ^^b- 
American leader. 

Khalil Jahshan. president of the 
Washington-bo.sed National A.s.so- 
ciation * of Arab .American.s 
(NAAA). told the Jordon Times 
that the same groups ore also uy- 
inc to pass legislation barring an 
.American military presence in the 
Golan Heights, if a peace settle- 
ment is reached between Israel 
and Syria, which is on the .Ameri- 
can administration's list of states 
that sponsor terrorism. 

Some Israeli Labour leaders 
have advocated a gradual return of 
the Golan Heights, occupied in 
1967. on the condition that the 
area become a demilitarised zone 
with .American and international 


military monitors. 

“Both pieces of legislation have 
enough potential votes in Con- 
gress to be (i^sed." Mr Jahshan 
said after giving a lecture on U.S. 
policies in the Middle Ea.st at the 
University of Jordan's Centre fivr 
Strategic Studies. 

He told the audience that the 
American-Israeli Public Affairs 
Committee f AIP.AC). rradiiionallv 
the most influential pro-Israel 
lobby group in the U.S.. has weak- 
ened in the past few years, leaving 
a vacuum for on alternative Mid- 
dle East lobbying presence. 

The NA.AA. be.set by jntcmaJ 
divisions and lack of external 
funding, was unable to fill the 
void, giving a free hand to right- 
wing Republican ;md Jewish 
groups. 

Over the past few yeor.s. these 
groups have introduced legislation 
in the Republican-dominated con- 
gress aimed at sabotaging the 
fragile, six-year-old Middle East 
peace process. 

Mr. Jahshan explained that the 
administration of U.S. President 


Bill Clinton, u Democrat, is suf- 
fering from “Ijtck of leadership 
and resolve...which hu.s created a 
vacuum" on both the dome.siic 
and inicmaiional levels. 

This, he claimed, allowed Con- 
gress, dominated by a pro-I.sraeli 
lobby, to assume a greater role in 
policy-milking. 

He chiiracierised American pv»(i- 
cy in the Middle Eiist as "incoher- 
cm." with “contradictory and 
irreconcilable" interests He said ii 
showed “little or no change vi.s-a- 
vis ncv\ realities in the region.*' 

Washington, he said, has c«»m- 
miired a strategic mistake Iv, sub- 
jugating its own policies Mid- 
dle Eisst issuc.s to Arab-|vraeli ni*r- 
malisaf.on of ties. 

Tnis has become the CUnron 
administration's prim.iry »»hjecri'e 
in the region ’To the detriment of 
Its oUter interests." such as matn- 
l.iining relations with friendly 
.Arab regimes. 

Although President Clinton has 
personally been very receptive to 
.Arah-.-\inericans. L..S. piMicy 
fnvvard.s Arab coirmries Ivjs 


become one of “neglect.** he .vanJ. 
adding that “the U.S. i.s .seeing 
everything thnnijji un Isracfi 
prism.** 

Due itf “a clash vviih the 
Arab WWW Is ineviuihle. unless 
both sides take action.** Mr 
Jahshan predicted based on his 
assevsmenl alter iiKeling over 4.‘> 
.Arab officials on his recent UHir of 
the region. 

.According to Mr. Jalislian. 
\V.ishingtim ;ukl the .Arab slates 
need a “reality clieck." BilnientI 
I'.S.-.Arab ties slunild he based on 
a “siniiegic p;urnership. w itit .Arab 
vs luritries occasionally saying 
*N«v' to U..S. demands." 

Tlte N.A.A.A has been campaign- 
ing for a new peace conl’crcuee 
along the lines of the Middle EaM 
pe;ice summit held in Motlrid in 
|WI. The new meeting .shmilil 
look at '’ch<inging reWities" in the 
region, hmugltt about by the clec- 
inm Israel's hardline Prime 
Minister Bcnyamin Nctiuiyalm 
and the Israeli signing of peace 
iK:cr*rd> with the F1.0 and Jordan. 

Tlie piopi'scil conicrence should 


re-establish some of the Ktslc 
principles of Arab-I.sraeli peace 
making — U.N. resoluiioiis 242 
and which call for the 

exchange of land for pence. 

While ihe Europeans have 
shown enthusiasm for the idea, the 
Americ.'m administration has llui- 
ly refused it. said Mr. Jalishan. 

He called on Arab lu;ider> to 
lake the initiative und prc.scnl their 
own peace proposol. 

Tlie N.AA.A. representing mem- 
bers who originate from 22 Arab 
coiinlrie.s. is “weakened by diver- 
sity and narrow interest.s" since il 
Ims to conevniraie on Ihe iiireiests 
of each individual slate vis-j-vi.s 
its rvliitions wiih Washington, \.iij 
Mr. Jahshan. 

'This has matk* il more difllcull 
for the NA.AA to act collecuvely." 
he slated, adding that the peace 
process funlier increased divisions 
within the N<\AA. 

.According to Mr. Jahshan. tliere 
are around three million Aralw 
Ainericans. iwo-ihirds of whom 
iue American-bom while the rest 
i\rv iiiuiiigrants. 


Hamas urges continued 
struggle against Israel 



AMMAN (AP) — On the 
lOih anniversary of the 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli occupation, the 
Hamas movement on Sat- 
urday urged Palestinians to 
continue their struggle 
against Israel. 

“Humus appeals to all 
Palestinian forces in.side 
the territories and in the 
diaspora to unite their ranks 
in confronting the [Israeli] 
enemy." Hamas said in a 
.statement signed by its 
.Amman-based spokesman. 
Ibrahim Ghosheh. 

It urged Palestinians to 
“stand "firmly agaiasi all 
conspiracies toileting the 
land of Palestine. ^1 of 
Palestine, and Jerusalem, 
ail of Jeru.salem.*' 

Il al.so called for “elimi- 
nating collaborators" with 
Israef und “keeping the gun 
directed tow'ords the Zion- 
ist enemy.” 

The statement urged the 
“.Arab and Islamic 


nations... to cease their apa- 
thy and to stand firmly and 
sincerely with Polestiniao 
struaglers and detainees." 

The ht^Wy-worded 

statement coincides with 
the anniversary of die 
Palestinian uprising that 
broke out in De^mber 
1987 against Israel’s occu- 
pation of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The uprising ended after 
the signing of a 1993 agree- 
ment under which Israel 
gave the Palestinians limit- 
ed self-rule. 

Hamas, which rejects 
peace with Israelc • has 
claimed responsibility for 
scores of attacks gainst 
Israel in the post few years. 

In the statement, Hamav 
said the deadlocked peace 
negotiations between Israel 
und the Palestinians .“has 
led to the deteriorath^ of 
the so-called ‘peace’iyi all 
u.xpects.'' 


Alleged assassin 
prime minister goes 
on trial in Lebanon 


BEIRUT lAP) — The 
trial of a former Christian 
warlord accused of 
killing a Lebanese prime 
minister began Friday, 
the first murder of a cabi- 
net-ranking officia) to 
come to court. 

The ex-leader of the 
Lebune.ve Forces militia. 
.Santir Geagca. is charged 
with instigating the assa.s- 
sinution of Prime Minis- 
ter Rashid Kurumi. u pro- 
Svriun Sunni Muslim, un 
June 1. 19S7. 

The trial is expected to 
revive a.spccls of the 
I975r90 civil war that 
many Lebanese people. 
Chri.stiun.s as well as 
Muslims, would prefer to 
forget. 

Karami was killed when 
a bomb e.xplodej on an 
army helicopter carrying 
him from his hometown 
of Tripoli in northern 
Lebanon to Beirut. 

Geagca. 45. who is 
already serving three life 
lermv for murdering tvxo 
rival Christian politicians 
and attempting to kill a 
third, looked thin and fee- 
ble v^•llen he arrived at 
court, guarded by four 
armed soldiers. 

He and 15 alleged 
dccnmplieo. including 
Brig. (ion. Khalil Malar, 
have denied the charges. 
Only Gcagea. Brig. Gen. 
Malar and three others 
are in custody. The 1 1 
others are fugitives und 
arc being tiled in absen- 
tia. 

Karami 's brother. 
Omar, also a former 
prime minister. was 


among family members at 
the opening session. Fri- 
day's proceedings were 
largely taken up by read- 
ing.s of the charges, 
approval of lawyers for 
both sides and other for- 
malities. 

In Chri.stian pans of 
Lebanon, there is sympa- 
thy on the streets for Dr. 
Ceagea because he is the 
only person to be prose- 
cuted so far for the 
killings of Lebanon's 
statesmen. 

Two president.^, 'whtt by 
Lebanon's constitution 
are always Christians, 
w'ere assassinated by 
bombs during the war 
Bashir Gemayel in 1982 
and Rene Mouawad in 

1989. A pro-Syriao 
Lebane.se nationalist was 
detained in connection 
with Gemayel's assa.ssi- 
nation, but escaped in 

1990. Nobody has been 
arrested for Mouawad'.s 
killing. 

The Maronite Christian 
patriarch. Nasralloh Sfeir. 
has previously said it wax 
unfair for Gcagea to be 
prosecuted when other 
warlords go free. 

Some leaders of militia 
have become cabinei 
ministers and members of 
parliament in Lebanon’s 
post-war .system. 

Gcagea has said his iri- 
alb were politically moti- 
vated becau.se of his 
Opposition in the govern- 
mem. The authorities 
have replied that his pros- 
ecutions are based on 
criminal evidence. 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, December 7, 1997 


Prince Faisal reviews plans for traffic institute 


l'.- s: 




AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Faisal Saturday 
reviewed plans for a pro- 
posed traffic institute by 
the Public Security 
Department (PSD) and 
called on all concerned 
organisations to support 
tbe PSD’s efforts to estab- 
lish the institute. 

Tbe institute is a major 
national project since it 
will dedicate its efforts to 
traffic issues, said tbe 
Prince at a meeting with 


PSD Director Nasouh 
Muhieddin. 

Preliminary work is cur- 
rently being focused on 
drawing up the institute's 
programmes and setting 
its objectives. Prince Faisal 
noted. 

The plans entail training 
qualified personnel for the 
institute and making avail- 
able the administrative and 
technical requirements for 
tbe institute, he added. 

Prince Faisal also under- 


lined the importance of 
establishing a higher coun- 
cil on road safety, describ- 
ing it as a tool for formu- 
lating general policies con- 
nected with public safety. 

Lt. Gen. Muhieddin said 
his department has appro- 
priated a plot of land to set 
up the projected institute 
and its necessary facilides. 
He told Prince Faisal that 
tbe institute will have to be 
built in stages due to the 
lack of sufficient funds. 



SROUR RECEIVES IRAQI OFFICIALl Speaker of the Lower House of 

Parliament Sa’d Hayel Srour Saturday receives Iraqi National Council head Sa*- 
don Hammadi and reviews coordination and cooperation between the Jordanian 
and Iraqi parliaments (Petra photo) 


Water conference opens with 
focus on protection of resources 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Water and Irriga- 
lioD Munther Haddadin 
Saturday opened a five-day 
regional* conference on the 
protection of underground 
water resources from pol- 
lution and depletion by 
stating that tbe challenges 
of susc^able development 
cannot be met without suf- 
ficient water resources. 

He told delegates from 
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, and a 
number of regional organi- 
sations that Jordan and 
other countries in the 
region have failed in many 
cases to control the over- 
pumping of underground 
water, which has led to the 
draining of aquifers and 
±e depletion of water 
resources to a dangerous 
level. 

Other factors that have 
had adverse consequences 
on the water resources in 


the Kingdom include the 
sudden influx of migrants, 
the rapid employment of 
modem technology, and 
the dangers posed to the 
environment in general, 
according to the minister. 

He emphasised tbe need 
for strict legislation to con- 
trol tbe use of underground 
water resources, protect 
surface water, and prevent 
random drilling of artesian 
wells. 

Proper management of 
the avdlable water 
resources, raising aware- 
ness among the public, and 
economising water con- 
sumption can contribute to 
the availability of water for 
domestic, industrial, and 
agricultural purposes, he 
said. 

Jan Khouri. assistant 
director of the Arab Centre 
for Studies of Arid 
Regions, stated that the 


authorities responsible for 
water resources in Arab 
countries have a serious 
task at hand in view of the 
growing population and 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. 

In facing these chal- 
lenges. water authorities 
must achie\'e a balance 
between" ambitious eco- 
nomic development and 
the growing nekl for water 
for various purposes, he 
said. 

The meeting has been 
organised by the Arab Cen- 
tre for Studies of Arid 
Regions in conjunction 
with the Islamic Educa- 
tional. Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation, the 
Cairo office of the U.N. 
Educational, Scientiric and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), and the Min- 
istry of Water and Irriga- 
tion. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King, Crown Prince send 
cables to Mnslun cleric in Lebanon 

AMMAN I Petra) — His Majesty King 
Hussein and HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
have sent cables to the president of the 
Higher Islamic Shi'ite Council in 
Lebanon, Sheikh Mohammad Mahdi 
Sbamseddin, congratulating him on his 
safety foilow'ing an attempt on his life 
while praying at a mosque in southern 
Beirut 

In his cable, the King denounced the 
attempt and expressed his happiness for 
tbe s^ety of the Muslim cleric and his 
hope that Sheikh Shamseddin will pursue 
his efforts to serve the Lebanese commu- 
nity and Muslims at large. 

l^ce Hassan sent a similar cable to 
Sheikh Shamseddin condemning the 


attack, in which the Muslim leader sus- 
tained injuries w'hen be was shot at inside 
the mosque by an unknown assailant who 
escaped. 

The sheikh's bodyguard was reportedly 
injured in Thursday evening's attack. 

JD5.5 million in seized drug? destroyed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Teams from the Pub- 
lic Security and the Anti-Narcotic Depan- 
ments destroyed a quantity of heroin, 
hashish, opium, and pills worth JD5.5 mil- 
lion at Fuheis Cement Factories Company 
last week. 

The quantity, which bad been seized 
recently, included 26 kilogrammes of 
heroin, 175 kilogrammes of hashish. 7.5 
kilogrammes of opium, and 1.595.730 
pills. 



CHRISTMAS CHOK 

* A nnual YWCA Chriglrna< classical ChOIT 
at the Royal Cultural Centre ai 8:00 pjn. 

i 

j FILM 

"El Amor Brujo” at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.OL 

PL.AY 

“The McHneni” (Arabic) at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, at 10:00 am and 7:(X) p.m. 
(umODec. 11). 

EXHIBmONS 

* Plastic (abstract) art by Mohammad 
Qaddumi at the Rc^'al Cultural Centre, until 


Dec. 7. 

Works by Ghada Dabdaleh at Baladna 
Art Gallery. Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), 
until Dec. 10. 

* Paintings by Ammar Kbammash at the 
French Cultural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh, until 
Dec. 12. 

* Exhibitions of paints by Algerian artuit 
Koraishi and calligraphy by Iraqi aitist Has- 
san Massoudi at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
>^^ibdeh. until Dec. 31. .Also displaying, 
paintings b>' Jevdanian artist Nasr Abdul 
Aziz, and works by contemporaiy ArabI 
artists. 

* Woiks 1^ Khalid Khreis at Institute Cer- 
\‘antes, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 10. 

* "Joum^' Within" by Pakistani artist Gul- 
gee and his soa sculptor Amin Gulgee, at the 
Jordan Naticwtal G^ery of Rne Arts (TeL 
630128), until Dec. 15. 


The projected higher 
council on traffic safety 
will draw up laws and reg- 
ulations and work out a 
general strategy for tbe 
insiitute’s activities, he 
said. 

The PSD has already cre- 
ated a unit to conduct stud- 
ies on the traffic situation 
in Jordan and traffic prob- 
lems and possible solu- 
tions, and has also worked 
out syllabi on traffic rules 
for school students. 


Alliance 
wins large 
majority 
in JEA 
elections 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamists and 
their leftist and pan-Arabist 
allies scored massive gains in 
this' week's two rounds of 
elections for seven branches 
in the 38.(XX)-strong Jordan 
Engineers Association (JEA ). 
uniwiists said Saturday. 

The Common .Agenda can- 
didates won 44 of the 49 
seats, according to results 
released late Friday. 

The test went to three inde- 
pendents and two Green List 
candidates in elections that 
were held on Wednesday and 
Friday. 

Elections for the JEA |xe$i- 
dent, deputy, and board are 
set for February. 

Tbe Islamists (the White 
list) and leftist and pao-Ara- 
bist parties and individuals 
(the Green list) put aside their 
historical and ideologica] dif- 
ferences befoie the ballot and 
formed the Common Agen^ 
to pool resources and con-*- 
front government plans to 
change laws governing tbe 
12-member professional 
unions, together grouping 
over S0,(XX) members. 

Those from the Green list 
who refused to join tbe new 
bloc ran imder the same 
name. 

“The aim of the Common 
Agenda was gathering the 
greatest number of engineers 
to participate in the elections 
to wxHk together on common 
ground regarding naticHial 
and professional issues," 
'Azam Huneidi. spokesman 
for the White list, told tbe Jor- 
dan Hmes. 

Islamists have long domi- 
nated the professional unions, 
a hoti)ed of political activism 
during a 1957-1990 ban on 
parties. 

The associations have been 
at the forefiont of efforts to 
batde normalisation with 
Israel after Jordan rigned a 
peace neaty vridi the Jewish 
state in 19^. On many occa- 
sions they have expelled 
members who had contacts 
with Israel 

His Majes^ King Hussein 
promised j^liament last 
week that a new professional 
unions law would be intro- 
duced as pan of a wider pack- 
age of regulations to help 
modernise Jordan's political 
dri«. 

The government has 
remained ti^-lipped on the 
planned amendn^nts. but 
unionists expect changes to 
tbe structure of their bodies 
aimed at “de-politicising 
them and restricting their role 
to professional concerns." 

CXbers have said ihe>' 
believe that membership in 
these associations, now oblig- 
atory. will become voluntary'. 

Mr. Huneidi said profes- 
siona] associations have a 
crucial role in the national 
economy and development 
and “any aoempi to downsize 
their role will only reflect 
negatively on the counoy." 

5 another dewlopmenl, 
female engineer lost their bid 
for in the architectural 
branch, j^parenily because of 
poor voter turnout Friday. 

It was not immediately 
clear bow many membeis 
took part in the elections, but 
n.qrirtnfliiCT Abdul Rahman 
Bitar told the Jordan 'limes 
that “cHily five to seven thou- 
sand of 3S,0(X) JEA mem- 
bers actually go to the polls 
and v-ote." 


Crown Prince honours winning 
athletes from Tehran competition 


AMMAN (Petra.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Sat- 
urday voiced both his desire 
and that of His Majesty 
King Hussein to support 
Jon^oian athletes and pro- 
vide them with the neces- 
sary requirements to enable 
diem to participate fully in 
sports competitions. 

At a ceremony honouring 
the Jordanian athletes who 
won ten medals at the 
Southwest Asian Games, 
which were held recently in 
Tehran, the Crow^n Prince 
said: “We have to respond 
to the aspirations of tbe 


youth, who have more than 
once held high Jordan's 
standard on different sports 
occasions.'* 

‘'We must work out an 
immediate plan designed to 
provide for the basic 
requirements of athletes in 
various sports federations 
and we have to open sports 
facilities so that they can 
train." he added. 

Noting that the sports 
facilities in Jordan have not 
yet been fully utilised due 
to lack of coordination. 
Prince Hassan .said if 
coaches are made available 


and enough time and equip- 
ment given to them for 
training. the obstacles 
should be overcome. 

“Sports achievements 
require effort, dedication, 
and commirmenL as well as 
dealing with other teams." 
he stated. 

Prince Hassan asked the 
sports federation to draw up 
a list of basic needs. 

Minister of Culture and 
Youth Qas.sem .Abu Ein 
e.xpressed his appreciation 
for the King and Prince 
Hassan's support for Jor- 
danian athletes. He added 


that the honours won in 
Tehran will give the'^e ath- 
letes further incentive lo 
pursue their eiToris and 
achieve further successe.s. 

Dr. Abu Ein presented 
PYince Hassan with u cup 
that the Jordanian athletes 
won in the Southwest Asian 
Games as a gift to the King. 

Prince Hassan welcomed 
the athletes and their couch- 
es home and congratulated 
them on their success. 

In ten days of competi- 
tion. Jordan won two gold, 
four silver, and four bronze 
medals. 


Cabinet briefed on Majali’s Ramallah visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minis ter Abdul S alam Majali 
Saturday Ixiefed the Council 
of Ministers on the outcome 
of his visit last week to 
Ramallah in the West Bank 
and his meeting with Ptiestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
and senior officials of the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
t}'. 

During his visit Dr. Majali 
discussed the deadlocked 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 
negotiations and delivered a 
messa^ to Mr. Arafat from 
His Majesty King Hussein 
about Jordan's support for the 
Palestinian leadership's 
endeavours. 

AcocHtJing to Minister of 
State for I^rmadon Affairs 
Samir Mutawi, tbe council 
stuified the King's message 
sent to tbe prime minister last 
Thursday and discussed a 
draft reply fiom the prime 
minister to the King. 


Speaking after the regular 
Cabinet session. Dr. Mutawi 
said the King's message to Dr. 
Majali clarified Jordan's posi- 
tion with regard lo the peace 
process, particularly issues 
that are of concern to the 
Pdiestinian side, and dis- 
missed the groundless reports 
in Israeli new'spapeis on the 
Kingdom's stand vis-a-vis the 
Palestine issue. 

Jordan is exereising active 
diplomatic contacts in support 
of the Palestinian people in 
their negotiations with the 
Israelis, he smd, adding that 
the King's message to the 
{Mime minister coincided with 
intensive efforts ut the region- 
al and international levels to 
give impetus to the peace 
process. 

Dr. Majali sent a note to 
Speaker of the Lower House 
of Pariiament Sa'd Hayel 
Srour requesting that the 
King's Speech from the 


Throne, delivered to the Dth 
Parliament last week, be con- 
sidered as the govemmeni's 
statement of policy and asked 
that a dare be set for Parlia- 
ment to debate it according to 
the minister. 

During the Cabinet meet- 
ing. Minister of Tourism and 
.Antiquities Akel Biliaji pre- 
sented a briefing on his v'isit to 
the Egyptian town of Luxor, 
whicli he said was meant to 
offer niorai support for the 
Egyptian tourism sector. 

His visit at the head of the 
delegation was deeply appre- 
ciated by the Egyptian gov- 
ernment, he said. 

Mr. Biltaji stated that Jor- 
dan's tourism sector has not 
been adversely affected b\' the 
massacre of tourists in Lu.\or 
last month. 

The (Cabinet approved an 
agreement between Jordan 
aiiuJ Israel on industrial zones 
signed during the Middle East 


and North Africa econcimic 
meeting in Doha, and gave iLv 
consent to Jordan's punicipa- 
tion in a nuniber cif 
international tourism fairs due 
to be held in Madrid. Milan, 
and Berlin on Jan. I. 1998. 
Mareh 25, 1 99S. and March 7. 
1998, resp^tively. 

The Cabinet also appn:>vcd 
the formation of Jordan's del- 
egation to participate in a min- 
i.steriui conference on healtii. 
the environment and devel- 
opment due to be held in 
Damascus on Dec. 8 and 
formed a delegation from die 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion to pan in a v.ortj>hop 
on water to be held in France 
on Dec. 21. according to Dr. 
Mutawi. 

The establishment c»f a 
regional bureau for the Arab- 
African Parliamentary Rirum 
in .Amman to detd witli popu- 
lation and development issues 
w as also approved. 


College administration dismisses 
expels leaders of student strike 


9 


ByTareqAyyoub 

Special to the Jorim Times 

.AMMAN — nw administra- 
tion of Amman j^lytechnic 
Faculty has handed down a 
number of expulsions and dis- 
missals to students as punish- 
ment for their parts in leading 
an eight-day strike to press 
tbe management to improve 
college services, accorti^g to 
Faculty Giairperson Kh^d 
Touqan Saturday. 

*The decision to expel these 
students was in line with the 
our regulations for their v'iola- 
tion of the university rules," 
Dr. Touqan said. 

Tire student were forced to 
end their strike last Tuesday 
when anti-riot police sur- 
rounded tbe faculty gate to 
I^event them from continuing 
their protest 

The adnunistration subse- 
quemly launched an investi- 
gation to determine tbe stu- 
dents responsible for the 


strike, which paFaly.sed the 
college, a subsidiary of Balqa 
Apph^ Sciences University, 
for eight days. 

Dr. Touqan told the Jordan 
Tunes that four students, 
Khaled Abu Farah. M^'ik 
Fayiz, Naser Jweilis. and 
Shadi Afif. were serv'ed final 
expulsion. IMsont Latiom and 
Sharaf Abu Shareem were 
given one-year dismissals and 
Mohammad Rafeeq and Firas 
Halaweh were served six- 
month dismissals from the 
college. 

Dr Touqan said nine other 
students were served “final 
warning" for their involve- 
ment in the strike. 

He said the students can 
appeal the decisicxi through 
“the regulations of the univer- 
sity," He did not elaborate. 

During the protest, which 
started on Now 25. the stu- 
dents called for improving 
faculty services, including 
luring a resident doctor, estal:^ 


lishing a medical clinic, and 
allowing students to form a 
students council. 

Umni Wisam, the mother of 
Wlsam Laham, described the 
decision as “unjustified" and 
said the expulsions and dis- 
missals were not only direct- 
ed at the students "but also at 
their father and mothers." 

The families of these stu- 
dents have informed Lower 
House members Hamadah 
Fara'aneh and Biijis lludeed 
of the faculty's action and 
have requested that they inter- 
vene to reverse the decisions, 
she said. 

She added that she will 
write to His Majesty King 
Hus.sein seeking his help 
solve the “plight" of the stu- 
dents. 

Mr. Fara'aneh told the Jor- 
dan Times th:U duruig tbe 
strike, the students requested 
that he work as a “mediator" 
with the faculty management. 

■'While the students were 


flexible, the university chair- 
man. unfominutely. was 
adamant and refused any 
mediation from outside the 
campus." Mr. Fara'aneh .said. 

Dr. Touqan declined to 
comment on Mr. Fara'aneh 
statements. 

The deputy Mated dial he 
will direct a question to .Miti- 
ister of Education and Higher 
Education Munther Masri 
during today's Pariiament 
session. 

Meanwhile, u statement b> 
the founding General Union 
of Jordan Studenb. criticised 
Balqa Universitv''s decision to 
e.vpel their colleagues and 
demanded the return of all 
students to ihe'ir classes. 

The two-page siaiemeni. 
which was made available u.' 
the Jordan Times, denounced 
what they described as •'ihe 
unnecessary' inierlerenL-e of 
.security agents in the iifi'airs 
of the coUese." 


Micro enterprise seminar 
ends with general guidelines 


Information technology 
workshop opens Monday 


By Hind-Lara Mai^ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — A three-day 
regional seminar on micro 
and small enterprise promo- 
tion for women in the Arab 
region concluded here last 
week with a general guideline 
for work. 

Representatives of eleven 
Arab countries attended this 
event, which focused on the 
participation of the private 
sector, labour otganisations. 
and gov'enunents. The Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation 

(NHF). which ccKJiganised 
tins event widi tfte 

International Labour Oigani- 
saiion (ILO). added a fourth 
partner to the nspresentation 
with the presence of non-gov- 
emment^ organisations 
(NGOsj. 

"NGOs arc playing a major 
role in Arab countries in inte- 
grating women into the eco- 
nomic development process 
and in starting up sm:^ busi- 
nesses and micro emeipiises 
fix these women," Sima 
Bahous, a dev'elopment spe- 
cialist at NHF, told the Jor^ 
Times. 

Participants determined that 
the needs of Arab women 
were specific to each country. 


The general guideline gener- 
ated fiom this meeting per- 
tains to studying means of 
establishing an Arab regional 
mechanism in cooperation 
with international oiganisa- 
tions as a follow-up to this 
meeting. 

It was found that there was u 
need to supplement existing 
infomiation netwodcs dealing 
with these ty'pes of projects 
for Artiv women based on 
strong national infomiation. It 
was noted that a proper envi- 
ronment to encourage women 
to invest in micro and small 
enterprises w'as essential to 
tbe success of these projects. 

Participants agreed to 
exchange experiences in train- 
ing. marketing, and produc- 
tion relating to small enter- 
prises at the regional level. 

Finally, the seminar extend- 
ed an invitation to 
intemaiionul oiganisations to 
take on tbe responsibility of 
following up the results of this 
meeting in a continuous and 
sustoin^le manner to inte- 
grate Arab woman in eco- 
nomic development 

The delibmtions of this 
seminar will he compiled in 
one document in collabora- 
tion with the NHF and the 
ILO. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The con- 
cept of using information 
technology as a tool to pro- 
mote economic developmeni 
will be innoduced at a nation- 
al workshop under the patron- 
age of Crown Prince 
Hassan beginning Dec. 8. 
according to a UoTted Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) presrs release. 

Organised by the National 
Information Centre with fund- 
ing from the LJNDP. the tw-o- 
day workshop will gather gov- 
ernment officials, the private 
sector, research institutions, 
and other interested organisa- 
tions (0 address the double 
diallenge of globalisation and 
the information rev'olution, the 
statement continued. 

The workshop is pait of an 
initi(uive launcl^ by 
UNDP's Regional Bureau for 
Arab States to trigger consul- 
tatioas on the Issue and devel- 
op a comprehensive pro- 
gramme of investment and 
technical assiaance to pro- 
mote cyber-economy, the 
announcemeni said 

Cyber-economy refers to an 
economy in wltich value is 
created predootinandy by 
skilliul management of infor- 
mation and in which knowl- 
edge-based industries domi- 


nate the gross d*;)mestic prod- 
uct. In order rc> compete in the 
global market, tliree factor-, 
are considered necesNary fr.r 
an economy to convert Into a 
cyber economy — the avail- 
ability Of infomiation lechnol- 
ogy, a sound and open ecf«no- 
my. and a highly-skilled work- 
force, according ic* the state- 
ment. 

.Although .Arab coumrie.s 
have been investing in educa- 
tion and training as well as lib- 
eralising their economics, one 
of the obstacles ihev continue 
to face is the limited Intemci 
access and insufficient num- 
ber of telephone lines for the 
population at laige. the siate- 
meni read 

The ultimate objective of 
this cyber-economy pro- 
gramme is to create an ,-\rab 
w'orkfotce that can fiinctifin 
Md benefit from opportunities 
created by the cyber-economy. 
According to LiNDP. tills 
would mean raising the sLin- 
dards of training and educa- 
tion in Arab counuies. allow- 
ing information technology to 
permeate all seciois of .And> 
economy and socieiv. and prr»- 
viding high-quality leleenm- 
munication services, the 
announcemeni concluded. 



4 World News 


Negotiators pin hopes on 


ministers for U.N. climate talks 


KVOTO» Japan (AFP) — 
Negotiators from 1 59 

nations pinned their hopes 
Saturday on the arrival of 
ministere and U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore to punch 
through a deadlock at U.N. 
global climate talks in 
Japan. 

Officials huddled in back- 
rooms to set out on paper the 
litany of disputes diat have 
delayed progress since the 
10-day conference began in 
Kyoto on Dec. 1. 

Cracks have spread among 
the nations ahead of the crit- 
ical ministerial stage .of 
negotiations storting 

Monday which seeks ,to 
damp legally-binding cuts 
on developed countries' 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Mr. Gore, due to fly in for 
just one day Monday, would 
back the U.S. proposal 
already on the table, said 
White House environmental 
ofTicial Derrick Forrister. 

“He is coming to reinforce 
the strength of the proposal 
that we have made.** Mr. 
Forrister told AFP, adding 
the debate here “still feels 
very fluid.*' 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and European Union leaders 
worked in Washington 
Friday to rescue the Kyoto 
talks but both sides were far 
apart over how best to 'cut 
gases and involve develop- 
ing nations. 

In a joint statement issued 
after the trans-Atlantic talks, 
the two sides said they 
w'ould “work vigorously 
together with other nations 
o\er the next week to bring 
the Kyoto negotiations ... to 
a sucMssful conclusion." 

Developing nation.*; are 
fuming at demands first 
raised by the United States 
they make commitments in 
Kyoto while the Europe 
Union is pined against. the 
United States o\er‘Hdw'’far 
to cut emissions. 

■‘"“Theft "is a- lot" 'df 
going on on a lot of fitinis 
and it’s ail h£q;>pening in ' 
dark rooms all around this 
building but 1 think there is a 
very good spirit that- it can 


be done.’* said AustraJia's 
lead official Meg 
McDonald. 

She expected no major 
development on key issues 
such as how far to cut output 
of greenhouse gases blamed 
for trapping the earth's heat 
until ^er European minis- 
ters meet Sunday. 

“That is obviously the big 
key to them getting a negoti- 
ating mandate," Ms. 
McDonald said. 

One European diplomat 


said EU officials were ham- 


menng out position.s on 
emission cuts, variable tar- 
gets. the panicipation of 
developing countries and 
the inclusion of greenhouse 
gas-absorbing objects such 
as trees. 

He doubted European 
ministers would manage to 
decide swtfdy on the long 
list of unresolved issues. 

Cedric Philibert, negotia- 
tor on the French delegation, 
said he had seen no move- 


U.S. lawmaker cites foreign 
policy in climate deal 


WASHINGTON (R) — Congress would oppose a climate 
change treaty if it allowed ‘’ro^e nations" to braerit 
emissions trading schemes or joint projects with industri- 
alised countries, a leading U.S. lawmato said Friday. 

Chairman of tht House Of Representatives Intonational 
Relations Committee. Rep. Benjamin Gilman, told 
President Bill Clinton in a letter that “to withstand scrutiny 
from Congress, any proposed intem^onal emissions trad- 
ing system muse exclude any count^ now under a U.N.- 
mandated erhbaigo." 

Mr. Gilman, a New York Republican, also said a nading 
system must allow partimpatmg countries to prevent 
“windfall benefits'* from going to countries drat are subject 
to import or export restrictions. 

Representatives of some 160 nations are holding final 
talks set to end next week in Kyoto. Japan, on a deal to 
reduce the world's emissions of heat-trapping gases from 
burning fossil fiiel.c. 

In those talk.s. the Clinton administration is pushing a 
system under which countries .that reduce their emission.^ 
below a set cap would have the ri^t to sell credits for that 
surplus reduction to other countries. 

The administration also wants a programme called “joint 
impleraentadon** in which industrialised countries would 
get credit for projecLs that reduce emissions from develop- 
ing countries. 

“I am sure you would agree that the United States would 
not unsh to participate in any arra^ment that would cre- 
ate foreign aid and technology assistance programmes that 
would benefit rogue states such as Iron, Cuba and Nor^ 
Korea.7 Mr. Gilman wrote to Mr. CUnusi. 

Mr. Gilman also said ’The coocenis of Congress are clear 
regarding the need for develomng countries to adhere to 
the same targets and timetables/’ foremissions reduction as 
iodusiriolis^ countries. 

MPate I^t ji9Qimj^r^i)nori^ou5J>\passed,a resolution 
saying developing counioes sfibuld have to take steps to 
curb emissioruji^^ithln die sarne.Time frame as industri- 
aTi^ countrtes' under''the treaty. Biit the rescAudon was 
worded ambiguously, and lawmakers are divided on its 
meaning. 

The cumate change treaty would be subject to ratification 
by. the .senate, and the hill Congress , likely would need to 
approve a variety of legi.s|ation to implement the treaty. 


First Korean peace talks session 


has ‘symbolic’ importance 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The opening next week of 
talks on a peace treaty for- 
mally ending the 1950-53 
Korean war has .symbolic 
importance but won't like- 
ly achieve any break- 
throughs. a senior U.S. 
official said Friday. 

The official, who spoke 
on condition that he not be 
named. also said 
Washington had no plans 
for a bilateral meeting 
alongside the Geneva talks 
among the two Koreas. 
China" and the United 
States. 

“1 would say that my 
own expectations for thi.s 
first meeting are .some- 
what raodesr in terms of 
substance.** the official 
said. “We are having the 
meeting and that itself h^s 
a greaf deal of symbolic 
importance." I 

“It was not an easy thing 
for the North Korean .si^e 
to agree to." be added. “I 
ihink it will be quite some 
time ... before we cw 
actually see real results." 

Hi.s characterisation was 
consistent with that of 
senior North Korean and 
Chinese dipiomaLs. 

All sides expect this first 
session of formal negotia- 
tions to be broad and gen- 
eral. focused on reducing 
tensions between the arch- 
rival Koreas and on 
replacing the U^N. 


armistice with a perma- 
nent peace regime. 

“I would hope that we 
could move fairly prompt- 
ly on to rca.sonable and 
practical measures (hat 
will be relevant to that 
agenda." the official said. 

"Hc als»o downplayed 


Pyongyang's in.sistencc on 


discussing the disposition 
of some 37.CKX) U.S. 
troops in South Korea, 
saying the subject could 
be raised in the context of 
a much broader di.scus- 


sion. 

Negotiators from all four 
countries arc to si( down 
early Tuesday in Geneva 
for iwo days of talks. 

Leading the dclcgatioas 
are U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Stanley 
Roth. South Korea's 
Ambassador to Paris Lee 
Sec- Young. North Korean 
Vice Foreign .Minister 
Kim Gye-Gwun. and 
Chinese Vice Foreign 
Minister Tung Jiaxuan. 

The U.S. official also 
suggested South Korea's 
economic woes may have 
less of a negative effect on 
the talks th^ analysts here 
have suggested. 

Seoul's massive IMF 
bailout mav in.stead have 
heightened’ Pyongjang's 
awareness that it has no 
access to such enormous 
aid to alleviate its own 
.severe economic troubles. 


he said. 

The United Slates and 
South Korea first pro- 
posed holding “four- 
puny" peace talks in April 
1996. to comprise the two 
Korej'H and the countries 
that backed them in (heir 
fratricidal war. 

V\’ashington wants above 
oil to minimise any risk to 
Ils troops, panicularly as it 
sees Pyongyang facing 
increasingly dire food 
shonages and severe eco- 
nomic straits. 

Nonh Korea- for its pan. 
aims to improve its rela- 
tions with the United 
States, which has main- 
tained a touch embargo 
against Pyongyang since 
Korean War fighting 
erupted in 1950. analysts 
sa>. 

It also wants food aid to 
alleviate .shonoges plagu- 
ing the country' since 
1995. Both Washington 
and Seoul are expected ti> 
sub-siamially increase their 
food aid contributions in 
the coming year. 

By offering incremental 
help. U.S. officials clearly 
hope to lure North Korea 
out of its international iso- 
lation. while ensuring that 
it adheres to a 199^ deal 
freezing Py ongyarif's sus- 
pected nuclear weapons 
programme. 


Cyclone Pam forms over Cook Islands 


RAROTONGA (AFP) — 
The Cook Islands was 
Saturday facing its third 
cyclone in just over a 
month. 

Officials declared 

Cyclone Pam wa.s 225 kilo- 
metres southwest of the 
nonhem atoll uf 
Rakahangu and was mov- 
ine south-southeast and 


sIqwIv intensifying. 

A gale warning was in 
force for the northern 
Cooks group including 
cyclone devastated 

Munihiki which was hit by 
Cyclone Martin at the 
beginning of November. 

Police Commissioner 
Tevai Matapo said Pam 
was moving at around 1 1 


kilometres per hour (six 
knots). 

On Nov. i Cyclone 
Martin flattened Manihiki. 
killing nine with 10 people 
still missing, presumed 
dead. It later that w-eck 
moved onto French 
Polynesia and killed nine 
more people. 


Sierra 
Leone junta 
clamps 
down on 
illicit 
diamond 


mining 


FREETOWN (AFPt — 
Sierra Leone's junta 
Saturday warned illegal 
diamond miners in the east 
of the country to comply 
with mining c^es and lift- 
ed a largely ignored ban on 
mining activity. 

"The government is total- 
ly annoyed with the man- 
ner and way diamond min- 
ing operations have been 
going on." Deputy Mini.ster 
of Mineral Resources 
Captain Paul Thomas 
announced after visiting 
the eastern mining area of 
Kono. 

Sierra Leone huasu some 
of the finest diamond 
deposits in the world. 

"\Vc would from now pn 
brook no nonsense and 
defaulter'^ of the law gov- 
erning mining will" be 
•^verely dealt" with." he 
said. 

'The rising uend in 
smuggling of precious 
gems by unscrupulous 
bu.sincssmen with the help 
of il(-motivaied public offi- 
cials sv:il no longer be tol- 
erated." he added. 

Mr. Thomas said miners 
would have to lake out 
licences and Uiat monitors 
from his ministry and the 
Goxernment Gold and 
Diamond Office would be 
sent to mining areas. 

"That's rather like .send- 
ing the cal lo guard the 
cream." one minine analyst 
told AFP. 
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Rtent in negotiations from 
the United State.s. Japan. 
New Zealand, Australia and 
Canada. 

“I am rather pessimistic.*’ 
he .said. 

New' Zealand's lead offi- 
cial Darryl Dunn unleashed 
fury the previous day by 
proposing that once devel- 
oped nation.s had made their 
commitment. developing 
countries would have to 
shoulder some of the bur- 
den. 

Nations ouLside the devel- 
oped world that were able to 
do so should agree by 2002 
at the latest to implement 
“binding quantified emis- 
sion limiiatinn.s“ from 2015. 
he said. 

“No. no, no." thundered 
Beijing's lead negotiator 
Zhong Shukong in response. 

“In the developed world 
only two people ride in u car 
tuid' yet you want u.s to give 
up riding a bus." he com- 
plained. 

There was no sign of a 
thaw in the icy refusal of 
developing countries 

Saturday. A Tanzanian 
diplomat entering a meeting 
of de\'eloping nations and 
China said the maner was 
“concluded" the previous 
day. 

faking 1 990 greenhouse 
gas eniissioas us a base, 
Europe is culling for a 15 
per cent cut by 2010. Japan 
for a five per cent cut 
between 2008 and 2012 and 
the United Stat&s for no 
change between 2008 and 
2012 . 

Bui each offer has a difier- 
ent underlying base. 

The United States, for 
example, includes six green- 
house gases in iis proposal 
while Europe and Japan 
include only three — yet 
another source of disagree- 
ment that must be resoh'cd. 

According lo U.N. e.sti- 
mates, current emission 
trends are likely to cause 
average global temperatures 
to rise 1.0 to .3.5 degrees 
Celsius over the next 100 



A Russian cargo plane, the Antonov-124 *Raslan' carrying two fighter jets,_ cnished 
shortly after taking off from a military airfield onto the streets of the Sibenan town 
of Irkutsk on Dec. 6. 46 victims includ^ two crews and 30 passengers have 
ilrmed dead in the crash. The Russian Interfax news agency.^quoting prwiminary 
unofTidaJ f1gure.s, said the final death toll could be as high as 150 (Reuter photo) 


150 feared dead 


in Siberia air crash 


MOSCOWfAFP) — A 
Russian airforce cargo 
plane crashed into the 
Siberian city of Irkut.sk 
Saturday, killing scores of 
people and causing a huge 
fire which wo.s stifl raging 
hours later. 

An early official death 
toll counted only the 46 
people on hoard the huge 
Antonov An- 124 aircraft, 
comprising 30 pa.s.sengcrs 
and 16 crew members. 

However an unnamed 
member of an investiga- 
tion commission into the 
crash told the Interfax 
new's agency (hat up to 
100 civilians may have 
been killed on the ground 
and another 100 may have 
been injured. 

Russian Prc.sident Boris 
Yeltsin hud called tin 
urgent meeting in the 
Kremlin to handle the dis- 
aster and Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin hud 
sent his condolences to 
the victims* relulivc.s. 
Russian new.s agencies 
reported. 

The ITAR-TASS agency 
quoted local civil defence 
officiulx as saying that the 
Antonov hit n children's 
home and destroved two 


fioors of a block of flats 
when it crushed into the 
Leninsky re.sidcmial dis- 
trict of the city. 

Rus.sia's Ministry for 
Emergencies quoted by 
Interfax .said that five 
buildings w-erc damaged 
in the crash and a fierce 
fire wu.s burning over an 
urea oC about 1.000 


Interfax. quoting 

defence ministry official, 
.said that the aeroplane 
crashed into a four-storey 
apartment block 1.5 kilo- 
metres from the runway. 
Weather conditions 

were said to be fair at the 


square nicire.s. 

Four hundred and fifty 
children were evueuuie'd 
fritm (he .scene, the 
agency said, adding that 
(he iinpuci was near a 
school. 

It .said 13 children were 
taken to hospital, seven of 
(hem with burn.s. A (oiul 
of 12 people, including 
(he children, were being 
treated in the hurn.s unit 
of 'the ' elty*s' Itnspi'tuI, 
Inierfax .said. 

' A spokcswnmuh for The 
Irkuisk regional adminis- 
tration said u large num- 
ber of fircfighlers hnd 
riisheil In the scene. 

The federal aviation .ser- 
vice, quoted by ITAR- 
TASS. said the plane 
erashed a( (1652 GMT. 
eight mimues after take- 
off. and was carrying iwu 
Sukhoi Su-.30 fighter jets. 


time. 

The Antonov's “black 
boxes". or flight 
recorders, were recovered 
at the .scene. Interfax said. 

The aeroplane wa.s fly- 
ing from Irkutsk to 
Vliidivosiok in the far 
eu.si of Russia before 
going on to deliver the 
two fighter jets lo 
Vietnam. 

The defence mini.siry 
appointed a commission 
headed by Minister for 
Emergencies Sergey 
Shoigu to investigate ih'e 
crash and airforce chief 
Pyotr Deinekin went to 
the district, which houses 
workers at the city’s air- 
era ft factory. 

Experts pul forward 
three liypothe.ses for the 
crash: that the Antonov 
had been ovcrlo.'tded. that 
.somehow the plane hud 
lost its equilibrium, or 
that it hud used an incor- 
rect takc-ofi’ iriijeciOTy. 


Red Cross returns 110 bodies 
as Sri Lanka counts the dead 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Sri Lankan troops 
Saturday reeciicti (he 
bodies of Ilf) coilcagues 
killed by Tamil 'Tiger 
rehel.s during a battle for 
a key highway that is 
claiming thousands nf 
cuxualties on htUh sides, 
officials said. 

The separulisi 

Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Edam " (LTTEt 
captured the bodies of 
the soldiers during fero- 
cious battles over a 
.strategic land mute in 
the north of (he country 
Thursday. 

The rebels later gave 
the bodies to the 
International Oimmiftce 
of the Red Cross which 
operaic.s a.s a neutral 
conduit between the tvu> 
sides in embattled areas. 

“Wc have given over to 
the military authorities 
in (the northern town j’jf) 
Vavuniya the bodies of 
110 personnel wc 
r eceiv ed from the 
LTTE." IGRC 

^ikesman Harsha 
ounuwardenu said. 

The defence minisiry 
in a statement confirmetJ 
that they received the 
bodies from ihc LTTt 
but said they were trying 
to establish the idemitv 
of the victims to ensure 
that they were in fact 
government soldiers. 

The troops were killed 
when the LTTE 
launched u massive 
coumer-offenci v e 
Thursday to stall a iwo- 
pronged military push 
into territory they hold 
in northern Sri Lanka, 
causing heavy casualties 
on both sides. 


In a slalcmcni sent 
here from their London 
office, the LITE said 
they killed .'i total of 3(Ki 
government snliliLTs and 
the htulies of I.L3 of 
them were captured. 
Some of the bodies were 
cremated, the LTTE 
said. 

Rebel deaths were 
placed at .3.5. including 
Ifi women, hni the 
defence ministry reject- 
ed the LTTF.'s’ claims 
and said guerrilla casu- 
alties were "very large.” 

The ministry said" the 
Tigers gave the names of 
l(l2 of their cudre.s killed 
over their internal radio 
comnuniications. 

The ministry statement 
.said iroiips had recov- 
ered .3(i bodies of g«w- 
crnmcni soldiers killed 
in Thursday's fighting in 
addition to the MO hiij- 
ies tliey received 
through the ICRC. 

Defence sources said 
security forces lost at 
le.isl I4.S soldiers, most- 
ly fn»m (he elite Special 
Forces commando unit, 
and speculated the LTTE 
suffered un equal num- 
ber n| losses despite 
rebel claims to (he con- 
trary. 

Defence sources said 
that there Itad been 
intense hund-io-hund 
battles. Aircraft were 
ineffective because of 
heavy rains and the nat- 
ural cover provided by 
large trees in the jungle 
terrain. 

The ministry said 
lighting erupted when 
adv.anced into 
L’JTE territory as pan of 
an olfensive to open the 


“A-9** highway io 
Juffnu. Security forces 
wrested e«tnirol of Jaffna 
in December 19‘>5 but 
(he land route remains 
under rebel control. 

Thursdas's fierce 
attack was the founh 
major cimmer-offcnsive 
launched by the LTTE 
since security forces 
mounted their t)ffcncive. 
code-named “.Sure 
Vieiorj." nearly seven 
monih.s ago to open the 
76-kilometre highwuv. 

Offieial figure.s show 
that about 950 soldiers 
have been killed since 
the .Sure Victory offen- 
sive begun. The govern- 
ment .S. 1 VS more than 
2.500 rebels have been 
killed by the military, a 
claim denied by the 
rebels. 

The fighting has 
claimed heavy casualties 
on both sides hut little 
damage to property, as 
civilians left the area 
long before the fighiinc 
began and the buttle is 
taking place deep inside 
jungle arcus. 

Two weeks ago the 
defence ministry said its 
forces had covered two- 
thirds of their objective 
and had only 20 kilome- 
tres to go. 

Tiger guerrillas are 
leading a campaign for 
independence in" the 
northern and ca.stcrn 
regions of Sri Lanka. 
More than 50.000 people 
have been killed in 
fighting in the past 25 
years. 


Cuba 


deports 

Berlin 


film 


festival 

official 


BERLIN (AFP)— -Cuban 
authorities arrested and 
later deponed Peter 

Schumann, an official of 
the annual Berlin film 
festival, when he arrived 
in Havana, festival organ- 
isers said in a statement 
Mr. Schumann, a film 
critic who has worked for 
many years for the 
Berllnale's International 
Forum section, has 
repeatedly critic'ised 
Cuban leaders for human 
rights abuses in the coun- 


try. 

He arrived in Havana 
Sunday to attend the D^. 
2-12 Latin American film 
festival in the Cuban cap- 
ital. but was immediately 
arrested and token to an 
interior ministry prison. 

Cuban authorities said 
he violated a two-year 
immigration ban but 
Berlinale ofilcials said 
Mr. Schumann had never 
been told he was persona 
non grata in Cuba. 

Mr. Schumann was not 
allowed to contact the 
German embassy and was 
deported Tuesday. 

A Latin American film 
expert. Mr. Schumann 
helped promote Cuban 
films including the world- 
wide box-office hit 
"Freza y Chocolate.” 
which won a Silver Bear 
award ut the Berlin* film 
festival. 

The international, forum 
suid it had lodged a 
protest with the head of 
the institute of Cuban cin- 
ema. Alfredo Guevari 
and called for Mr. 
Schumann's immigration 
ban to be lifted. 


Rescue on 
for 124 


crew on 


blazing 
S. Korean 
trawler 


LONDON (Ri— A South 
Korean trawler with 124 
crew was on fire in the sea 
f’f Okhotsk off Ru.s.sia'5 far 
cast coast after an explo- 
sion on hrvud, radio Russia 
reported Saturday. 

Tlic radio, monitored b>' 
the British Bro^co.siing 
Corporation, .said a Ru.s.siun 
cargo ship wa.s helping res- 
cue efforts. 

Crew members on the 
inmler. identified a.s the Pe 
Yang Ho. were being taken 
on board the Russian .ship 
as quickly os po.ssible , 
more explosions were I 
feared, the radio .said. j 

It said die trawler’s ' 

superstructure and btw> 
were ablaze, but no casioal’ 
lies hud been xepotted s<* 
for. 

The radio, which did nert 
say what caused the cxplo- 
sitm. said .several Soudt 
Korean trawlers were 
expected to arrive at the 
scene in a few hours. 

ITAR-TASS new.s 
agency said the cargo ship- 
ihe Grigory Alexandro^’- 
had been sailing to Rusris ^ 
fur east port of Magadan. | 

"But it immedialriy ' 
changed course when . 
^kipper learned about the 
explosion on board ^ 
South Korean trawler 
loyal to the rules of n»f' 
ttime fraiemity, hastened W 
help the South KonsutN 
said TASS, monitored by 
Reuters in London. 
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MAMELODL Soudi A&ica 
(AP) — Ab amnesty hearing 
for die convicted IdDers 
popular black leador Chns 
Hani was adjourned Riday to 
alknv mote witnesses to be 
called, the amnesty commit- 
tee's chairman said. 

Tbe beadog wUJ resume 
next year, said justice Hassan 
Mall, chairman of the amnes^ 
committee. No date was set 
The 1993 IdtUng of Hani. 
possibly Soudi Afiica's roost 
popular black leader af^ 
President Nelsoru threatened 
to plunge tbe country into 
chaos ai^ derail tbe counny's 
first all-race elections in 1 994. 

Clive Derby-Lewis, 62, a 
fonner Conservative Party 
in parliament and 
Jamisz Walus. 44, a Polish 
immigrant and fierce anti- 
communist were convicted 
of Hani's killing. 

Sentenced to death — com- 
muted to life in prison when 
South Africa's new con^tu- 
tion abolished the death penal- 
ty — tfa^' are now seeking 
amnesty for the crime. 

Tbe amnesty committee is 
part of tbe Truth and Reconcil- 
iation Commission investigat- 
ing apartbeid-era crimes. It 
can grant amnesty if it thinks 
the applicants are telling the 
trutii 3^ acted from political 
nxHives. 

The Hani amnesty hearing 
has been intorupied twice 
since it started in June to 
acLXvinmodate scheduling 
pTobIem$.b(y commissJoners, 
lawyets and Hani's family 
members. who oppose 
amnesiy. Friday was exp^d 
to be the last day. but ad^tioor 
al vkimesses will be called, Mr. 
Mall said. 

Friday, the committee heard 
that the gun used to kill Hani 
was stolen from the South 
African defence force and 
delivered to a house at the 
request of Derby-Lewis. 

Faan Venter, a friend of 
Derb>'-Lewi$, testified that 
Deri^-Lewis told Him, “we 
ate stocking up." 

Mr. Venter said he interpret- 
ed that to mean that die con- 
servative politician was arm- 
ing against the eventual 
tai^ver of the country by 
opponents of apartheid. 

'The gun was ^olen from 
the defence force,” N& Venter 
said. “I didn't reaDy want it as 
1 already bad a firrarm. It was 
a nuisance." 

Mr. \fenter said Derby- 
Lewis asked him to deliver the 
1^1 to tile Kiugersdorp 
home of a friend. 

"When handing over the 
gun I bad to say: ‘this is 
Clive's Jersey'," Mr. Venter 
said. 



No date set for new 
military exit from Bosnia 


Hong Kong Chief Executive Timg Chee-Hwa acddentally fails down as he tries to 
receive a flag from a student during a ceremony on kicking off a voter registration 
drive, ahead of the region's controversial first legislative election under Chinese rule 
(Reuter photo) 

H. Kong kicks off voter-registration 
week for 1998 legislature election 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong chief execu- 
tive Tung Chee-Hwa Sat- 
urday launched a massive 
voter-registration cam- 
paign in a bid to boost 
participation in the first 
elections here under Chi- 
nese rule in May 1998. 

Mr. Tung officiated at a 
ceremony to swear in 
more than 1,000 students 
from secondary schools 
and universities as “Voter 
Ambassadors.” 

The government plans 
for the ambassadors to 
visit every home in Hong 
Kong to help encourage 
people to vote in the polls 
for a new legislature 
which will replace the 
Provisional Legislature 
nominated by China. 

The provisional body 
came into office on July 1 
when Hong Kong reverted 
to Chinese sovereignty 
and the previous popular- 
ly-elected legislature 
devised by the last Gover- 
nor Chris Patten under 
British rule was scrapped. 

The Provisional Legisla- 
ture immediately came 
under fire from Democ- 
rats here as lacking credi- 
bility and transparency. 

All 19 members of the 
Democratic Party, includ- 
ing the Chairman Martin 
Lee, were ousted from the 
legislature after July 1. 

The Democratic Party 
launched its own territory 
wide street campaign Sat- 
urday to raise badly need- 
ed funds to fight the elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Lee. chairman of the 
Democratic Party, led six 
core party members in the 
public appeal, weaving 
among pre-Christmas 
shoppers. 


“Every ticket you buy 
from us would give us 
more encouragement,” 
Mr. Lee appealed to 
pedestrians. 

Mr. Lee said the election 
would be a very difficult 
one for his party as expen- 
diture for each candidate 
had increased to 500.000 
Hong Kong dollars 
($64,683). 

“We are different from 
the business-dominated 
parties. They have huge 
financial support from big 
corporations. We need to 
raise money on the streets 
from you," Mr. Lee said. 

The Democratic Party 
has raised 2.8 million 
Hong Kong dollars in 
fund raising trips to Cana- 
da and the United States. 

Twenty seats in tbe 60- 
seai legislature are up for 
election, the remainder to 
be filled from small spe- 
cial interest constituencies 
and by direct appoint- 
ment. 

Some 30.CKX) student 
ambassadors will visit 
more than two million 
households territorywide 
to help voter-registrations. 

Mr. Tung said he was 
confident &e “committed 
and idealistic” students 
would complete the regis- 
tration task over the next 
week. 

“We are now our own 
masters. Jn order to imple- 
ment the spirit of the poli- 
cy of 'one country, two 
systems', we must bold 
this election fairly and 
openly.” Mr. Tung said.. 

“But in order to achieve 
success for the election, 
we need massive partici- 
pation. I appeal to quali- 
fied citizens to register as 
voters,” Mr. Tung added. 


The venue was decorat- 
ed with colourful banners 
with “Hong Kong is my 
home, let's build the 
future” and “Panicipation 
in Hong Kong people rul- 
ing Hong Kong, don't 
hesitate to register as vot- 
ers." 

Donald Tsang, the finan- 
cial secretary*. Anson 
Chan, the chief secretary 
for administration and 
Elsie Leung, secretary for 
Justice, also took part. 

Mr. Tung gave the audi- 
ence a scare, when he 
tripped and fell as he was 
about to present a banner 
to a student, but was 
helped up and the audi- 
ence was asked to give 
him a round of applause 
for his “hard” efforts in 
promoting registration. 

Under the law anyone 
who is over 21 and has 
lived in Hong Kong legal- 
ly for more than seven 
years has the right to vote 
provided they are also 
permanent residents. 

The government has 

been running television 
and print campaigns to 
encourage people who are 
eligible, but who have not 
yet applied for permanent 
resident status to do so. 
Ethnic Chinese who have 
lived here more than 
seven years and those 
bom here generally 

receive it automatically. 

Legal experts have said 
that permanent residents 
who also hold foreign 
passports, which many 
people in Hong Kong do, 
could lose their right to 
consular protection by 
their home country as per- 
manent resident status 
could be considered 

equivalent to citizenship. 


New strains of superbug 
alarm doctors 


• LONDON (R) — Med- 
■ ical experts called Friday 

for special precautions 

- after Japanese doctors 

• identified new strains of 
a superbug with some 
resistance to the most 
potent antibiotic. 

• Dr. Keiichi Hiramatsu 
and colleagues at Jutendo 
University in Tokyo 

'• found a strain of the com- 
' D)on infection staphylo- 

- coccus aureus earlier this 

• year — known by its ini- 
. dais as VR$A — that did 

not respond to van- 
; comycin, the last line of 
. ; defence against infection. 
In their latest research, 

• reported in the Lancet 
'medical journal, they 
Uncovered more strains 
of the organism chat 

• showed variable resis- 
. 'tance to the drug. 

‘This is a very big 
.■•warning,” Dr. Soad 
' Tabaqchali, a microbiol- 


ogist at Sl 
B artholomew's Royal 
London School of Medi- 
cine and Dentistry, told 
Reuters. 

“If this organism 
spreads we may find 
some patients for whom 
the only antibiotics avail- 
able are ineffective.” 

Strains of the so-called 
MRSA bacteria that are 
resistant to the antibiotic 
methiciilin have been 
found around the world 
since the late 1970s, but 
doctors have always had 
another weapon — van- 
comycin. 

The discovery of the 
new strains of VRSA 
means the new superbug 
might eventually be 
untreatable. 

Dr. Hiramatsu and his 
team said there is “a need 
for special precaution to 
limit the spread of VRSA 
strains", a plea repeated 


by Dr. Tabaqchali. 

“More has to be done 
regarding detection, 
infection control and 
antibiotic policies,” she 
said. “We need to reduce 
usage of these veiy 
important antibiotics.” 

The bacterium usually 
results from a wound 
infection and is common 
in hospitals around the 
world. It can cause any- 
thing from a simple boil 
to life-threatening condi- 
tions such as blood poi- 
soning, meningitis and 
pneumonia. Elderly peo- 
ple and anyone with an 
impaired immune system 
ore most at risk. 

Penicillin was first used 
against the infection but 
as more powerful strains 
developed more effective 
drugs were needed. Up 
until now methiciilin and 
vancomycin were the 
most potent ireaunenis. 


which is why doctors are 
so alarmed about VRSA. 

Dr. Hiramatsu exam- 
ined vancomycin resis- 
tance in 1.149 strains of 
MRSA isolated from 
patients in 203 hospitals 
in Japan. Variable resis- 
tance was found in 20 per 
cent of strains from 
Jutendo University Hos- 
pital, in 9.3 per cent of 
those from seven univer- 
sity hospitals and in 1.3 
per cent of strains in clin- 
ics. 

Dr. Tabaqchali said 
MRSA is found world- 
wide now, which could 
lead to a vicious cycle of 
increased use of van- 
comycin and a build-up 
of resistant strains. Other 
drugs are being devel- 
oped but they are still 
experimental and not yet 
available. 


WASHINGTON (R) — There 
is “a general feeling" against 
setting a firm withdrawal 
for any new military force in 
Bosnia, but the United States 
and its allies have not decided 
whether to fix a deadline, U.S. 
Defence Secretary >Kfilliam 
Cc^ien said Friday. 

He told reports on his 
plane returning from Europe 
that the subject was controver- 
sial in tbe North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation and in the 
U.S. Congress, which must 
approve funding for any U.S. 
participation in such a follow- 
on to the currant Bosnia peaee- 
keepiog force. 

Wash^gtcm and its allies are 
deciding wiieiber to send 
troops to Bosnia next June 
after the scheduled exh of a 
NATO- led, 34.000-member 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR). 
Tbe United States has so ^ 
declined to commit uot^ for 
a force despite urging from 
Britain. Germany a^ France. 


'There is great divisioa on 
diis subject matter still on die 
hill ((j^td Hill). There was a 
division among die European 
members” of NATO, Mr. 
Cohen said of discussions at 
an alliance defence ministers 
meeting in Brussels diis week. 

‘There was no consoisus at 
tbe meeting about wfaetiier 
there should be a specific end 
date or end state;" he said. 

‘Tt^ was, 1 think, a gener- 
al feeraig. howevec, that spe- 
cific time lines and dates were 
generally not advisable. We 
have said that ourselves.” 

Me Cohen qnke a day after 
NATO Secrat^-General 
Javier Sdana said in Paris that 
any follow-on to SFOR should 
be kept under review frr possi- 
ble withdrawal rather than be 
given a fixed pull-out date. 

The secrataiy, who has been 
sceptical of further U.S. mili- 
tary pesence in Bosnia, said 
members of Congress were 
wary of a foUow-on American 


presence in large part because 
previous dt»:aHlingfi have not 
resulted in final military with- 
drawal from Bosnia. 

“I think there is a gre^ divi- 
sion of c^xnion of that on 
Capitol Hill. I think that most 
members of the (senate) ' 
Armed Services Comminee 
refiected some hesitation 
^xxn specific time lines in the 
past they probably would in 
tiie future,” he told reporters. 

'I think there is a sense that a 
great deal of progress has been 
made aixl that whenever a firm 
dale is set then certain expec- 
tations are raised on the pait of 
those who support it and on 
the port oS those vdio are 
oppe^ to Dayton (tbe Day- 
ton peace accords), and 
wbetiier dial is tiie most viable 
way of proceeding.’' 

Cohen strewed thtu time 
was only one factor in selling 
U.S. participation in any new 
force to Congress. Even more 
important he said, was a call 


by Washington for Europeans 
to pul more money and effort 
into training local police forces 
and rebuilding Bosnia 
“I think that (the time factor) 
is only one aqrect of the effort 
tosell this toO^itol Hill in the 
way of building a consensus, 
but not the only aspect” he 
said. 

In Brussels, the NATO 
defence ministers agreed to 
order military leaders of the 
member countries to begin 
plans for different options for a 
foUow-cm force in Bosnia next 
year. 

' Bui Mr. Cohen and U.S. 
officials at the meeting 
stressed repeatedly that Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton had made no 
decision and that Congress 
would require the VVTiiie 
House to meet stringent crite- 
ria such as numbers of Ameri- 
can troops and cost if Mr. Clin- 
ton decided to contribute sol- 
diers to the new force. 


U.S. charges filed in alleged theft 
from TWA flight 800 wreckage 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two 
TWA employees and a former 
police officer were charged 
Friday with stealing pieces of 
the TWA flight 800 wieck^ 
to support a theory* that a mis- 
sile brought down tbe jumbo 
jeL 

Terrell Stacey, a TWA pilot 
who woriced in a hangar 
where tbe plane was being 
reassembled, and Elizabeth 
Sanders, another TWA 
employee, were accused of 
conspiring to help Mrs. 
San<^' husband, James, the 
former pcHke officer, develop 
a theory that a missile brought 
douTi the. plane on July 17, 
1996. killing all'^lsO people 
aboard. 


Mr. Stacey was charged 
with theft of govenunent 
poperty, a misdemeanour, 
James and Elizabeth Sanders 
were each charged with aiding 
and abe tting , acceding to an 
affidavit filed in U.S. district 
court in Broddyn. The aiding 
and abetting charge carries a 
maximum of 10 years in 
fxison while the misde- 
meanour charge carries up to 
one year. 

Ncxie of tbe three has been 
arrest^ yet, but they are 
expecild to surrendec 

The stolen pans, which 
included a piece of seat fabric, 
were later used by conspiracy 
theorists to support their posi- 
tion that a missile br(»^t 


down flight 800. 

The 747 e:q}loded in midmr 
minutes after tdeeoff from 
New York's Kennedy Aiipoit, 
sending wreckage over 5 
miles of ocean off tbe coast of 
long island More than a mil- 
lion parts retrieved from tbe 
ocean bottom were taken to a 
nearby hangar where investi- 
gators have reconstructed the 
plane. 

James Kallsiroin. New York 
FBI head, announced two 
weeks ago that the FBI was 
suspending its probe into the 
cra^. having found no evi- 
dence that a bomb or missile 
brou^t down the plane. 

James Sanders, a former 
California police officer, had 


been under investigation by 
tiie FBI since last May, after 
he revealed that he had fabric 
from a seat cushion belonging 
to TWA ffighi 800. He said a 
California laboraroiy had test- 
ed red residue from a seat 
cushion, and had concluded 
that it contained missile fuel. 

Mr. Kallstrom has called 
Mr. Sanders' assertions outra- 
geous, saying that FBI analy- 
sis, confirmed by an indepen- 
dent lab, found the substance 
was glue used to hold the fab- 
ric to the seats. Mr. KaUstram 
said investigators tracked the 
glue back to its manufacturer, 
and die company, which holds 
a patent on the substance, con- 
firmed that ii was glue. 
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Suffering is indivisible 


THE 41 -nation conference in London on the 
Nazi gold reminds the world again of the vic- 
tims of World War II. When the international 
community speaks of the victims of Nazism, 
only the trauma of European Jews springs to 
mind, thus obscuring the fact that other peo- 
ples were also victimised by the Nazis. 

Many countries have so far offered contribu- 
tions to a fund for the rictimised Jews and their 
children and grandchildren. Other conferences 
will convene to trace art objects belonging to 
those victims. Even their insurance policies will 
be traced in an effort to widen the compensa- 
tion now being prepared for them. 

But while it is a noble effort to remember and 
compensate victims of the Nazi regime for all 
the evil perpetrated against them, there is a 
moral duty on the part of the international 
community not to forget the atrocities commit- 
ted against gentiles who suffered as a result of 
persecution against Jews. In order for the ongo- 
ing London meeting to serve as a model for 
remembering victims of genocides and other 
crimes against humanit}*, the prime movers 
behind the conference should widen its scope 
so that non-Jews can also benefit from intema- 
tionai concern and benevolence. While World 
War II is incomparable in extent, in terras of 
the atrocities committed before and during it. 
there have been other genocides that desene 
proper treatment from the comity of nations. 
Remember the million Cambodians who were 
massacred by the Khmer Rouge? The hundreds 
of thousands of Chechens who were killed in 
the war there two years ago, and the tbou^nds 
of Bosnians who were butchered In the 
Yugoslav civil war? 

Closer to home, 50 years ago, nearly one mil- 
Uon Palestinians were forced to flee their home- 
land and leave behind all their belongings and 
birth rights, and not Just possessions of pre- 
cious metals, bank accounts, art objects or 
iasurance policies. The magnitude of the losses 
sustained and still endured by the Palestinians 
at the hands of the Israelis whether in 1948 or 
in tile 1967 war is incalculable. 

Should then some of the money to be raised in 
London be earmarked for the Palestinians who 
have been denied all their properties and rights 
for over five decades? Or should a similar con- 
ference be convened to compensate all other 
peoples regardless of their reli^oa, race, colour 
or nationality. 

\Miile no people, with a few exceptions, can 
claim they lost as much as the European Jews 
did in World War IL other nations which have 
been dispossessed and made to suffer great 
hardships must not be forgotten in the scram- 
ble to compensate victims of the Holocaust. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra 'i's Sultan Hatiuh Saturday said (hut in vicu of 
the pfL'sem deadlock in the Arab-israeli peace negotia- 
tions and in lieht of Isrucl's adamant stand vis-a-vis the 
Palesvinian people's rights there is need for an Arab 
summit meeting where Arab leaders can adopt a collec- 
tive stand to address the situation. Faced with ilic 
intransigent Israeli stand and in view of the failure of 
the U.S. to force the Israeli.s to comply with the require- 
nienis of a just and comprehensive peace, the 
Palestinians seem to be helpless and supported only by 
Jordan which is spwiring no effort in backing the 
Palestine leadership’s quest to regain the occupied tcr- 
riioiy. said the writer. He said the Puicsiiniuns and the 
Jordanians have maintained their strong and unique 
relationship and. of course. Jordan has spared no effort 
in its drive to support the Palestinians in their quest to 
recain their richts. but the Arab Nation has a duty to 
back such effons and help the Palestinian.s attain their 
national and lecitimate objectives, said Haltab. The 
writer said the world community had imposed saitc- 
tions on Iraq making it pay for its brief occupation of 
Kuwait, but no sanctions and no punishment or any sort 
has been imposed on Israel to make it pay for its 30 
vcar.s occupation of Arab lands. He said the Arab coun- 
tries can collectively find a way to force Israel to suc- 
cumb to the requirements of peace. 


.Al Dustour's Yasser Zoairch said the danger ot a 
L'.S. military strike against Baghdad is still very much 
ali\e. and this is seen in the ongoing threats coming 
from Washington against the Iraqi leadership. The U.S. 
president is being instigated by the Zionist lobby to 
launch a miliiaiy strike on Iraq to further weaken the 
.Arab World and to remove any chance for the Arabs of 
ever regaining their occupied lands. Zaatreh said. The 
writer said in light of this situation, the Arab Gulf staic.v 
should escalate their total rejection of a military' strike 
against Iraq and they should make it clear that their ter- 
ritory will not be u.sed a.s a platform for launching 
aggression on the Arab country. The writer also said 
that the Arabs must launch u diplomatic offensive to 
w in European couniries' support for ending the sanc- 
tions on Iraq a«. well as averting further acts of aggres- 
sion on the Iraqi people. 
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Division over peace dividend 


BY PEACE dividend we mean American financial sup- 
port. joint economic projects, and a flow of foreign 
investments, the combination of which would help the 
Jordanian economy, reduce poverty, create more jobs 
and raise the standard of living so that the man/woman 
in the .street will feel the difference. 

Those who complain of the absence of a peace divi- 
dend can be divided into two groups: The purpo.se of the 
first group is to urge the parties concerned, especially 
the U.S.. Israel and the international community to 
recognise the problem and do more to help the 
Jordanian economy. By opting for peace. Jordan took 
upon it.self huge risks, therefore it is normal ro expect 
some rew'ard in the form of tangible benefits. The -sec- 
ond group aims at embarrassing (he government and 
showing that peace is fruitless. They prefer no war-no- 
peuce status which prevailed before signing the peace 
treaty until after Syria reaches its own peace" treaty with 
Israel. 

Those who oppose the peace treaty .nnd like to embar- 
rass the government have no right to demand peace div- 


idends. Not only because they reject peace as agreed 
upon, but also because they hale American aid. despite 
joint }noject.<.. abhor forcigii investments, and criiici.se 
Irbid qualified industrial zone (QIZ^ 

What the fin»t group dc-scribes ;is de.sirubie peace div- 
idends are scen*by the second group is damages and 
risks resulting from peace such a.s stepping up American 
inllueflce. inviting I.snicli economic hegemony, and 
allowing control of our national economy by foreigners. 

The demand for peace dividends by the tirsi group 
started to be answered. The U.S. fmancial aid to Jordan 
was increased by SlOO million this year and will reach 
$235 million next year. The benefits of the Irbid 
Industrial Estate and its de.signation by Washington us u 
qualified industrial zone is another dividend. The 
European Union provided Jordan this year with finan- 
cial aid several time.s the size of ihcir usual financial 
assistance in prevUnis years. The large scale projects to 
extract minerals from the Dead Sea are under way with 
partial external financing. 

It is now abundantly clear that pence dividends in 


favour of Jordan started to materialise. But m order to 
have a meaningfol dialogue over peace dividends, teir 
nature and presence, we have to agree on cert^ com- 
mon <»rounds. such as that peace dividends coming from 
the United States, Israel, and the international commu- 
nitv are required and desirable. Those who resent such 
dividends should not show disappointment and com- 
plain that peace was signed without dividends. As a 
mailer of logic such groups should be happy that what 
they call risks and damages did not happen after aJL 
The peace treaty between Jordan and Israel was signed 
in 1 at exactly the right time. Jordan recovered all ite 
occupied land, secured its share of water, and trans- 
formed its western ceasefire lines into international bor- 
ders recognised by Israel and the whole world. The 
ireaiv put an end to the probability of another war which 
mav'have resulted in another Israeli expansion, and 
established Jordan's national security. Those who 
couldn’t care less about Jordan’s national security have 
no right to complain that the dividends they don’t like of 
a treaty they don't approve of did not materialise. 


Jerusalem needs solid, united Arab, Islamic, Christian stand 


By Or. Raouf Abu jaber 


ON NOVEMBER 10. Al Aswaq daily pub- 
lished a disturbing report entitled; “Israel 
and the Vatican sign a legal agreement that 
constitutes the cornerstone in their bilateral 
normalisation process." 

The report was subsequently followed by 
other articles in the press confirming that 
the agreement was signed by the Israeli for- 
eign mini.ster and the Apostolic delegate to 
Israel who expressed delight over the move 
which he described as forming a new and 
imponam phase in the proce.ss of normalis- 
ing relations betw*een the Holy Sec and 
Israel l.Al Ra'i daily Nov.ll. I997l. 

The agreement reaffirms the principle of 
internal administrative independence of the 
Catholic institutions in Israel. It also reaf- 
firms the application of the Israeli law to the 
institutions* foreign relations — which in 
the view of the Jewish state means that 
Israeli law will be applied on eastern 
Jerusalem which was annexed in 1967 and 
houses the Holy Sepulchre Church. It has to 
be noted here that the Vatican has nut recog- 
nised Israel's annexation of eastern 
Jerusalem f.AI Dustour Nov. 1 1. 1997). 

On November II. 1997. the Jerusalem 
Post published the following*. 

'The agreement which deals with the 
legal status of the Catholic Church's institu- 
tions in Israel, i.s port of the basic agreement 
signed by Israel and the Holy Sec in 
December of 1993 and will provide the 
legal basis for the status and work of many 
other Catholic monasteries, schools and 
institutions which have been operating 
under Israeli iegislatton. With this agree- 
menL the Catholic Church in Israel and its 
affiliated institutions, will have a legal sta- 
tus similar to that granted to voluntary 
organisations. According to the Israeli for- 
eign ministry, this agreement does not grant 
the church any immunity — only indepen- 
dence to de^ with its imenial affairs. For 
this agreement to be implemented it will 
have to secure the necessary legislation 
from the Knesset. '* 

Al Dustt^ur daily published an imps'nunt 
commcnto.'y on No'. 12. 1997 by my friend 
Sheikh Hassan Tahboub. minister »>r.Awqjf 
and relignnts affairs in the Palestinian 
National .Authority. Sheikh Tahboub consid- 
ered the asrrccmcni a new daccer .stubbed in 


the bock of the peace process and said that it 
created a serious situation by giving l.sracl 
custody over the holy place.s in tlic Holy 
City of Jerusalem. This agreement, he said, 
violated all iniemational laws and rc.solu- 
iion.s which consider Eastcni Jerusalem a 
land occupied .since 1967. These interna- 
tional laws do not gram Israel the right to 
lake any decisions or to deal with or to 
assume custody over these pl;u:cs. He said 
that the agreement, which came as a sur- 
prise to the PNA. is rejected outright and i.s 
not considered binding for the amhi>riiy 
because it i.s simply a ire.sh Israeli attempt to 
preempt final status talks over the late of 
Jeru.s*aleiiL 

In order to adequately handle this danger- 
ous topic, it is inevitable feu us to return to 
the developments in ties betw'ccn Israel and 
the Vatican:- 

1. The serious dialogue dates back to 1965 
when the second Vatican council endorsed a 
document that absolved the Jews from mur- 
dering Jesus Christ. 

2. The recent dialogue between the 
Vatican and Israel .storied In 1992 w'hen both 
sides created a bilateral committee entrusted 
with normalising rclatioas. 

3. Israel ami The Vatican .signed the basic 
‘agreement on 1^. 20. 1993 and both sides 
exchanged reprewntaiives and documents 
of mutual recognition. They also pledged to ' 
combat anti-SemilisiD. 

4. 'These developments were a source of 
regret in the Arab countries whicli used to 
deeply appreciate the Vatican's long stand- 
ing pmiUon on the Palestine problem. More 
than others, the JordiuiJanv and the 
Pulesticiians. including their Catholic com- 
munities. were deeply hurt. They conveyed 
to the Vatican tbeii dismay and 'dissatislac- 
lion over the Holy See’s mow. 

5. Perhaps the most outspoken sUiiemcni 
came from Patriarch Moxiniu.s V. Hakim, 
head of the Greek Catholic Church, w'ho in 
an interview with the l^banese Al Safir 
newspaper on June 4. 1994 .said: “Our 
church is not keen on following the rales of 
the Vatican. Wc are free to act in ntatlcrs that 
hase a political mmire. ami if ilie Holy Sw 
(o«»lc a stand different from the pivsi’nl i>ne 
and if it commilled a blunder and iibun- 
doned Jerusalem, wc will t»ppi»M: every thing 
wc sec as comni\x*ning .Arii interesls.” 

Bur the Greek Onlnxlox C'hurch. the 


Inrge.si in the Holy Land, has failed .so far in 
Issuing any reaction. 

6. According to the Israel-Vatican 
December agreement, the first .step to fol- 
low the cstubli.shmeni of diplomatic rela- 
tions was the creation of expen committees 
to work out details regarding the legal and 
financial status of the Catholic Church and 
its properties in the Holy Land. These com- 
miitee.s .should, under the provi.sions of the 
agreement, complete their work in 24 
months. I would like ii> point out that the 
Catholic Church own.s 300 institutions in 
Israel and the occupied Arab territories, 
including .school.s. hospitals and orphan- 
ages. 

7. The basic agreement opened the door 
for the conclusion of a pnMneoi on June 15. 
1994 declaring the establishment of full 
diplomatic tics at the level of Apostolic del- 
egate for the Vatican and amba.ssndor for 
Israel. Yossi Beilin, the former deputy for- 
eign minister of Israel, announced the 
accord that was issued .simultaneously in the 
Vatican and Israel: 

a) The Vatican is intere.sted in taking part 
in efforts to find u religiou.s .solution for 
Jenisnlem w'hen the i.ssuc i.s put forward for 
discussions aimed at reaching a final setile- 
mcni. 

b) The holy places issue w'ould not be .set- 
tled "Solely in discussions* with the 
Palestinians, hut also with the represema- 
iive.s of.thc variims. religions. The Holy Sec 
has an Interest in this question. 

c) Israel does not recognise the Vatican’s 
position demunding intemationu) guar- 
aiurces for the Holy City. 

S. The general feeling *wa.s that the Vatican 
could have postponed taking these steps and 
the e.xchunge of ambassadors with l.srael 
until (he time when all the outstanding 
i.ssues would have been .settled and/or until 
the i|uesiiuns pertaining in the Isrueli- 
Pule.strniun aeeorJs have^en tackled. 

9. As to the Christian communities in 
Jordan and Palestine, they felt that the 
Vatican took a unilulcrul step in dealing with 
que.siinns that concern them and that the sit- 
uation would have been bciier had there 
been a unified stand before the decisions 
were taken. TItis feeling lal to di.ssatisfac- 
tion and protests at the levels of both 
Christian laymen and clergy. 

This brief outline about this cxiremelv 


important issue clearly .shows that the agree- 
ment on the mutual recognition as signed on 
Dec. 30. 1992 has actually laid the foundar 
tion for a future relationship between Israel 
and the Vatican. The ensuing results have 
started to show strongly in the arena. 
Despite our full knowledge of its contents 
when it w*as first unveiled, we have failed to 
taire any mea.sure over the past five years to 
deal witli this issue. Wi^have not moved one 
inch forward despite our full knowledge diat 
making media statements will not redress 
the situation. Here again, we were taken by 
.■surprise. The question we should ask our- 
selves is what i.s our future working;plaD to 
place matters in their right perspective? And 
what can we do to remove the dagger that 
WU.S .stabbed in the back of the peace process 
as Sheikh Tahboub said. 

*The question is what should we do to con- 
front these po.sitions. The answer is that we 
have to conduct a quick .study on the various 
articles of the agreement after it is ob^ned 
by the concerned authorities through legal 
means. After that, we should set up a spe- 
ciali-sed commission to conduct urgent talks 
with all Arab parties that ore concerned widi 
Jenisoiejn’s religious issues, most impor- 
tantly the following:- 

1. The Palestinian Ministry of Awqaf and 
Religious Affairs 

2. Arab-Christian religious- leaders 

3. Muslim religious leaders ^ 

4. Officials in charge of the Jerusalem- 
portfolio 

5. Other organisations which have a rela- 
tionship with Jerusalem, particularly 
Christian Arabs in the the city and its sulv 
urbs. 

The aim of the.se consultations is to find 
and to agree on a realistic working plan that 
would enable these organisations to follow a 
course of action to counter the present trend, 
which, if allowed to continue, would shake 
the .Arab <tond from its foundation and 
w’ould give Israel complete custody over the 
holy places in Jerusalem. "I^e Holy City 
lives in the conscience of tiic Arab people 
and it should acquire the first priority on the 
Arab .Naiion'.s agenda because this Holy 
City i.s a .sacred tru.si for every Arab. 


77if Wi nter is president of the Orthoda.\ 
Central Council. He contributed this article 
In fin* Jordan Timc.'f. 


The year of living dangerously 


B'v Gwvnne Over 


THE L.\ST of .Asia's hidden eco- 
nomic tiir.e-bomb«. in South 
Korea'" dcbl-riddcn industrial 
conglomerates and Japan's seen.*- 
tivc banking sector. ha\e now 
been drugged out into the open. 
The global economy will proba- 
bly ride init the resulting 
upheavals without j m.ijnr reces- 
sion. But what about Asia's polit- 
ical stability? 

“If this I Russian i gusemment 
went and the rouble went, you'd 
have hyper-inflation. \i>u‘d have a 
closing-up to the Western world 
because reform didn't work." said 
.Al Breach of the Russian 
European Centre for Economic 
Policy in Moscow. “It would be a 
while bcfi'rc you got another set 
of people prepared to carry out 
reforms, and in the meantime 
things could he very ugly.” 

“If Indonesia enters a period of 
serious politick instability, it 
might derail the w hole process (of 
eennomic restructuringi." s.nid 
Julio Cesar Parenas of Manila's 
Centre for Research and 
Commimicalions. pointing out 
that President Suharto is nou 76 
and has no designated successor. 
When power last changed hands 
in Indonesia three decades ago. 
half a million people died. 

In Taiwan, voters have just 
given the bsggcst-evcr N.K>st to the 
opposition DcRUK'raric 

Progressive Party iDPPl. which 
advocates declaring forntul inde- 
pendence from China. It will 
probably win control of the Icgis- 
iiture next year — but the 
Communist Chinese regime ha.s 


always ihrc;ncned to invade if 
Taiwan declares independence. If 
the Asian economic disaster 
spreads into China, the regime 
might welcome confrontation 
with Taiwan to distraa ciltrcns 
from their domestic woes. 

In India, the coalition govern- 
ment has just fallen, and ilic like- 
liest beneficiary is the Hindu sec- 
tarian Bharatiya Janata P;u*ty. The 
BJP's anil- Muslim cx[n.*nu.sls talk 
openly about *(c.sting' u nuclear 
weapon jusi lo overawe Pakistan 
— and that would almost auto- 
m.'Uically push (he f^dristanis tniu 


of Coninnmisin in Europe ended 
the Cold War and facilllalcJ the 
spread «>r denioeoujy elsewhere. 
Sodikim Hussein’s invasion of 
Kuu'jit indircvliy caused u new 
.Arab-J.sracM peace process that 
transfttrincd the poliiieal climate 
of the Middle Eiisi. Globalisation 
unleaslicil an unpreeedented wave 
of economic growth in most of the 
larger countries of what wc used 
lo call the 'Third World.’ 

The re.sult i.s our brave new 
world id’ free niurket.s, open soci- 
eties. global communications, and 
(in most pl.iecs) peace. There 


Not all of these crises-in-waiting 
are linked to the current turmoil 
in the global markets, but 
synergistic effects could turn 
them into a real trend-breaker. 


cxplvniing a weapon 
Welcome to nuclear cotifroniaiion 
in the sub-omincrtt. 

Then there’s tiic dcieriwuing 
Israch-Palc.siiiiian relaiioiisbip. 
.md Iraq, and North Korea, and 
sundry other na.sbpo(nts artnind 
the periphery of Asia. Not all of 
these cnscH-in-waitiDS are linked 
to the current lurmvul in the glob- 
al markets, but synergistic effccLs 
could turn them into a real ticnd- 
brciiker. 

"e have now had five or six 
years of positive synergy. The fall 


have been piditical .stragglers and 
ccommiic casualties, bm Uic 
wwld is in better shape than it 
used to he. 

The worry is ihai xvnergy inav 
be a two-way street. What if sev- 
eral thiiig-v gi> wrung in A.sia at 
once'.' Which ol them wruild be 
mere local niisfoniines. aiui 
which combmalion.s might trigger 
a slide back into a iliifcrcnt and 
much mt*re dangerous kind of 
world* 

When yim pose ily. question this 
w'.’iy. even contingencies like a 


North Korean attack on the South 
or a renewal of the Paiestinian 
'iiuiladn' in the Israeli-occupied 
territories fade in imporiunee. 
Any upheaval that remains con- 
fined within one country, like a 
succe.ssion crisis in Indonesia, is 
only a Iwal mi.sforiunc. 

What really counts, in this con- 
text. is Asia's three great powers: 
Cliinu, India, and Russia, (Japan, 
though an economic giant, lacks 
the other attributes of great-power 
.status.) If these three powers, or 
even any two of them, become 
hostile towards their neighbours, 
then the whole world may be poi- 
soned by the fall-out. 

The country least at risk, oddlv. 
is the one with the most repressive 
regime. China's non-convertible 
currency and largely state-con- 
irollcd economy insulate it from 
the pressures that have forced so 
ni.*my of it.s neighbours into 
painful rcfomi.s. Reform must 
come to the Chiitc.se cconomv in 
the end. but it won't be this year. 

It i.s well that the International 
Monetary Fund (IMFI docs not 
have to cope with bailing Beijing 
out at the same time us it is dcai- 
iiig with half the rest of Asia. It is 
certainly good that the Chinese 
Communist regime docs noi need 
military' distractions abroad at the 
lime when Taiwan i.s finallv 
democratising, and starting to 
question the old shibboleths ubout 
reunifieatton. 

RuSsSia i.s more w'orri.sortie. 
because the whole 

Ydtsiii/Chubais strategy for 
ensuring a Communist defeat in 
jhc 1999 election hinges on pay- 
ing off back wages and getting 


economic growth moving by the 
end of this year. But the recovery 
depends on foreign investmeot 
and loans, and both are ffeeiog 
Russia as part of the panicky 
retreat from ‘emerging markets’ 
alter the .Asian disasters. 

To slow the night, Russia has 
already doubled Us interest rates, 
which is killing domestic growth. 

If the rouble is hit hard by specu- ' 
lators. inflauon will re-igniie. The 
IMF may .soon have to step in 
with emergency aid to prevent a 
fiscal melidow'n in Ru.ssia. 

That will mean swallowing its 
principles, for the IMF is already 
withholding promised money as a 
way of forcing Moscow to gel its 
finance'' in order. But this is u case 
where principles may have to 
wail: Russia's people have contin- 
ued to back democracy and 
reform through six years of eco- 
nomic misery, but there probably 
is limit to their patience. 
don't want to find out where it i*- 

Finally. India. Outsiders have no 
business meddling in the democ- 
ratic choiec.s of Indians, even if 
they choo.se to elect the BJP. BiU 
if India were lo blow off anothW 
nuclear weapon, after abstaiomf 
for a quurter-century. it wouW 
have a profoundly negatiw 
impact on expectations 
behaviours throughout Asia. 

The odds are still goexi that none i 
of these things will happen, of at 
least not enough of them 
change the fundamentally hopefid 
trend of events. But this is dcB' 
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Building a new Lebanon ravages its Ottoman treasures 



Ottoman villas like this one are increasingly being viewed by most modern Lebanese 
as worth no more than the land they stand on (photo by Roben FiskJ 


Lebanon's cultural heritage of 
Ottoman mansions and villas 
is being destroyed — even as 
the country rebuilds itself 
after 16 years of civil war. In a 
nation Where only land — not 
property ^ has value, specu- 
lators are tearing down a mag- 
nificent legacy from the 19th 
century. 

By Robert Fish 

THEY ARE disappearing like 
old friends. For years, I had dri- 
ven past a declining Ottoman 
villa opposite the Ein El Mreisse 
mosque near my home in Beirut. 
It bad arched windows with del- 
icate lead tracery and a bright 
red tile roof — one of the very 
red roofs that T.E. Lawrence 
admired when he visited the city 
before World War I. 

Then one day, 1 had to make a 
detour on the coast road because 
a massive ball-and-chain 
machine had been erected on the 
road and was busy smashing 
down the villa. Today, in its 
place, there stands a cheap block 
of concrete apartments and, on 
the ground floor, a hamburger 
joint. 

The books of old photographs 
which are now' so popular with 
Lebanon's upper classes show 
that Beirut was once the most 
beautiful city on the eastern 
Mediterranean coast, a noble, 
dignified place of castles and 
oaidenS and gentle rectangular 
houses of cut stone and Turkish 
windows and fluted pillars. 

It was a town of traders, Chris- 
tians and Muslims. Jews and 
Armenians, Turks and Egyptians 
and French and English, a city 
whose bouses were often smoth- 
ered in bougainvillaea. 

Its shameful destruction began 
in the sixties, when developers 
used bulldozers to pulverise the 
great Ottoman houses on the sea 
front near the St. George Hotel 
and allowed the Gulf Arabs to 
build apartment blocks in the 
mountain villages. The wartime 
militias and the Syrian and 
Israeli armies destroyed the city 
a second time in the eighties. 

Now its third destruction has 
begun. Down- are coming the 
red-roofed homes on the coast 
that' survived the civil -war; 
Down are coming the colonnad- 
ed old schools only lightly 
touched by shells. On the heavi- 
ly-damaged quayside in Beirut. 
Solidere — *ihe company 
charged with rebuilding the ci^ 
— levelled a street of magnifi- 
cent Ottoman facades. 

True. Solidere is restoring 
hundreds of buildings, though 


many of them are of French 
mandate (1920-46) vintage. 
Even the mock-Baroque facade 
of the Martyrs’ Square police 
station was smashed down after 
the war. “It was an error,*’ one of 
Soldiere’s leading shareholders 
told me later. ‘Tt will be rebuilt 
as it was.*’ But it has not been 
rebuilt. 

All across Lebanon, it is the 
same story. Buildings of dressed 
stone and pretty balconies and 
hallways entered between 
Egyptian-style pillars are being 
left to rot. Some were damaged 
in the war, their roofs tom off by 
artillery fire and now allowed to 
decay. 

Others have been deliberately 
left to die. the very last of 
Lebanon’s civil war wounded, 
abandoned on the battlefield. 
For seven winters since the war 
ended, the rain has guttered 
through the eaves, the storms 
have smashed at the remaining 
carefully cut glass in the 
Arabesque windows. Piles of 
marble floor tiles, wrought-iron 
balustrades and wooden rafters 
can now be bought as job lots in 
the Basta flea-market in Beirut. 
A piece of Carrera marble costs 
50p. ‘Tt*s now practically hope- 
less to think that we can keep 
the old Beirut," Costa Domani 
says. As a leading member of 
the Association Pour La Protec- 
tion des Sites ei Anciens Murs 
de Liban (Apsali. he has 
watched the Lebanese ignore 
their country’s heritage both 
during and after the war as the 
old capitalist ethos that inspired 
the nation turned the old villas 
and palaces to dust. 

“Anything in Lebanon is tied 
to money value — not sentimen- 
tal or architectural value. The 
land is the thing that is valuable 
— anything built on the land has 
no value whatsoever. Those who 
have made money have done so 
through land speculation. To 
safeguard old houses, you need 
3 change in people's thinking." 

Apsal believes that owners of 
fine old properties could be 
encouraged to restore them by 
referential tax treatment, even 
y reintroducing the old 
Ottoman system or sharafieh — 
whereby those residents who 
overlook a beautiful house or its 
gardens would be asked to con- 
tribute towards the upkeep of 
them. "We would like to create a 
snowball effect with property 
owners to make them see that if 
these houses could be main- 
tained they would have real 
commercial value. There could 
be laws which demand preserva- 
tion." 


Already in the Chouf moun- 
tains, largely inhabited by mem- 
bers of the Druze faith. Walid 
Jumblatt — leader of the Druze 
and a minister in the Lebanese 
government — has ordained that 
no house of historical value or 
beauty may be destroyed. 

He has filled the palace of Beit 
Eddine — once the home of 
Emir Beshir the Second and now 
the site of an annual music festi- 
val run by his wife Nora — with 
Roman mosaic "floors. He has 
supported the preservation of 
the wonderful old stone walls 
and “serail" in the Christian 
mountain town of Deir EI- 
Qamar. 

The new downtown Beirut pro- 
ject — much praised by the 
press and foreign governments 
as a svmbol of Lebanon's post- 
war re'birth — has promised the 
Lebanese a new city of high-rise 
hotels and business centres, 
banks and archaeological parks 
and apartment blocks. 

But the pictures boasting of 
the “new" Beirut look frighten- 
ingly similar to Jeddah and Abu 
Dhabi and all the other Gulf port 
cities which used the wealth of 
the 1970s to destroy their her- 
itage for money. Solidere has 
poured millions into restoration 
— some of it spent on valuable 
discoveries of Beirut’s Phoeni- 
cian. Roman and Byzantine past. 

But Domani, who himself lives 
in a 150-year old house in Sur- 
sock Street in the Ashrafieh 
quarter of Beirut, is not satis- 
fied. alleging that the company 
has wrecked 17th-century areas 
“without pity" and has pre- 
served less than 50 per cent of 
the 550 old buildings in the 
ruined former wartime front- 
line. Solidere is preserving the 
old Jewish synagogue in Wadi 
Abu Jamil — damaged by civil 
war fighting and also by Israeli, 
shellfire in 1982 — in the centre 
of Beirut but, according to 
Apsal, seven beautiful Ottoman 
houses in the same street have 
been destroyed to W'iden the 
roadway. 

“We nave to be more active 
ourselves," Domani says. “We 
must look for sponsorship from 
abroad, from wealthy companies 
and individuals; add we must"" 
come up with projects that - 
would give these buildings an 
economic significance. .At the - 
moment, some of these houses 
are lived in by tenants paying 
tiny fixed rents — so the houses 
are uneconomical for the owners 
who can do little to improve 
their revenues. And the people 
who have money in this country 
don't realise what they can do 


with these beautiful houses — 
there's a lot of status quo from 
Iivin| in a mansion. Yet all these 
people want is to live in modem 
condominiums." 


How to change a people? “Pity 
the nation that. . .boasts not 
except among its ruins." the 
Lebanese poet Kahlil Gibran 


wrote in 1934. He can say that 
again. 


T/ie Independent 


Humanitarian issues should be taken into account in future discussions of refugee problem — Prince Hassan 


(Continued from page 1) 

sovemment saying that 
“dismay over Netanyahu's 
policies and our differ- 
ences with his position 
should not pre\'ent us from 
launching a dialogue with 
the moderate voices in 
Israel and the world at 
large wjth the purpose of 
attaining peace in the 
region." 

He stressed that stability 
and peace in the region can 
be achieved throu^ mutu- 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

The regime, and the c^iposi- 
lion which boycotted the ballot, 
should seek to find an alterna- 
tive foum for dialogue and 
cooperanon. Me. Izzeddine told 
Ate icHdan Times. “Not being in 
{^BiiatQmt does not mean 
being unable to a^^iioacfa the 
^emmenL Parliament is \-eiy 
important, but so are other insd- 
tudons in the civO socieiy, like 
polidcal pardes, pressure 
groups and think-tanks." 

Mr. iTTpAfine \^>as a member 
in a luyaUy^ppointed btoad- 
based commissioa that helped 
draft the 1991 bkuional Chaim. 

included guidelines ftx* 
the country's future d^nociadc 

path. 

.'Foimal d is ewsa t^s in Par- 
lian^ot should be compleixeni- 
ed by infcnsal discussions out- 
side I^riiament,” said Mr. 
Izsdt^, 

The Islamic Acdcm Bont 
(lAF). ixxiidcal annof the pow- 
erilil Muslim Brothethood 
luovaneni, and ei^ polidcal 
panies bqycooed this years 
in protest at what they 
said was a steady erosioD (tf 
parliaiiKDtaiy aududty under 
sucessive governments. 

'Iltty said diey were against 


al cooperation within the 
framework of a code of 
ethics which can be laid by 
the various ponies through 
dialogue and cooperation. 

Prince Hassan said that 
absence of dialogue was 
behind the past failure in 
achieving strong coopera- 
tion and association with 
Europe and stressed the 
need for an rostitution- 
alised form of dialogue to 
achieve aspired goals. 

Referring to the impor- 
tant role which the Euro- 


peans can play regarding 
the peace process. Prince 
Hassan said that the 
Barcelona Declaration has 
succeeded in laying down 
the foundation for a dia- 
logue with the Middle 
E^t, and emphasised the 
importance of multi-party' 
cooperation in the cultural, 
security and economic 
fields. 

Prince Hassan said that 
the time has come for a re- 
examinauon of the concept 
of education and the flow 


of information between 
Europe and the Middle 
East u'ithin a framework 
that would safeguard tradi- 
tions and heritage, whilst 
at the same lime seeking to 
understand each other's 
cultures. He also stressed 
that the diveigence of 
views when based on 
mutual respect is important 
because it further deepens 
the concept of dialogue 
between the two sides. 

Prince Hassan referred to 
the new world order by 


saying that “this subject 
leads us to say that regret- 
tably .some nations which 
exerted positive efforts and 
fulfilled their requirements 
to the 'imemational club* 
have not received the atten- 
tion matching these 
efforts." 

Prince Hassan laid stress 
to the major role which 
NGOs can play in serving 
socieiy and promoting 
region^ cooperation and 
cultural exchange, whereas 
all are committed to the 


humanitarian code of con- 
duct. 

Referring to inter-faith 
dialogue, the Crown Prince 
said ±at the region embod- 
ies two rival concepts: the 
rebirth of nationalism and 
religious fanaticism, 
stressing the need for a 
constructive dialogue to 
reconcile them and to help 
achieve economic and cul- 
tural cooperation. 

Referring to the 50th 
anniversary of the Univer- 
sal Declaration of Human 


Rights. Prince Hassan said 
rbai the anniversary under- 
lines the importance of 
humanitarian concepts and 
the fuinilment of the prin- 
ciples of humanitarian 
understanding which con 
be achieved through the 
NCOS, which deal with 
social issues, armed vio- 
lence. terrorism and also 
such issues as famine. 

In this respect the Prince 
noted that while some parts 
of the world enjoy the 
lion's share of food others 


continue to suffer, and that 
this situation contravenes 
the very concepts of moral 
principles. 

Prince Hassan said that 
regrettably the West has 
dealt with this region in 
three dimensional con- 
cepts: Israel, security and 
oil. As u result, he added, 
these concepts prevented 
the emergence of a trans- 
parent order which can 
deal with the region's con- 
flicts. 


Kingdom awaits new legislation as democracy finds itself at a junction 


flie onfrferson, ooe-\ote sys- 
tem und^ w'hich the last two 
elections were held and criti- 
cised mid-May ameodmenis to 
the 1993 Press and Publications 
Law as lowering the ceiling of 
public freedoms. 

The govemmeot maintains 
that its cfipooems must learn 
the rules of democracy' and 
respect majority decisions. 

Dismissing the opposition's 
charges as unfound^ Deputy 
Prime Minister Abduikii 
Ensour pointed out that all 
political shades in the Kingdom 
were given the possibility to 

ejqjress their stands freely. 

“Could anybody say that dif- 
fereni positions are not being 
expressed? Did any member of 
the opposition ever ask for a 
forum to express his ideas and 
receive a refusal as an answer? 
Were not all main issues, 
the peace treaty to the eiccnons 
law, debated imd voted on Par- 
liament?’ Dr. Ensour ^d. 

However, former Prime Min- 
isier and Lower House Speaker 
Tnher MasrL a liberal who 

backed the boycott caD, told the 

Jordan Times the cunent elec- 
toral law should be tdxogated to 
save the Kin^om's democra- 
cy. . 

Many lite him believe me 


sy'siem, introduced io 1993, 
encouraged tribalism in a soci- 
ety where tribal cc«isiderations 
always come befere polit- 
ical afSliations. 

“A change of the electoral 
system ^lould be the first step 
in order to reiive the deroocra- 
dsation process and show gen- 
uine intentions from Che gov- 
ernment side." he said. “A oed- 
ible government should start 
until bold steps." he added. 

“Unfortunately, righti^ think- 
ing is now taking over in our- 
poUcy-making. and chil institu- 
tions are becoming weaker and 
weaker." 

Politicians remain dhided on 
whether the new 80-s6tt Lower 
House will be :ti>le to meet the 
challenge of inqxoving law's 
that will take Jordan into the 
year 2000 and guarantee greater 
freedoms. 

Oppostievt leaders say the 
(Thai:^‘s make up and die 
deputies' lack of legal expertise 
— only' tt handful are bwyers 
tty edu^on — are major set- 
twks. 

Only 16 ate opposhion 
deputi^ — Islamists. F^-Ara- 
bi^ leftists and ind^sendenis, 
while the rest are tribal leaders, 
centrists and pno-establishmenr 
figures. 


However, others s^' popular 
criticism against die present 
make-up of the Lower House, 
and suggestions Parliament will 
be a mere rubber stamp, mi^i 
put deputies on the defensiv'e. 

They' say a recent survey cot- 
ducted by a local institute 
showed that most of the 
deputies opposed the soict 
amendments inntxkiced to the 
press law. 

Details of the proposed three 
draft lows have remained 
skeicto'. But acxxxding to offi- 
cial sources. Inierior Minister 
Nadur Rashid has already pre- 
sented the government with tus 
versioa of the new elections 
law. 

The draft is expected to 
dhide the Kingdom into 80 
coDstiaieDCies from the cuirent 
21 to ensure better representa- 
tion, to reduce voting age to 18 
from 19. and to introduce mag- 
n^ voting cards to guard 
againsr any obuses — key' 
points u se d to challenge the 
fairness of the November poll. 

Changes introduced to the 
law on political parties ^ 
to gj\*e the InteriOT 
hCirisier a greyer role in mOTi-. 
mring party funds, 'v'hile the 
□umbo' of founding members 
mighr be increased from 50 lo 


200. according to speculations. 

The new pc^iucal ponies law 
is also e.xpected to dissolve any 
political party that frails to 
achieve pariiamentary' repre- 
sentation in two ccNisecutive 
electkms and might introduce a 
capital requirement for parties, 
analysts have said. 

'The govemmem is thinking 
of wea^ting political ponies, 
but it does not understand how 
dangerous tins game is." said 
human rights araivist Labib 
Qamhawi. an independent 
opposition figure. 

“Any polity aiming ai alienat- 
ing the opposition will cieaie 
ch^ and disorder." 

Dr. Qtmhawi and others 
believe a national conference 
would be the only legitintate 
venue for the formulation of the 
three cornerstone laws, instead 
of having the govemmem pre- 
sent tbeiii ro PariiamenL 

The 1997 elections have 
exposed the organisational 
weaknesses of most of the 
existing 21 political parties. 

Apart fi^m [be Islamist 
movement that was allowed to 
<peiiae under a bun irrposed on 
ail parties in 1957 to counter 
roraraunisi grdips, none of the 
new group! l^alised after 
1992, wiK able to have an 


impact on the electorate and 
win large following. 

Despite the meiger of nine 
politii:^ groups in the much- 
touted centrist National Consti- 
tutional Party' (NCR), only two 
of their official 1 1 candidates 
won. 

The election boycctt of the 
organised and influentia] lAF 
— which bad 17 deputies in the 
former legislaiine ■ — has 
stripped the Lower House of 
what could have been the 
largest single party. 

The decision of two Islamists 
to run in the elections — lAF 
leader .Abdullah Akaileh. and 
Muslim Brotherhood leader 
Mohammad Azaydeh — has 
led to internal rifts thi^tening 
to tear the movement apart 

Politicians said the internal 
crisis in the Brotherhood 
reflected a struggle between its 
old guard, who have always 
coexisted peacefully' with the 
regime, and a young and angry 
tide of grassroots members. 

Major internal lAF elections 
set for Dec. 18 will show 
whether hawks or doves will 
gain a major say in sh^g the 
party’s political future. 

The government has 
remained righr-lipped on 
changes to tlte professional 


associations law' governing the 
Kingdom's i 2 unions. 

But speculations are that the 
new' law will make member- 
ship in the unions voluntary, 
separate public sector from pri- 
vate sector members, and 
appoint a manager to superv'ise 
the activities of each associa- 
tion. 

Successive governments have 
been engaged in aitempts lo de- 
politidse the out^ken 
Islamist and leftisi-dominaied 
unicHis — a hot bed for political 
activism during the three- 
decade ban on parties. 

^Mthout a significant parlia- 
mematy' opposition, the unions 
are expect^ to become an ever 
greater focus for dlsseni 

Many politicians believe 
accelerated political reforms 
will take a while because of 
other local and regional factors. 
They said the democratic 
mariAi made a major reverse 
after Jordan signed the peace 
izeaty with Israel, opposed by 
many of the 42 million people. 

■‘After the signing of the Wadi 
Araba (peace) treaty, priority in 
the govenuDent's agenda was 
given to smoothing relations 
w'ith Israel at the expense of 
democracy," Dr. (Jamhaui said. 

Stressing that the peace treaty 


was abundantly dfoaied by the 
last PariiamenL which also rati- 
fied iL Dr. Ens'i'ur said tiut "in j 
ebumry where there is no 
democracy, nobody could say 
that there is no democracy." 

However, "it is not a coinci- 
dence ihoL vvhen the peace 
process stopped, the democrati- 
sation process .slowed down." 
Mr. i77rtiHinr» said 

Political activists worn ihoi 
lack of progress in overall .Arab- 
Israeli peace effoas and mount- 
ing unemployment and poverty 
could tip (he balance in favour 
of the hard-liners and further 
harm effcMts to boost demc^.Ta- 

cy. 

"The people's frustration is 
increasing, and this will not 
lead towards the building of a 
modem JonJan," said Mr. 
Masn. 

“But the process could still be 
reversed and that depends on 
the ammunitions ttuu the siatp. 
will give to the moderates, not 
only in the Muslim Brother- 
hood but in all of the Jondonion 
society'," he concluded 
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EU to help upgrade 
Jordan’s insurance 
operations, services 


By lyad Waqfl 
Speical tn the JordanTimess 

AMMAN — Industry. 
Trade and Supply Min- 
ister Hani Mufki said 
Saturday that his min- 
istry is now developing 
Its insurance department 
through the aid and sup- 
port of the European 
Union (EU) in order to 
benefit from Europe's 
e^ertise in this regard. 

Dr. Mulki told the Jor- 
dan Times that the min- 
istry is now in the 
process of preparing and 
formulating new laws 
diat would improve the 
insurance services. 

The proposed law 
should be in line with 
international insurance 
Jaws and should be 
transparent and able to 
atu-act investments, the 
minister said. 

Dr. Mulki added: ‘The 


new legislation is quite 
different from the previ- 
ous law in that it takes 
into consideration the 
concept of reinsur- 
ance." 

Basel Hindawi. the 
director of the ministry’s 
insurance department, 
indicated that a Jordan- 
ian-European meeting, 
which was held last 
Thursday, focused on 
two aspects, the first of 
which was to float insur- 
ance premiums through 
adopting market econo- 
my policies. 

‘The second one was 
to amend the compulso- 
ly insurance pric- 
ing."said Dr. Hindawi, 
voicing hope that the 
compulsory insurance 
pricing would be bal- 
anced to cover the dam- 
ages and be acceptable 
to all parties. 


Lebanon to raise foreign 
debt in ‘stability plan’ 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
^banon plans to tap 
international capital 
markets for around S2 
billion in a bid to slash 
its burgeoning budget 
deficit and ease pressure 
on the Lebanese pound. 

The cabinet has decid- 
ed to restructure its esti- 
mated $13.9 billion 
public debt ^ convert- 
ing around $2 billion of 
internal liabilities into 
foreign currency debt. 

TTie stability plan, 
which also outlines a 
drastic cut in spending 
and a boost to revenues 
mainly through a one 
per cent tax on company 
turnover, was unani- 
mously adopted by the 
23 ministers at the 
meeting. 

Prirne Minister Rafik 
Hariri said interest rates 
on debt in foreign cur- 
rencies such as francs, 
yen or U.S. dollars were 
around half the 17 to 19 
per cent for debt 
Lebanese pounds. 
"Foreign debt is 


dangerous as Ions; as it 
does not exceed SO per 
cent of our total liabili- 
tie."?," Mr. Hariri told 


IMF cuts 1998 world f\ HOROSCOPE 


growth estimates in 
light of Asian crisis 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, December 7. 1997 


By Undo C Black, Tribune Media Service, Inc. 
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OFFRE D'EMPLOWACANCY 


LE CENTRE CULTUREL ET DE COOPERATION UNGUISTIQUE DAMMAN RECHERCHE 
UN(E) SECRETAIRE DE DIRECTION TRILINGUE (FRANCAIS-ARABE-ANGLAIS) AYANT 
UNE BONNE EXPERIENCE PROFESSIWNELLE K WORD ET EXCEL POUR WINDOWS 
ET UNE CAPACITE A LA REDACTION EN FRANCAIS. LES CANDrDAT(E)S 
INTERESSE(E)S VOUDRONT BIEN FAIRE IWIVENIR LEUR LETTRE DE MOTIVATION 
MANUSCRTTE ACCOMPAGNEE DXIN CURRICULUM VTIAE PAR TELECOPIE AU 
DIRECTEUR DU CENTRE JUSQUAU IS/ 12/97 DELAIDERIGUEUR. 
TH.ECOP1E:630 061 
TELEPHONE: 637 009 


1 TURKEY PER KILO 

3.150 JD. ONLY 

1 BISTO GRAVY 

3.900 JO. ONLY 

1 TULIP SAUSAGES (ALL FLAVOURS) 

0.5Qj)JD. ONLY 

1 TURKEY PER KILO 

1.250 JD. only 

I KOKECHIf)^E NOODLES 

0.380 JD. ONLY 

1 ITAUAN PASTA 

0.655 JD. ONLY 

1 NESQUIK FLAVOURED DRINK 

,y.n.' j A,—.' ui jiiu .iij Lii 1. 

1.520 JD. ONLY 


5% MARCIN or Ppm 

COME & SEE OUR UNBEATABLE PRICES, NOT EVEN 
NEW OR OLD STORES CAN BEAT OUR PRICES 

^aeo» 

IBWEST 
PRICES 
IN TOWN 
ALWfflfS 

WHOLE SALE PRICES FOR ALL GOODS IN 

5^ 


ABDOUN ONLY 

TEL. 819666 - 819677 FA X 812057 
1"HE Dsily Crossword Ecfted by WayneRobeitwaiiams 


ACROSS 
1 Gun 

manufacturer 
S Mus. sample 
9 Incus of the ear 

14 Man with regrets 

15 Grade sch. 

16 1863 Vicksburg 
event 

17 Made-up 
monster 

1 B Suburban side 
street 

19 Boston fish 
choice 

20 Jade 

22 John, the writer 

23 Sew 

24 Highest: prel. 

26 George Roy or 

Graham 

29 Aher all this time 
33 The best 
37 Pop 

39 Bladdhom 

40 LoUapaleoza 

41 Poet Nash 

42 Casino 
calculation 

43 Like Nash's lama 

44 Nothing in 
Nogales 

45 Grind (teeth) 

46 Monetary unit of 
Spain 

48 Smtiish island 
50 Trig, function 
52 Friend of Pooh 
57 Light wood 
60 Jack 

63 Broadcasting 

64 South American 
cape 

65 Sieve, the goKer 

66 Ghana's capital 

67 Othenwise 

68 Actress Moran 

69 Syndrome 
associated with 
aspirin 

70 Blue a trail 

71 Took to court 

DOWN 

1 Harvest haul 

2 Kin of should 

3 TheMrtgof 
France 

4 City on the Adige 

5 Site of an oracte 
of Apollo 


said Lebanon was 
obliged to borrow to 
meet its spending 
because of the swcilin 
budget deficit, wit 
expenditure exceeding 
revenue by 60 per cent 
up to October, com- 
pared with the forecast 
37 per cent for all 
1997. 

Lebanon's public debt 
is around 85 per cent of 
gross domestic product, 
while debt servicin 
costs take up around 4 l 
per cent of the budget, 
compared with 31.5 per 
cent in costs for the 
country’s 150.0(X) pub- 
lic servants. 

Mr. Hariri said the 
external borrowing plan 
will free up more than 
$2 billion for the private 
sector which would .spur 
economic activity and 
lower interest rates on 
the Lebanese pound. 

Lebanon's public 
finances have spiralled 
out of control because 
of corruption among 
politicians and civil ser- 
vants and the rehisal of 
many of the country's 
well-off citizens to pay 
taxes and utility bills. 

The stability plan was 
the result of an accord 
betw'een Mr. Hariri, 
Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi and parliu- 
meniary speaker Nabih 
Bern, a key ally of 
Syria, the main power 
broker in Lebanon. 

"The key point in the 
plan is the $2 billion 
borrowing which will 
allow the authorities to 
confront pressures 
which could weigh 
down the national cur- 
rency before the presi- 
dential election in 
November 1998," an 
economist said. 

The wrangling 
between the pro-Syrian 
rulers, which arose 
before the adoption of 
the plan, cost the central 
bank of Lebanon some 
S2 billion between June 
and the end of October 
to defend the stability of 
the pound." one banker 
said. 

"The announcement of 
the stabilisation plan 
has reversed the weak- 
ness on the foreign 
exchange market and 
the Bank of Lebanon 
has started to buy back, 
in small quantities, for- 
eign currencies," the 
banker added. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A senior IW official 
warned F:iday that the 
Asian financial crisis would 
cut deeply into world 
growth next year, with out- 
put falling from a projected 
to 4.3 per cent to 3.5 per 
cent. 

But Stanley Fischer, 
deputy mon^ng director at 
the International Monetaiy 
Fund (IMF), predicted that 
troubled Asian economies 
would rebound "in a couple 
of years," reaching annual 
growth rates of between six 
and seven per cent. 

He wus also upbeat on 
prospects for South Korea, 
telling journalists here that a 
just-approved IMF financial 
aid and reform package was 
the best means of restoring 
growth to its struggling 
economy. 

He said that since 
Wednesilay. when a tenta- 
tive ageemeat on the bailout 
package was announced, the 
South Korean won had 
appreciated 2.5 per cent, 
stock prices were up 15 per 
cent and the "hemonliag- 
ing” in foreign reserves 
been halted. 

In fact, Mr. Fischer added, 
if all goes well, "it is entire- 
ly passible South Korea will 
not have to draw on the later 
tranches of the pro- 
gramme." 

He was addressing 
reponers here following 
IMF executive board 
approval of a three-yearS21 
billion credit for South 
Korea. 

The funds are part of a res- 
cue package that with con- 
tributions from the World 
Bank, the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank and individual 
countries could amount to 
more than $55 billion — the 
largest in IMF history. 

Mr. Fischer disclosed thot 
the IMF, which last Septem- 
ber predicted a 4.8 per cent 
increase in world economic 
growth in 199$. would later 
this month announce a 
downward revision in its 
estimates to 3.5 per cent 
because of weakness in 
Asia. 

"The outlook in Asia and 
Japan has worsened .signfi- 
canily.'* he said. 

While he declined to pre- 
dict when the turmoil in 
A.sia, brought on by plung- 
ing currencies, slumping 
exports and unreliable bak- 
ing systems, would end, he 
said the right steps had been 
taken. 

We have seen that when a 
government take.s decisive 
action, when it raises inter- 
est rates ... and ligthcns fis- 


cal policy decisively, mar- 
kets respond.” he sires.sed. 
“As long as governments 
defend £cm.sclvcs. they'll 
.succeeed." 

Since July the IMF has 
been called on to work out 
rescue programmes for 
Thailand. Indonesia and 
South Korea that could 
amount to nearly 5100 bil- 
lion. 

"They arc the best way of 
restoring growth in the ‘mir- 
acle' economies of cast 
Asia," he declared. 

The South Korean piick- 
age requires the government 
to impose strict di.scipline 
on the operations of bank.s 
and cortxirations and to 
open up the financial sector 
to competition and foreign 
participation. 

Troubled financial instiru- 
tions will be .shut down or 
restructured. 

To bolster confidence, 
monetary policy is to be 
tightened immediately. 
Already, the core interest 
rate has been raised from 
12.5 percent on Dec. I to 25 
per cent as of Friday. 

But Mr. Fischer denied 
suggestions that the mea- 
sures were too severe and 
threatened to lead South 
Korea into a recession. 

"Without our assistance, 
there would have been a 
much deeper recession," he 
insisted. ‘This is a problem 
created before wc arrived." 

The IMF foresees gross 
domestic product expansion 
in South Korea falling from 
six per cent in 1997 to 
between 2.5 and three per 
cent next year. 

But budget cuts will be 
limited, Mr. Fischer 
stressed, adding that the 
IMF was not out to trim 
growth. 

"We see this programme 
as having very little fiscal 
adjiLstment — jasi the nec- 
essaiy omojinL" he said 
Mr. Fischer also main- 
tained that the IMF still hod 
adequate resources to con- 
front future crises. 

Taking account of the 
three bailout packages 
already approved, the Fund 
had SM billion in uncom- 
mitted re.servcs and authori- 
sation to borrow up to $25 
billion, he .said. 

In addition, he noted, the 
IMF at its joint meeting in 
Hong Kong with the World 
Bonk in September 
endorsed a 45 per cent 
increase in IMF quoia.'^. 

"In the event of more 
major crises we will have 
access to reasonable 
umnuni.s of funding." he 
said. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Advances you've made 
recently should hold, but it will be more difficult to push 
ahead for the next few weeks. New things you attempt 
will fall flat; some could even produce messes. Stick with 
what you know. Even that could get confusing, but the 
stakes aren't quite so high. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You'll find it easier to 
get places you've already been. That's partioJiy because 
you know the direct route and partially tecause you have 
altemacive routes you could take. Today, you'll notice 
this as you visit friends. Allow extra time to reach each 
destination. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Mercury, as you know, is 
your ruling planet It's ju.st gone retrograde in Capricorn, 
highlighting jointly held finances. This could mean the 
household money is running out. Stop spending it on 
anything except die barest of necessities. You'll have fun 
anyway. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’ll be much more 
successful today, and for the next few weeks, if you stick 
with what works. Don't tiy out a bunch of new stuff. Pull 
out the oldest recipes you have, instead. Your mate won't 
like the new fare and neither will you. So why bother? 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Son and file. Toss ail the 
stuff you won’t be needing anymore. You’ll be amazed at 
how much junk you've accumulated. With a little plan- 
ning. you'll be able to fit 1997 neatly into boxes. Launch 
new enterprises after Mercury goes direct on Dec. 27. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You'll be more 
successful today, and for the next few weeks, if you go 
backward instead of forward. You'll win at games you've 
played before. You'll enjoy talking over old times. Get 
out the photo albums tonight and give it a try. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) It looks like 
there's confusion at your house. Not to worry. You have 
to make a big mess before you get things just the way you 
want them. Creativit}' often looks like chaos at first. If 
you don't want unsolicited criticism, demand privacy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) Review what 
was done belbre. Keep the best parts. and toss out the 
stuff that didn't work. That goes for many areas of your 
life, not the lca.st of which is romance. Something that 
worked really well for your grandparents will aJso work 
for you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
To^y, and for the next few weeks, you’ll make money 
doing things you've done before. There may also be 
buried trea.sure among your old belongings. This could 
be a coupon to redeem or a $50 bill hidden in a pocket 
Dig around and see what you con find. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) History is 
•your teacher. You will learn all sorts of valuable lessons 
ojjr the next few week.s. Many of them will be from 
older people, lelUng you storie.s from their youth. As you 
understand more of what happened in the past, it'll be 
easier to make choices now. 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 to February 19) Certain infor- 
mation you ve acquired must remain private. That's par- 
tially just bwauM you promised. You'll be learnins more 
about the situation in the coming few weeks. There's no 
point in passing a story along until you're sure you’ve 
got it right. •' 

-O) i" ‘he 

habit of playing Santa Claus, do it again. You'll be even 
more successful than in years gone by. It's not a good 
Idea to tj^ on a new chore during this coming phase. 

Yonr with charitable activities. 

Your experience is an advantage. 


Birthstone of December; Turquoise - Zircon 



9 Classify 

10 Jack 

11 Actress Miles 

12 Borodin opera. 
"Prince _■ 

13 Spartan quean 
21 Callback 

25 James, the actor 

27 Org. of Pepper 
and Webb 

28 Chei)4 and Alan 

30 'Meimisto Waitz* 
star 

31 Makes a new 
lawn 

32 John, the pianist 

33 Drop heavily 

34 Futhark letter 

35 French islands 

36 Jack 

38 C^e visor 
41 Judah’s son 
45 Sideshow 
perfwmer 


47 Crownlets 
49 Desired 
51 ^ of the 
Banymores 

53 Holy cow! 

54 Japanese 
seaport 

S Oo up laces 


56 Make scholaily 
corrections 

57 AdutI male pig 

58 Noun-femikig 
suffix 

59 Diaphanous 

61 ChaiacterizaPon 

62 Sky bear 


WHAT MOM EN- 
JCYEP WHILE 
V>OlN& Tri£ 
LINENS. 

New orrange tne cifcied ieners la j 
form (he surprise answer, as sug* 
gostod by the above cartoon. 

op ^ * 4 ^ y N 

L .A. .X .. 4 

(Anawers temonow) 


TACKS-ING' work 


can bo this - 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 



Minister of finance requests 
stricter procedures for 
accepting cheques 

** DUE TO the rise in the number of 
bouncing cheques* the Ministi^ of Finance 
has decided, to toughen the procedures for 
accepting cheques that go to the general 
revenue accouoL Hnance Minister 
Suleiman Hafez said his ministry has 
recently noticed that cheques were still 
being returned by various commercial 
banks for lack of iueds alirer these cheques 
were received by accountants &om some 
government departments for the general 
revenue accounL 

In a comrauniqud. he requested aU trea- 
surers and collectors of funds not to accept 
any cheque before ensuring that all the nec- 
essary conditions are complete. He noted 
that such a procedure was necessary due to 
the long time it takes to coUect the amounts 
and to the long legal period to process the 
cases in courts if cert^ situations are war- 
ranted. 

In another related matter, the Ministry of 
Finance has asked the various ministries to 
strictly re&ain from borrowing or taking 
any new credits from bonks unless prior 
coordination is done in this regard with the 
Ministry of Finance. Mr. Hafez requested 
all the ministries not to exceed the loanee 
of credit facilities owed to the commercial 
banks as of SepL 30/1997 until the end of 
this year. 

The measure was taken to etrsure that no 
new negative impact results on the public 
sector i^elMedni^ towards the bar^ by 
the end of this year. (AJ Aswaq). 


Touqan: Most Jordanian 
contractors do not have work 

** THE SITUATION in the construction 
sector is worrying under the obvious reces- 
sion it is passing through, the chief of the 
contractors association has said. ""Out of the 
1J!00 members of the association, only 300 
are currently having woik,'* Wa'el Touqan 
said. **We cannot hide the fact that most Jor- 
danian contractors do not have work." 

Mr. Touqan expressed the hope that future 
projects that the private sector will be 
launching will support the constiucuon 'sec- 
tor. “although that would not be enough to 
soK'e the problem." The association presi- 
dent expressed his astonishment over 
demands by public sector institutions that 
foreign firms be involved in the tenders 
although such firms have no relation to the 
construction industry. 

TTie association presitfent underiined the 
importance of implementing article 8 of the 
association law which stressed the need to 
register and classify the contractor at the 
association. He liot^ that the construction 
seaor employs 1 3 per cent of the woilcforce 
and accounts for 10 per cent of the gross 
national producL 

Mr. Touqan called for setting up huge 
construction companies to match those for- 
eign ones and be able to compete with them. 
He said such huge firms would enable Jor- 
danian contractors to gain foreign expertise 
and win outside projects. In tlus regard, one 
of the proposals is for local contractors to 
specialise in order to spread the expansion 
of technology and to allow foreign workers 
to stay in the Kingdom until replacements 
are found (AJ Aswaq). 
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US Dollar 
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3.6400 
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3.6728 
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us Dollar 
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1.1796 

Sugar ($/ton) 

300.7 

-^Spot 


DE Mark 

0.3969 

0.3989 

Wheat (3/tDn) 

126.5 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04911 

04936 

Soya(c/Ibs) 

24.68 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1186 

0.1192 

Tea(stg/kg) 

168 

Spot 


JPYen 

0.543 

0.6487 

Barley (S/bsh) 

! 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.3523 

0.3541 

Rlce($/tDn} 

370 

Spot 


ITUra 

04052 

04072 



" Source: cenirc 
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Protect environment or lose money, banks told 


SINGAPORE (R) — Banks 
must protect the environ- 
ment or risk losing money, 
officials have said. 

Bankers and government 
officials attending a United 
Nadons-spoosor^ confer- 
ence on finance and the 
environment told Reuters 
pollution was quickly 

becoming one of the 
biggest risks facing compa- 
nies and the institutions that 
lent them money. 

Pressure to cxinsider the 
environment was rising 
rapidly in Europe and the 
United States and would 
soon be a major factor in 
Asia and the rest of the 
developing world, they 
said. 

“Why do banks need to 
think about the environ- 
ment? because* number 
one, they want to be paid 
back.” scud Dermis 
Zvinakis, field director for 
the United States Asia 
Environmental Partnership 


Agency in the Philippines. 

“It might just effect our 
bottom Une," a^ed Hein- 
rich Hugenschmidt. head of 
Environmental Manage^ 
ment Services at the Union 
Bank of Switzerland in 
Zurich. “The environmental 
problems of our clients may 
become our financial prob- 
lems.” 

“We distinguish three 
main environmental risks: 
Liability risks, business 
risks — if our clients are 
affected by environmental 
issues, so are we — and 
reputation risks,” he said. 

One of biggest risks 
from pollution was its 
potenti^ impact on the 
security of loans, said 
Charles Crowe, legal advis- 
er to HSBC Holdings PLC. 

“A large proportion of 
loans are secured on land. If 
the customer that has given 
you that security carries out 
a polluting activity on that 
land, your security is w'orth 


nothing," he said. 

Officials said sharehold- 
ers and governments were 
increasingly insisting that 
firms which damaged the 
world around them were 
penalised or even had their 
operations shut down. 

Pressure to protect the 
environment grew as coun- 
tries became wealthier or 
more industrially devel- 
oped. Typically this was 
when gross national prod- 
uct (GDP) reached about 
S5.000 per head per year — 
a stage which many coun- 
irie.s in Asia and other 
regions were entering, Mr. 
Zvinakis said. 

And it was far cheaper to 
consider the environment 
before starting a project 
than after it was completed. 

“Environmental costs 
become progressively more 
expensive, the longer you 
wait in the industrial 
cycle." he said. 

Asia and other regions 


could learn from the mis- 
takes of the developed 
world and invest now rather 
than later, officials said. 

For example, a recent 
World Bank study suggest- 
ed about 80 per cent of the 
industrial investment in 
South East Asia needed by 
2020 still wasn't in place. 

“That high rate of indus- 
trial turnover presents an 
opportunity. If you choose 
the right investment now, 
the clean up rate or the 
damage would be a lot 
less.” Mr. Zvinakis said. 

Protecting the environ- 
ment also offered huge 
investment opportunities. 

“Environment is big busi- 
ness.” said Hussein Abaza. 
chief of economics, trade 
and environment at the 
United Nations Environ- 
ment Programme. 

“The forthcoming market 
is for environmentally 
sound technologies, practis- 
es and cultures. So it is in 


the best interests of banks 
to incorporate environmen- 
tal considerations into their 
practices to gain more mar- 
kets and more business." he 
added. 

Mr. Crowe said sponsor- 
ing clean technology at)d 
green invesimeni funds 
offered banks attractive 
returns. 

“There is money to be 
made out of the environ- 
ment," he said. 

“You may find a petrol 
(gasoline) station that 
wants to borrow 50.000 
pounds to redo the facia on 
his petrol station. You may 
be better off lending him 
100,000 where he can 
spend the additional money 
putting in new stainless 
steel petrol tanks in his 
ground so they don't leak. 

“You will be lending 
more money, so you get a 
better return and also you 
will be reducing your risk, 
so you win both ways." 


Insurers warn of green-minded investment shift 


KYOTO, J^an (R) — Sup- 
port for international efforts 
to combat global warming is 
now emeiging fiom the 
biggest hitters in world equi- 
ty markets; Global insur- 
ance and reinsurance com- 
panies. 

Concerned that the impact 
of a warmer planet would be 
devastating to the insurwee 
business, many are using 
their massive presence in 


global equity markets as a 
tiireai to publicly listed com- 
panies to either act fast envi- 
ronraentally, or risk a sell- 
off of their stock. 

“What we are doing in 
essence is sounding the 
alarm to big business to let 
them know that it is in their 
interest to diversi^ and 
adsqit to the challenges of 
global wanning in oi^r to 
remain a smart investment," 


said Andrew Dlugolecki. a 
general manager of Cana- 
da's largest insurer. General 
Accident of Britain. 

Mr. Dlugolecki, attending 
a global conference on cli- 
mate change in Kyoto, west- 
ern Japan, said insurers and 
reinsurers, through their 
technical reserves and pen- 
sions. represent 30 per cent 
of equity investment world- 
wide. 


Reinsurance companies, 
which handle and offset the 
massive exposure of indi- 
vidual insurers, would bear 
the brunt of an increase in 
natural catastrophe-related 
claims. 

Some say global warming 
has caused a dramatic 
increase in the frequency of 
such calamities in recent 
years. 

They point to hurricane 
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TRANS. 


JD 





346.000 249.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.3 

1.20 

4 

80B0 

2702560 

332.00 

332.00 

_ 

n 

2.340 

1.690 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

B 

0.00 

10 

7200 

1371S 

1.91 

1.91 



3.190 

.890 

MID. BAST IHV.BK. 

69.0 

0.00 

3 

2550 

2658 

1.04 

1.05 

.01+ 


2.680 

2.150 

INDOSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

• 10.3 

6.11 

16 

IBOOO 

46743 

2.60 

2.59 

.01- 

s 

4.180 

1.850 

.iOR.XDUAXT BANK 

10.4 

0.00 

2 

1038 

2024 

1.99 

1.95 

.04- 


1.530 

1.110 

' ONION 8K.SAV.XHV, 

P 

0.00 

3 

2350 

2703 

1.15 

1.15 



. 3.900 

3.080 

JOR.lMV.riN.BANK 

24.1 

0.00 

4 

403 

1504 

. 3.75 

3.75 











i^ksi -m 




:SAMK SBCTttR tOTAtS-i'.l ; IMDEXi 23S'.70 *CHOl 

-0.03 

4S 

39666 

2772079 





. 2.950 

2.700 

JORDAN INSURANCE • 

12.0 ' 

5.36 

1 • 

r ...lOOO 

2800 

2.70 

2.80 

.10+ 


i'.74tr- 

1.000 

ARABIAN SEAS INSDR. 

8.7 

O.OD 

1 

1000 

950 

1.00 

.95 

.06- 


2.030 

1.590 

-JOR. FRENCH XNSOR. 

5.3 

8.03 

1 

100 

187 

1.92 

1.B7 

.05- 


2.3S0 

1.820 

ARAB LIFE IH50R. 

8.2 

4.76 

3 

1600 

3056 

1.88 

1.91 

.03+ 


IHSttRANCE SBCTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 116 

.84 KCHC: 

+0.87 

6 

3700 

6993 





2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PHR. 

9.4 

^.15 

12 

15335 

29748 

1.94 

1.94 


I 

6.970 

3.900 

AD-DUSTOUR 

29.2 

3.57 

13 

2450 

17150 

6.97 

7.00 

.03+ 


1.680 

1.150 

HID. BAST HOTELS 

19.0 

0.00 

3 

650 

818 

1.30 

1.25 

.05- 


3.900 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.XNV.BDDC. 

9.8 

0.00 

2 

900 

3366 

3.76 

3.74 

.02- 


1.050 

.740 

JORDAN EXPAT. IHV. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

193 

.80 

.77 

.03- 


1.100 

.900 

ZARKA EDOCATION 

g 

0.00 

3 

8500 

7990 

.96 

.94 

.02- 


SERVICE 

SBCTOR TOTALS INDEX: 108.36 ZGRG: 

'0.33 

34 

28085 

59264 




T 

1.100 

.930 

ATTANQEEB 

g 

0.00 

2 

2300 

2645 

1.10 

I.IS 

.05+ 


4. 450 

3.010 

JOR. CBKSHT PACT. 

20.7 

3.58 

11 

17075 

52786 

3.11 

3.07 

.04- 


7.050 

5.570 

ARAB POTASH OO. 

15.1 

3.08 

6 

3600 

23313 

6.50 

6. SO 



11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RBFINARY 

10.2 

8.43 

5 

68 

715 

10.55 

10.54 

.01- 


4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PRARM. MANF. 

11.3 

4.B9 

17 

3050 

12483 

4.13 

4.09 

.04' 


8.500 

5.000 

ARAB CREM. DTREGN. 

20.8 

4.41 

1 

100 

680 

6.52 

6.80 

.28+ 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALDM.IND. 

5.5 

10.59 

1 

ISO 

354 

2.36 

2.36 



.690 

.450 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

9.7 

0.00 

2 

900 

414 

.46 

.46 



.770 

.510 

KATIOHAL INDS. 

g 

0.00 

6 

2300 

1222 

.54 

.53 

.01- 


1.200 

.420 

ZNTERMED . PBTRO . CREM . 

g 

0.00 

6 

1100 

468 

.43 

.43 



.890 

.530 

JOR. SOLPBO-CHBM 

g 

0.00 

8 

4500 

2700 

.61 

.60 

.01- 

*S 

1.880 

.890 

UKIV. MOON. INDS. 

p 

.25 

S 

1350 

1182 

.89 

.87 

.02' 


1.620 

1.320 

HATL. CBLCMllNE 

14.0 

4.73 

2 

2000 

2960 

1.50 

1.48 

.02- 


1.070 

.810 

jm. NEH CABI.B CO. 

16.3 

0.00 

1 

800 

712 

.89 

.89 



2.070 

1.34D 

EL -ZAY READY HEAR 

48.9 

0.00 

2 

350 

487 

1.39 

1.39 

_ 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

0.00 

4 

200 

243 

1.22 

1.22 

_ 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.5 

6.76 

6 

3750 

277S 

.74 

.74 



.840 

.570 

HID. BAST COMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 

12 

22750 

13880 

.63 

.61 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SBCTOR TOTALS XNDBl: 117 

37 XCHG: 

-0.2S 

99 

66399 

120080 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 172. 

07 2CHG: 

-0.11 

184 

137850 

2958416 
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.620 

.410 

MACH . BQP . RENT . MAIN . 

g 

0.00 

3 

5100 

3570 

.50 

.51 

.01+ 


.610 

.360 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.6 

0.00 

1 

5000 

1800 

.36 

.36 



1.550 

1.060 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

77.4 

0.00 

5 

20350 

24014 

1.20 

1.18 



.800 

.660 

ONION INV. 50>^ 

g 

0.00 

7 

14584 

3353 

.73 

.73 



.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

4 

8026 

3290 

.40 



Th 

1.710 

l.OSO 

CENTDORY I MV. GROOP 

B 

0.00 

1 

250 

450 

1.71 

1.80 

.09+ 


.400 

.140 

JOR . INDS .MATCR-JBMCO 

g 

0.00 

1 

250 

43 

.17 




.750 

.380 

NATL. tniLT. ENG . NAMICO 

g 

0.00 

7 

7900 

3239 

.41 



* 

.520 

.420 

ARAB BLBCT.INDS. 

g 

0.00 

3 

14604 

5988 

.42 




~ .660 

.580 

MIDBAST PRARM. 751 

E 

0.00 

1 

300 

111 

.62 




1.400 

.860 

ONION TOBACCO 75X 

g 

0.00 

7 

8586 

9529 

1.37 

1.36 



.470 

.290 

INDS. BMC. 

g 

0.00 

4 

2900 

841 

.29 



* 

.820 

.530 

NATL. POOLTRY 

B 

0.00 

40 

122500 

61630 

.53 



N 

1.000 

.660 

NAT.ALOMIHIOH. 75« 

93.2 

0.00 

6 

3824 

1605 

.67 

.67 


GRAND TOTAL 





91 

214224 

118487 





T s Hew 13 month* high 
+ ; Haw 12 month* low 

S 1 Stock divLdond during th« p**t 13 month* 

N i'Listod during th* p«*t 12 month* 

P X P/B ratio.!* 100 or mor* 
g : K* 9 *tiva p/B 

S X Sarning i* z*re or N/A for the moat recant year 



Andrew in Florida, which 
cost $16.5 billion in 1992. 
and hurricane Opal in 1995, 
which caused S2.1 billion 
worth of damage in the 
southern U.S. as e.xantples. 

Analysis say about half 
the tot^ number of catastro- 
phe-related insurance claims 
in the last 50 years have 
been made in the 199f.ts. 

; According to research by 
Munich Re. the world's 
largest reinsurer, the number 
of natural catEistrophes has 
increased four-fold since the 
1960s. 

It estimates that the result- 
ing economic losses from 
these catastrophes have 
increased by a factor of 
eight, with net insured loss- 
es increasing by 15-fold. 

Insurers say that one of 
their few recourses against 
what they perceive as ever- 
increasing climate-related 
losses is a shift in invest- 
ment toward green-minded 
companies. 

“This shift in in\e.stment is 
already happening and it is 
going to continue to grow," 
said Tessa Tennant, of NPl 
Global Care Invesmienis. 
which manages four listed 
funds worth a total SI 70 
million aimed at envin^n- 
memally “smart" compa- 
nies. 

Ms. Tennant said the per- 
formance of the funds had 
outpaced more generalised 
funds, e.xceeding the aver- 
age perfoimance by about 
50 per cent in the past three 
years. 

Scientists say emissions 
from the burning of fossil 
fuels could wreak havc>c 
with the climate, causing sea 
levels to rise and low-lying 
islands to be submerged. 
Traditional agriculture 
would be decimated by tem- 
perature changes. 

“In the past aJi insurance 
premium.^ ha\'e been ba<«d 
on historical data. These 
changing weather patterns 
threaten to undermine ihe.'^e 
models entirely and reshape 
the nature of underwriting." 
said Julian Salt of the Lon- 
don-based Lo.ss Prevention 
Council, a prixaie think tank 
sponsored by the British 
insurance industry. 

"If the insurers get it 
.wTOns. reinsurers will have 
|lo double their efforts to cor- 
Veci things. Ultimately, the 
markeis will Nuffer. us insur- 
er; are forced to liquidate 
their inxestments to keep up 
with the crow ing number of 
claims,” he said. 
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DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. Amman, ;\irira Forum Hotel Shops 6lh Circle. 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STiTBifi HfttG 

rtwasendeo 

Qevdbp your 8bn 

at oar shop arid get: 

* Free 
soxseem, 

ShKMisatti-Oppos»e| 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweineb Tel: 823891 


crown Hora. 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.; 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 




TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 


‘■Me"rRY CHRISTMAS ■ 
. Nev/ » Nev; . New 
Makav/ir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 
• Rugs ' Cushions 
* Vi'allhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location; Jabai Amman. 
1st Circle, Rainbov; St. 

Open daily from 8;00 till 6:00 
inducing Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 





Qualty Serviced Suites 

* One e Tiro Bedroon* * Pdly 
Bgnipped KhdiCBitfes * D*IV A 
L«»fJ SkMv - Reasonable Rates 


5ih Cixcie 

Td. 692672 FaT 674551 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

SANABEL 


Real E s t at e 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tet. 864230 - 865167 
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Fears still hang over 
1998 Asian Games 


Bangkok (AFP) — Fears lingered 
over Bangkok’s readiness to host the 
troubled 1998 Asian Games, exactly a 
year ahead of the planned opening 
here, a Thai newpuper said on 
Saturday, calling for speedy action. 

“A big question mark still hongs over 
the games complex” at one of the three 
mun sites for the prestigious event, 
which is due to kick off on December 
6 next year. The Nation daily said. 

'The technical commmittee ... has 
performed at a sluggish pace and has 
so far managed little.” it said. 

The preparation for the I3ih Asian 
Games, awarded to Thailand seven 
years ago. has been hit by delay after 
delay as organisers have squabbled 
and entered into political bickering 
matches. 

The Olympic Committee of Asia 
lOCA) in September considered strip- 
ping Bangkok of its right to hold the 
games but relented after striking a deal 
under which the local Olympic com- 
mittee would have more say in the 
preparations. 


An OCA technical committee in 
October gave Bangkok a crucial 
thumbs up. saying it believed that 
everjihing would be ready in time. 

But sporting sources have said one 
of Che three key Bangkok sites, the 
Bangkok Land stadium site, appeared 
so far behind schedule that it was dif- 
ficult to envisage it being completed in 
time for the games. 

"The Bangkok Land site looks like 
an empty field with just a few founda- 
tions sticking up.” one source who has 
been following preparations for the 
games said earlier. 

“1 can't imagine how they \vill ever 
get it ready on time, and anyway the 
hi^way to the area doesn't have any 
exit ramps yet,” the source, who 
declined to be named, added. 

Other figure.s close to the game.s said 
the budget appeared to be extremely 
tight and expressed fears that not 
enough cash was being allocated to 
games preparations. 

However top Bangkok Asian Games 
Organising Committeee iBAGOCt 



Bayern Munich's Dietmar Hamann (L) and Ciriaco Sforza of Germany's first divi- 
sion soccer club FC Ktuserslautem fight for the ball during their match in 
Kaiserslautern (Keuters photo) 

Kaiserslautern beat Bayern in title cruncher 


BONN (AFP) — 
Kat'^erslauiem won the 
table-topping crunch match 
on Friday in the Bundesliga. 
completing the double over 
title rivals Bayern Munich 
with a 2-0 home win to 
motor seven poinLs clear of 
the Bavarians. 

A goal on the stroke of 
half time from Andreas 
Buck and a clincher from 
Bulgarian international 
Marian Hristov five min- 
utes from time left Otto 
Rehhugel's side, promoted 
lust summer, on cloud nine 
after coming through one of 
their toughest challenges. 

With die season having 
passed the half way mark. 
Kniserslauiem. who 

.shocked Bayem 1-0 at the 
Olympic Stadiutn on the 
opening day. look set to win 
the championship for the 
first time since I99i. when 
Kalii Feidkamp was in 
charge. 

They can now rewrite 
Bundesliga history by 
becoming the first side ever 
to w in the title straight after 
promotion. 

•*\Ve knew that a draw 
would be enough so we 


hung back early on and 
allowed Bayern to chase the 
game.” Buck explained. 

"The team with the bigger 
heart won here tonight.” 
Lautem midfielder Marlin 
Wagner said, adding; ”I 
think we gave some pretty- 
good answers here to a lot 
of questions about our stay- 
ing power.” 

Friday's encounter was a 
pas.sionate affair before a 
sell-out 38.000 crowd and 
the home side found iLseif 
pressed back in their own 
half early on. 

“We played beucr in the 
first half but didn't score." 
Bayem manager Uli 
Hoeness noted. 

“.After an unlucky goal 
just on half time wc had to 
throw everything forward 
and that of course opened 
up chottevs for 
Kaiserslautern to attack on 
the break. They are a touch 
side and it's difficult to 
score against them when 
you are behind.” added 
Hoeness. 

Bayem coach Giovanni 
Trappatorti reacted calmly 
to the defeaL Bayern's sec- 
ond in a week following a 


4-2 mauJinc at Leverkusen. 

"1 don't think we desened 
to go behind in the opening 
45 minutes. Both .sides 
played well hut I think we 
did more." the Italian said. 

The c.xpcrienccd 

Rehhagci can permit bint- 
self a bmad smile as he w as 
sacked two years ago after 
an unhappy few months at 
reigning ch.mtpionv Bayern. 

He already knows what it 
tc win the title, htwing 
twice performed the I'cai 
with NVerder Bremen, whom 
he transfomicd from a sec- 
ond division outfit into one 
of Europe's major clubs 
before his ill-fated stmt at 
Bayem. 

Third-placed Suitican. si\ 
points behind Bayem and 
one of a trio of clubs on 29 
points, travel to I860 
Munich on Saturday in a bid 
to clow the gap. 

The sides below them on 
goal difference. Leverkusen 
and UEFA Cup holders 
Schaike. meanwhile clash 
head on in Leverkusen. 


officials have insisted the site will be 
ready — despite the fact ihtu it is only 
38 per cent complete so far — as it is 
to made mainly of prefabricated con- 
crete. 

Construction of all the sports venues 
will be completed three months ahead 
of the games, with some sites being 
finished earlier than previou.s|y .sched- 
uled. officials said. The Nation on 
Saturday called for Games organisers 
to settle the problems of vcniKs imme- 
diately. while taking into account the 
country's worst financial crisis in 
more than five decades. 

The paper slammed reported plans 
by organi.sers to hold the first round 
games of the Asian Games soccer 
competition outside of Bangkok, say- 
ing it would be too expensive to trans- 
fer the teams across the coumiy. 

‘The need of the hour calls for the 
saving of every baht and making opti- 
mal use of the available resources.” 
The Nation said. 


On the soccer 
field, U.S. 
and Iran can 
be ‘civilised’ 

WASHINGTON (.AFP) — 
Iran may be Washingfton's 
bete noire when it comes to 
foreign policy but an 
upcoming soccer match 
between the two countries 
in the I99S World Cup 
finals has the State 

Department taking a xpori- 
manslikc approach. 

“If this soccer match is a 
sign of our ability to deaf 
with each other at least in 
this one area in u civilised 
and positive way. I think 
that’s something- (fiai -we 
could applaud.** State 

Deptutmem spokesman 
James Foley .said Friday. 

Iron's footballers will 
square off against the U.S. 
team on June 2i in Lyon. 
France, marking the first 
time that the two countries 
will have met in a major 
team sports event since the 
1 979 Islamic revolution. 

Dariouch Mo.siafavi. the 
director of the Iranian 
Football Fedemtion. 

responded by saying that 
Iran did not want to sec any 
obstacle laid in the way of 
splitting contacts. 

Speaking on French 
radio, he said: "We think 
that, during these games, it 
is the language of sport 
which must prevail. Wc 
shall respect the other learn 
and will engage in fair- 
pl.ty.” 

U.S. counterpart Alan 
Roihenberg meanwhile 
(old the Persian language 
sersice of Radio Frunee 
fnternationaio that “politics 
w ill not play an. rule in the 
match between tiic two 
sides” 

The United Suites broke 
off diplomatic relations 
with Iran in 199U during 
the hostage crisis at the 
I’.S. cmba>sv in Tehran 
and has since sought to iso- 
late the Islamic regime. 

Washington accuses 
Tehran of seeking to tlevcl- 
op wcapc*ns of mass 
destruction. sponsoring 
intcmatiohal terrorism and 
opposing peace between 
Israel and its neishhorv. 


United 
march on 
as two-goal 
Cole 
downs 
Reds 


LONDON (AFP) — In- 
form Andy Cole .struck 
twice as Manchester United 
went .six point.s clear at the 
top of the English 
Premiership on Sattirday 
with a 3-1 victory over bit- 
ter rivals Liverpool at 
Anfield. 

David Beckham .scored 
United‘.s other goal with a 
stunning free-kick a.s Alex 
Ferguson's side took full 
advanl^^c of an early kick- 
off to turn up the heat on 
their title rivals playing later 
in the day. 

After a tense first half of 
few chances, the match 
exploded into life when 
Cole (Hit United in front 
with a clinical fini.sh from 
the edge of the area on 5) 
minutes. 

Liverpool levelled nine 
minutes later when Robbie 
Fowflcr convened from the 
penal^ spot after teenage 
^nsation Michael Owen 
was brought down in the 
area. 

But the reigning champi- 
ons restored their lead when 
England star Beckham 
curied in a stunning free- 
kick from the edge of the 



Premiership match 3-1 (Reuters photo) 


area on 70 minutes heforc 
Cole sealed victory 
moments later when he bun- 
dled the ball over the line 
from close ranee as 
Liverpocil railed to clear a 
comer. 

Liverpool had the first 
chance of the game after 
Ju.xi two minutes when u 
fine bitll from Jamie 
Redknapp found Owen 
down the left, but hi.s 
squared pass saw Fowler 
stab a shot wide of the near 
post. 

The first half was short on 
clear chances hut Liverpool 
skipper Steve McManaman 
wasted a glorious chance 
when he found himself dear 
in the box after a superb 


one-lwo with Fow ler, but on 
his left fool he dragged the 
ball wide. 

Sccond-s later. Oy\ ind 
Leonhardsen sent Owen 
dear in the box with a fine 
pass, but that too was wast- 
ed. 

The match erupted into 
life after the turnaround 
when Liverpool defender 
Bjorn Kvarmc was caught 
cold in pi-»s.wssion by Cole 
20 yards out. 

The Norwegian lost the 
hall, fell twer. and could 
only watch a.s Cv»le run on 
and fired low past James lo 
claim his I4ih goal of the 
season. 

But Liverpodl'.s response 
was to hit siratghi back and 


grab an equaliser from the 
spot. 

Owen was put into a good 
scoring po.sition in the box. 
and went dow n under a twin 
challenge from Butt and 
Pallisier. Fowler coolly 
sending Peter Schmeichel 
the wrong way. 

Bui after 70 minutes. 
Beckham crashed home a 
powerful, curling freekick 
after Jamie Carragher had 
been penalised for blocking 
a Cole run. 

United were now pouring 
forward and in the 74ih 
minute they killed off the 
game from a Giggs comer. 
Sheringham lllcking on for 
Cole to rifle home from 
c!o.se range. 


Full World Cup reactions 


MARSEILLE (AFP) — Some reaction.s to the World Cup 
jrmals draw: 

I * Group A 

Brazilian reaction: Mtmo Zugallo soidr “I know that 
^Brazil have the measure of Scotland as 1 know the ’British’ 
Istyle of play well having played England twice recently and 
lit doesn't intimidate me. I rcali.se that in 1974 we could 
Irmly dniw-0-0 with Scot land but things will he different this 
|time round. Also I relish the chance of avenging our 4-2 
Idefetu by Norway eorlicr this year.’’ 
f Scottish reaction: Scotland couch Craig Brown saidr “It 
'couldn’t emne any tougher than Brazil in the opening game. 
IWe'vc played them three lime.s in the World Cup (1974. 
• 1982. 1990) and lo.si twice. 

I “Morocco ami Ni^uy arc easier but they are both above 
iuH in (he world rankings. I ihink wc could cause an upset 
'against Brazil a.s my squad is packed with experienced 
;playcrs who will nor be intimidated by die fact wc arc play- 
■ing in the showcase opener. Realisucally us. Norway and 
|Morocoo will be playing for second place. It’s wry cxcit- 
•ing to be playing the world cicimpions in the first match ami 
•I am looking Ibnvard to it with great anticipation.” 

I * Group B 

I Italian reaction; lialy cixich Cc.sarc Maldini said: 
have to wail and sec whul happens on (he pitch but 
jl Ihink it's a goi>d draw. Maybe it'.s too early lo judge our 
;o|^nents. 

; “Ausiria performed \cf> vvcil in qu.ilifylng and we don't 
Iknow much ah»Hil Cameroon and Chile. Wc’ll have ro make 
;Mire wc get tiut and watch all of ihetn.” 

J Iiaiy's ^ar defender Paolo Maldini. veteran of two World 
Cup'.s. said: “il’.s detinucly a favourable draw but we must 
make certain we win the group so wc avoid Bru/.il.” 
Chilean reactinn: Chile eoaeh Nelson .Acosta said: 
;**Wc'rc wcHTied abtutt Italy, ihey’rc really powerful." 
f * Group C 

; French reaction: France coach Aiinc J.icquci said; “It 
•could have been worse for us. Wc know all the teams well 
icnough. biith tlxMr strengths and weuknessc.s. to form a 
meuch winning .strategy.” 

I Michel Plaiini. Ibrmer French midfidd great and cn- 
Prc.videm of the organising committee, said; "The group is 
:rclaiively easy and it could have been a lot worse. We have 
'ample opponunuy to qualify for the second round. Group D 
|With Nigeria. Spain. Bulgaria and Par.iguuy is a real killer” 
, Saudi reaction; .Saudi fcdcraiiim president Faisal Bin 
•Fohad said; “Wc are triple .Asian champions and are cum- 
.pcling in our .second .successive World Cup. We are conll- 
'dem wc can do better than last time ami reach the last |h, 
jcven if wc don't undca*s(jm:iic France who must he our 
Tgrmip favourites. Wc will play every mutch to the full and 
jwc think wc can surprise quite a few people." 

' Spanish reaction: vSpain coach Javier Clemente said: 
“Wc haven't been lucky. Our group is »>ne of the loughesi. 

••Nigeria is the best African teani — we already k"mm- a 
Tew of their plovers like Finidi George who plays lor Betj.s, 
;Wc're playing against them at 14.30. it would have l>een 
;bc(»cr tt» play at 2 1 00. 

I “Bulgaria are a team we know, we drew with them nt Euro 
Paragway isa better draw than Colontbia. but they won't 
;bc easy either.” 

; Nigerian reaction: Nigeria Football Federation president 
.MyM Mumini Aminu said; “The first thing wc have to now 
Its gef a manager. I’ln very happy with the draw and wc 
;sfKiuld at lca.si be able to gel into the second round. We've 
jhcen lucky. Our mosi dtuigcrous opponent is Spain but wc 


Lliink wc can beat them. 

“Poruguay are also vcr\’ good but we've got gi>od experi- 
ence at the World Cup. ' 

“Wc’rc happy to be playing our first match In Paris but ue 
haven't yet decided where we’re going to be bused.” 

» Group E 

Belgium reaction: Belgium coach Georges Leeskeas 
.said; “I'm a bit disappointed lo find Holland in our way' 
again. 

*T hope my players will take their revenge ifor qualify- 
ing). but we must concentrate mo.si of ul) on Mexico and' 
Suulh Korea. 

Korean reaction: South Korea coach Cha Bum-Kun 
.said; “In the end it mtdees no difference who you cot 
becau.se if you want to progrc.s.s you have to beat the bc-si* in 
the world. N’ou can’t whinge about ii. There ’.s no reason w 
shouldn’t make the second round.” 

» Gniiip F 

German reaction: Germany couch Beni Vogts said: The 
United Slates. Yugoslavia and Iran are good sides. VVe know 
them well and know what lies ahead v'f us. Don't forget 
three Iranian players play in the Bundesliga — that is a sign 
of their quality," 

Iranian reaction: President of the Iranian Football 
Federation Darius Muslafavi said: "I am very happ} 
tonight. It is an honour ic» have lo plav Gemiunv becau.se 
they have \son so ntany titles in iniemational football. 
However. I ihink wc have a ch.mce of beating the United 
States because they are definlieh. not better than us. [ don't 
think our mutch with them will he verv diticrem lo other 
games bccdiisc the f«»n(byll world js different In that of llw 
political one." 

• Group G 

Komanian reaction: Romanian couch .Anghel 

lordunescii said: **lt s nut an ca.s\ group, muvbt* It'.s eu'H 
one of the harde.si along with Spuin^s. 

"Bur I’m qiiiic happy that my icam. which is very c.xpen- 
cnccd these days, has \shai it takes u.» «:ci iltroush. 

“Anyone who think. England is the hc.st team could he 
mistaken C'tiombia could als»\ surprise us." 

Tunisia reactinn: Tunisia cojch Henryk Kasperezak 
said: “It is difticuk m say who will qualify fo>m this gnvup 
as (hey are ail gtK.»d teams. Kontania have looked even 
stronger since the last World Cup < whore they lost in the 
quarier-fin.ils in Sweden on penaitjesi and their unbeaten 
record in (he qualifiers says it j|(_ However my Tunisian 
side are Irightened by anvone and we have nothine in 
lose.' 

» Groiip H 

Jamaica reaction: Jamaica coucli Rone Simoe.s .said: ‘ Nc’ 
matter which group we were drawn m j| was alwuv.'^ 

(0 be tough lor us. The imponant diin-.! is we qualified and 
wc are here playmg the world's hesL We w ill lake exh 
match as ii conics and w ith our hi- ht*;»rts wo could win and 
•what more cun we ask for." 

-Argcmin.i ^ouch Daniel Passardl^ 
.said: We re Siiiisficd with our opponents, but not delicht- 
ctl. 

“Michel Platini has told me that he’s coim; to irv and .sd 
up a fncndly Ivciwccn France and .Ar-^cniina" 

thinks' it will be an 
APe.cntma-Br.izd fmul. But first we've got to cei ihrrHigh 
the first round. ^ 

•Troalia could surprise anyone. Japan arc a dynamic ie.ini 
nothing at all atuiul Jamaic.! 
excx.pt that thxy have a Brazilian coach and play lo*irbaJl 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Johnson goes for Goodwill double 

r^W YORK (AFP'J — Michael Johnson will ir\' to dupli- 
cate his 200- and 400-metre Olympic and world champi- 
onship double at next year's Goodwill Comes, officiols of, 
the multi-sport event said Friday. Johnson captured world 
gold in the events in 1995 and last year became the first 
man to turn that Olympic double. Fellow Am ericans Dan 
O’Brien and Jackie Joyner-Kersee are the other athletes 
who have committed to attending the meet. Wmning ath- 
letics gold at the Goodwill Games here next July could be 
worth more than $200,000 under a three-tiered prize 
money performance incentive programme worth more 
than $1.8 million. Games competition will be next July 19 
to August 2. with the top prize of 1 00,000 dollars going to 
winners of five events, including the specialties of John- 
son, O'BrieD and Joyner-Kersee. The decathlon, hep- 
tathlon, men's and womne's 100m and men’s 400m will 
pay the top prize plus on extra SI 00.000 if a world recorri 
is set Most events will pay $45,000 to the winner. 

Charlton's Stuart fails dope test 

LONDON (AFP) — Charlton's former England Under-2J 
international Jamie Stuart faces a Football Association 
misconduct chaige after becoming the fifth player at the 
club to fail a drugs test, it emerged Friday. Stuon tested 
positive for cocmne and marijuana when the FA's doping 
control unit visited the first division club's training ground 
on November 17. The 21 -year-old has been suspended by 
his club while he awaits an FA hearing, and faces a 
lengthy ban. Stuart is the third player to fail a drugs test 
this season in England, following the cases of Dean Jones 
at Barnsley and Shane Nicholson at West Brom. 

Alexandersson signs for Wednesday 

LONDON (AFP) — Sheffield Wednesday manager Ron 
Atkinson on Friday made his first big signing since return- 
ing to Hillsborough — IFK Gothenburg's Swedish 
international star Niclas Alexandersson. Atkinson snapped 
up the midfielder for 750,000 pounds from the Swedish 
giants following their recent exit from the Champions' 
League. 

Brazil’s Savio at Real Madrid 


MADRID (AFP) — Brazil's Savio has just been signed by 
Real Madrid from Flamengo for the next Qve seasons after 
an agreement between the two clubs was reached on Fri- 
day. In exchange for Savio, Madrid have agreed to sell 
compatriot Ze Roberto, another Spanisb player Rodrigo, 
plus $5 million, according to Spanish sports daily Marca. 

Edgar Davids to Juventus 

ROME (AFP.t — AC Milan's Dutch player Edgar. Davids 
is set to move to Juvenitus,' accoriling to the Italian press on 
Friday. lo the last few .^ys, negotiations have become 
advanced and it is believed be wiU sign a contract till June 
30. 2002. 

Cruy^ leaves hospital 

THE HAGITE (AFP) — Johan Cruyff, considered the best 
Dutch player of all time, on Friday left the Amsterdam 
hospital where he was under ob$er\ution for heart trouble. 
The 50-year-old former coach of Barcelona, who had 
double bypass operation in 1991. had another heart attack 
on November 26 this year. 

FIA accept Stewart team for ‘98 

PARIS (AFP) — Formula One’s ruling body the Federa- 
tion liuemationale de I'Automobile (THA) on Friday said 
it had accepted Stewart Grand Prix's entry for next season 
after receiving assurances that the team had the necessary 
means to complete the season. The FIA looked into the 
team's financial affairs after Stewart revealed it had lost 
major sponsors. But in a statement the federation said: 
"The FIA has now received confirmation from the auditors 
lo Stewan Grand Prix that it has the necessary- means to 
complete the 1998 ^ason." 

Venables leaves Portsmouth 

LONDON (AFP) — Australia coach Teny Venables has 
left struggling English first division club Portsmouth, 
bringing an end to his short spell as chairman. Au.stralia 
coach Vbnables failed to arrive for training at Portsmouth s 
Stoneham training ground on Friday and an announce- 
ment followed later that be bad gone. Three days ago. after 
arriving back from Australia, Venables said it was a prior- 
ity to rebuild bottom club Pompey and he admitted that he 
had not spent enough lime at Fratton Park. But on Friday 
the club's assistant manager Keith Waldon said 


2nd Arab Handball Charripions Cup 

Jordan’s A1 Salt score 1st victory, 
move to third place in Group A 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jonian Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's AI 
Salt drew a big smile on the 
faces of their loyal fans Sat- 
urday after beating Qatar's 
Qatar Club 26-lS ( 1.^-7) on 
the fourth day of the 2nd 
Arab Handball Champion.s 
Cup currently underway in 
Amman with ten teams par- 
ticipating. 

Al Salt's win compensat- 
ed for their poor perfor- 
mance in their 18-30 defeat 
to champions Egypt's Al 
Ahli and moved them to 
third place behind U.^'s 
Al Ahli and Egypt's Al .-\hli 
who lead the group with 4 
points each in Group A. 

The other Jordanian team 
in the tournament. Al Arubi, 
are currently fourth in 
Group B. and will play 
Kuwait’s AJ Qadissieh Sun- 
day. 

Al Arabi had tied Saudi 
Arabia's AhJi Jeddah 35-35 
Friday. 

• Al Salt 26 Qatar Club 
18: After losing to Egypt's 
Al .Ahli. Al Salt started the 
match with one thing in 
mind — not to foil their 
loyal fans. 

Al Salt began with accu- 
rate passes between Imad 
Tadros and Mazen Yasseen 
who undertook the mission 
of scoring. 

Al Salt's fast movements 
look the Qatari team by sur- 
prise and their defence 
looked helpless against .M 
Salt's Mohammad Hin- 
dawi's direct hits. 

AJ Salt ended the first half 
leading 13-7. 

In the second half. Al Salt 
looked more relaxed and 
confident and kept the pres- 
sure on Qatar's weak 
defence to end the match 
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Sunday's schedule of matches 

Kuwait's Al Qadi.ssieh vs. Jordan's Al Arabi 3 p.m. 
UAE's Al Ahli vs. Egypt's Al Ahli 5 p.m. 

Jordan's .M Salt vs. Lebanon's Al Sudaqah 7 p.m. 


with a precious 26- IS win. 

AJ S^t will have another 
big chance to improve their 
standing Sunday when they 
face Lebanon's lowly Al 
Sadaqah at the bottom of 
the table. 

In Group B. Saudi 
bia's AI Ahli still lead with 
4 points after a 26-26 tie 
with second p/aced Qatar's 
Al Rayyan. 

• Al Ahli 26 .Al Rayan 
26: Al Ahli known for their 
speed and accurate passes 
looked tired facing Al 
Rayyan's solid defence. 

The Saudi team depend- 
ing on Al'if Belhareth and 
.Ahmad Masoud was able to 
create more scoring 
chances for Abdul Rahman 
Ayed and Hassan Jaduni. 

On the other hand, Al 
Rayyan's players were able 
to stand tough against Al 
.Ahli's scoring and ended 
the first half with a 13-11 
win. 


Al Ahli .struggled hard 
against Al Rayyan's swift 
attacks by Ahmad Salem 
and Mubarak Al Ali. 

The match was slower 
towards the end finishing 
26-26. 

The Saudi team was satis- 
fied witit adding one point 
os they stayed in the lead 
follow^ by Al Rayyan in 
the second place. 

Egypt's Al Ahli played 
Lebanon's .AJ Sadaqah in 
Saturday's late Group A 
match. 

In Friday's late match. 
Egypt's Al Ahli overcame 
Qatar Club 31-19 ( 16-1 6)'i 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
Handball Federation 

announced that they have 
allocated cash rewards for 
Jordan's two teams in the 
tourney — .AI Salt and Al 
Arabi — JD 2.0(X) if they 
finish third, JDKOOO for 
fourth place and JD500 for 
fifth place. 


Barkley takes NBA to Mexico 


HOUSTON (AFP) — After 
four successful regular-sea- 
son ventures in Japan, the 
National Basketball Associ- 
ation continues its global 
push Saturday with a first- 
ever same in Mexico City. 


The Houston Rockets and 
Dallas .Mavericks are 
e.xpecied to pack 20,000 
into the Spons Palace. 

Houston's Charles 
Barkley is already joking 
about what he and team- 


mate Kevin Willis will do 
in Mexico. 

"I'm going to take care of 
the margariias and Kevin 
^'lllis will take care of the 
senoritas." Barkley said. 



Legendary tennis rivals John McEnroe (Ll and Bjorn ^org smile at one another 
before the start of their seniors match at the Royal .Mbert Hall. The two had nut met 
for a showdown in Britain since 1981 at Wimbledon. McEnroe woo this time around 
with a score of 2-6 6-3 and 10-7 in the deciding tiebreak (Reuters photo) 

McEnroe and Boi^ set 
to meet again at Wimbledon 


LONDON (AFP) — John 
McEnroe, three times 
Wimbledon champion, 
and Bjorn Borg, a consec- 
utive five-time winner, 
could meet again on Wim- 
bledon's famous Centre 
Court in the not too distant 
future. 

McEnroe, after beating 
Borg at the Honda Chal- 
lenge Senior Singles at the 
Royal Albert HtUl on Fri- 
day said he had suggested 
to Wimbledon referee 
.Alan Mills that the All 
England Club should stage 
a singles tournament for 
the great players of the 
past. 

‘•I would love to play 
Bjorn again on the Centre 
Court," said McEnroe, 
"and meet players like 
Jimmy (Connors). Boris 
(Becker) and Lendl again 
at Wimbledon. So Tve .‘ 
asked Alan Mills to push 
the idea." 

Mills was enthusiastic 
about McEnroe's sugges- 
tion, saying: “I think it is a 
great idea. John talked to 
me about it Just before his 
match today and I shall 
certainly discuss it with 
the Order of Play Commit- 
tee. "Then, if they agree. 


FOR RENT 

Small Deluxe Furnished Flat (Ground Floor) 

Main bedroom, living room and kitchen, 
(suitable for one person -- preferably a lady). 
Modern furniture and equipment. TV, 
independent services (telephone, water 
supply, electricity and central heating), 
surrounded by garden and separate entrance. 
Location: Calm area. Tla^ AJ-Ali, near Pizza Hut 
Restaurant. 

Call 5513027 between 6:00-8:00 p.m. dally 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 

Located In Shmeisani Near Marriott 
Suitable For Foreigners 

1 . Unfurnished: First floor part of villa. 200 sq.m. 3 
bedrooms & cupboards, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, 
sitting room, veranda, dining & guest area, central 
Jreating. 

2. Furnished: Third floor, new building. 170 sq.m, 3 
bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, kitchen, veranda, sitting 
room, dining & guest room, central heating and lift. 

Interested tenants only call: 

602883 / Mobile 079/24204 


Ruggeri 

retires 

BLIENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
The former Aigeminian cap- 
tain Oscar Ruggeri announc^ 
here on Saturday that he 
^vould retire from football on 
Sunday — ending a great 
career which took in two 
World Cup finals, beating Ger- 
tnany in 1986 and losing to the 
same o(qx>nents in 1990. 

The 35-year-old Ruggeri, 
who ended his 1 1 year 
international career after 
Aigentina were knocked out 
by Romania in the 1 994 World 
Cup finals, said he was retiring 
for personal reasons. 

“Sunday’s the day to say 
goodbye. It was a very person- 
al decision, not even my fami- 
ly knew," the rugged defender 
^d, "1 always said that the 
% I felt like becoming a 
coach and I lost the hunger to 
win would be the right time to 
•^rtire,’* Ruggeri add^ 
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LIGHTEN THE LOAD 
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NORTH 

27- 

PaM 


EAST 

POkk 

Psisn 


Opening lead: Fiveof v ' 

Mnsi bridge players Teel ihat 
ibcir opponcnis alum's hold better 
cards. Thus tbey tend to cling to 
evei^ high card they have, soine- 
limes to their p^i detnmenL 

We like North's raise to two 
hearts despite a balanced )iand and 
only three^rd support. A one-no- 
crump response tends to be discour- 


aging and, with 9 lugh-card point 
there is no reason to slow pann 
down. South's raise to game w. 
nuionuitic. 

West's lead of a low diamond got 
the defense ofT to a good start 
because it attacked the only entry 
to dummy's spades. Declarer played 
low. East rose with the king and 
declarer followed with the three. 
The diamond cmiinuatian was tak- 
en in the closed hand, dKlarcr drew 
crumps in two minds and then led 
a spade to the queen and ace. 

'The club shift from Bost wus 
automatic, and declarer had no 
counter. South oied running all the 
trumps, but the defenders hud no 
trouble hanpng on to clubs. In' the 
fiillnesb of time declarer hod to con- 
cede mu triclu in that suit for down 
one. 

Declarer was unlucky in West's 
choice uf openiuf; lead. We would 
probably have selected a club and 
declarer would have hod no prob- ‘ 
lem. Still. South could have sal- 
vaged the hand by jettieoning the 
queen of diamonds under the king 
at trick one. Lnter, South can try 
for the fulfilhne inck by fibesning 
the ten of diamonds and. when that 
holds, the gume U in the bog. 
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we can put it to the All 
England Club committee 
for approval." 

Mills pointed out it was 
too late for the 1998 Wim- 
bledon but 1999 is a possi- 
bi/fty. 

"If John played Bjorn 
again at Wimbledon it 
would have to be on the 
Centre Coun or Number 
One because so many peo- 
ple would want to watch 
them.” he said. 

Friday '.s match, a round 
robin clash, saw McEnroe 
lose the first set 6-2. win 
the second 6-3 and then 
clinch victory after 79 
minutes by taking the 


deciding tie break by 10-7 
in a new points system. In 
normal tennis rules, after 
6-6 a tiebreak is won by 
the first player to get a 
iwo-poini lead. 

McEnroe is nou 3S and 
•Borg 4! but the ihe.se two 
'former greats, meeting in 
Britain for the first lime 
since the 19SI Wimbledon 
final, put on a superb dis- 
play. 

It brought memories 
flooding back of iho.se l\^o 
great >ears when Borg 
beat McEnroe in the 1480 
Wimbledon final and then 
lost to the fiery .American 
in the 1981 final. 
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Iraq defends decision 
to suspend oil exports 


BAGfffiAD(AFP) — Iraq on 
Saniitiay defended its deci^ 
^ cm o£Fc^ exports to protest 
inadequate distribution of 
food and medicine undff the 
UJ^. oil-for-food deal and 
launched another broadside 
against the Uiuied States. 

“Iraq's decision to susp^ 
oil expmts is right and Inti- 
mate," said the official news- 
paper Babel nin by President 
Saddam Hussein’s eldest son, 
Uday. 

“It is a response to the trans- 
formation the oil-for-fbod 

deal into a political instiuiTient 
aimed at and its people," 

the daily smd. 

Iraq stqjped purrq^ing oil 
through its main pi^U^ to 
Turkey on Friday and thatned 
exports would only resume 
when U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan approves a new 
plan for deliveiy and distribu- 
tion of goods under the c^- 
for-food dea l 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Cammed Piesid^t Hussein 
for halting the crude sales, 
saying he was “responsible fior 
the steering of his own peo- 
ple" and dim the suspensicm 
had nodiing to do with the oil- 
fbr-foodd^. 

"This is about some other 
ways that [Riesident Hussein] 
can manipulate the feelings of 
people b^ond the borders of 
Iraq, even if he has to let inno- 


cent children to do it, so he 
can continue to pursue a 
we^ns-of-mass-d^truction 
programme. It’s wrong and 
the world eommuniiy should 
not let him get away whh it," 
he said on I^day. 

The U.S. Suae Dqiaitinent 
on Hriday disputed Iraqi 
claims that food and medicine 
shipments have been held up. 
saying that less than five per 
cent of the 1,600 to 1,^ 
applications fdr purchases 
have been delayed. 

The oil-for-food agreement 
provides for sancdons-hit haq 
to export S2 billion worth of 
every six months to for 
urgently needed food and 
m^cine U) help the haqi pop- 
ulaiicx). 

The UJ^. Security Coundl 
on Thursday renewed the deal, 
which came into force in 
December last year, for anoth- 
er six months. 

Iraq had dveatened to halt 
oil ex]X)ns unless the Security 
Coun^ established a direct 
link between the oil sales time 
frame and that of the distribu- 
tion of food and medicine 
which has been subject to long 
delays. 

But Britain and the United 
States rqectsd die Iraqi pro- 
posal which was bacl^ by 
France and Russia, and 
stressed it was up to Iraq to 
provide the U.N. with a new 


Iraq says it lost $120 billion 
under seven-year embargo 

SHARJAH I. AFP) — Iraq’s commerce minister estimated 
Saturday that the U.N. embargo on the country has cost it 
some S120 billion in trade losses since it went into effect 
seven years ago. 

Mafadi Saleh, on a visit here for the third Afro-Arab 
Conunerciai Fair, also said that “Iraq lost 1.25 million 
women and children" during the embaigo. 

The United Nations imposed a trade embargo on Iraq 
following Baghdad's invasion of Kuwait in 19^. 


distribution plan for the deal's 
third i^iase. 

Iraq complains it is under an 
obligatkm to export the oil 
within each six-month period, 
while the other parties to the 
accord arc under no such 
obligation. 

Babel on Saoirday accused 
the committee enforcing sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq for its 
August 19^ inv'asion of 
Kuwait of becoming “on 
American institution which 
practices international terror- 
ism in the name of the United 
States." 

The official newspaper A1 
Jimdiouriya exprss^ hope 
that effixts b>' China. France 
and Russia to bring about an 
improvement in the approval 
of food and medicine con- 
tracts would bear fruit 

“Until these efforts succeed, 
the pipelines will be closed 
and not a drop of oil will 
flow*" it said. 


Babel apologised to buyers 
of Iraqi crude but said that all 
contracts for the June-to- 
December second pha.se of the 
agreement had been hon- 
oused. 

Saddam Zaban Nasstri. the 
executive director of Iraq's Oil 
Export Organisation, be 
could not preside exact fig- 
ures for the amount of cnl 
exported during the past six 
months but that rtil contracts 
had been meL 

Kuwaiti Rncign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah AJ Ahmad A! 
Sal»h twned meanwhile that 
Iraq nemaiiLs a threar to its 
Gulf Arab neighbours and that 
Western naval forces were 
needed in the region. 

“Kuwait is not the only 
country threatened by tte 
Iraqi regime." he told the 
United .^b Emirates daily A1 
Bayan. "All states in the 
region are still uilnerable to 
the odsemures this r^me," 


Ilirk court official calls 
for Islamist ban — press 


ANKARA (R> — A judi- 
ci^ official has recom- 
mended that the constitu- 
tional court outlaw the main 
opposition Islamist Welfare 
Irarty for anti-secular activi- 
ties. the Tlirkish press said 
on Saturday. 

The Hurriyet daily said 
the constitutional court 
reporter submitted a 4CX)- 
page repon to the court's 
pane] of 11 judges calling 
for Welfare to be outlawed 
for “becoming a focus for 
actions against tbe consciru- 
tion." 

Other leading daily papers 
carried similar stories. 

Welfare, the biggest group 


In 'IWkey's parlisunent. 
faces closure by the court 
on charges of threatening 
the country’s secular consti- 
tution and seeking to 
impose strict Islamic law. 

The reporter’s job is to 
summarise lengthy docu- 
ments for the judges but his 
c^ittions are not binding on 
tbe court Welfare leader 
Necmettin Erbakan played 
down the significance of 
any recommendation by the 
reporter. 

“His role is to clarify cer- 
tain issues. He is not in a 
position to make decisions." 
Anatolian News Agency 
quoted Mr. Erbakan as say- 


ing. 

He criticised what he 
called media speculation 
about the case. “We should 
leai'e the judges in peace 
and allow them to get on 
with their job.” 

The case is to enter its 
final phase at a hearing on 
Wednesday. U is not cletur 
when a verdict is likely. 

The case is pan of a judi- 
cial onslaught on all things 
Islamist since former prime 
minister Erbakan began to 
lose his hold on power six 
months ago. He was 
replaced by conservative 
Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz in June. 


UAE sends low-level 
delegation to Tehran 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
has decided to send its foreign 
minister to an Islamic summit 
in Tehran, keying a low* pro- 
file at the meeting because of a 
territorial dispute. 

Foreign Nlinister Rashid 
Abdull^ Nuaimai will bead 
the UAE delegation to die 
Dec. 9-11 summii of the 
Orsaiusation of the Islanuc 
Coherence (OIO, the official 
news agency WAM repocted. 

The UAE is also sending a 
low-levd del^ation to the 
piefianatory meniiig of QIC 
fixeign ministers on Sunday. 
A foreign ministiy offici^ 
Mohammad Ben Khatifo 
Suwaidi. will head the detec- 
tion. 

The UAE and Iran have 
been locked in a dispute over 
the three tiny but strat^ Gulf 


islands of Abu Musa and 
Greater and Lesser Tunb. 
which contrd the vital 
Honiiuz Strait, the only gate- 
way to die c^-ridi Gulf. 

‘The UAE's decision to 
keep a low profile at those 
meetings implidtiy expresses 
its frus^on ac Irim's position 
towards the island issue. But it 
vrill participate actively in die 
OIC (Uscusstons." an official 
source said. 

The UAE has proposed 
international arbitration as it 
blames Iran for the collapse of 
bilateral negotiations on the 
{Hi^lem. Ir^ has iqjected the 
proposal offering instead to 
resume talks on Abu Musa 
alone. 

Official sources said the 
U/^ foteign minister would 
not discuss tbe island dispute 
wt^ in Tehtw. Th^ noted 


Tehran was still insisting it had 
sovoteignty over the islands of 
Cieaier md Lesser Tunb and 
refusing to discuss the issue. 

Arab LeagiK Secretary 
Generai Esmat Abdul Megitid 
said this week be would nuse 
the island Issue during his stay 
in Tehran for the OIC meeting. 
He is scheduled to stop 
Saturday for an Aiab-African 
exhUntion in the UAE emirate 
of Shaijah. which claims Atxi 
Musa, the only inhabited 
island among the three dial aie 
disputed. 

Iran has soughs to secure 
high-level lepiesentaiion by 
die UAE and other Gulf Arab 
states at die Tehran conference 
of tbe 56-nati(xi OIC sending 
its Fndgn Minister Kama! 
Kharazi on a regional tour 
ahead of the meetinc. 


Sudanese trade minister to visit Egypt 


!AIR0 (AFP) — Sudaiwse 
Tade Minister Osman Hadi 
brahim will lisit Egypt in 
anuarv amid efforts by bodi 


countries to p^h up differ- 
ences. a seoicM’ Egyptian cabi- 
net member said on Saturday. 
TTie announcement came as 
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the head of the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLAl John Garang. 
wrapped up a historic 12-day 
visit to ^pt on Saturday. 
Relations betw^een Cairo and 
Khartoum ha\-e been frozen 
since 19S9. when General 
Omar Beshir toc^ power at 
the head of an Islamist gov- 
ernment in Sudan. 

Ties took a turn for the wtHse 
after ^ypt accused Sudan of 
involvement in a 1995 Nd to 
kill President Hosni Mubarak 
during a visit to Eihiopia, tu 
ova* the past few weeks both 
sides hove said they war^ to 
improve relarionv. 


Pope raises 
issue of ethnic 
minority to 
Turkish envoy 

VATICAN err^- (API — 
Pope John Paul li on Friday 
urged tolerance for minoriQ' 
peoples in a speech direci^ 
at Turkey, under fiiv for the 
treatment of hs Kurdish 
minority. 

‘True hfflnmony ivithin a 
nation and between countries 
can only be maintained if the 
natural and legitimate differ- 
ences between peoples, 
rather than being repress^ os 
a cause of division, are seen 
as an enriching retUity." the 
Pope told die new Turkish 
ambassador to the Holy See. 
Alton Guven. 

Without mentioning the 
Kurds by name, he said: 
"Rigorous tespea for the cul- 
tural. moral and spiritual 
needs of individu:d.s and 
communities, based on tbe 
digitity of the person and on 
the specific id^tity of each 
community, is an es>ential 
requinsnent for the well- 
being of o'cry society." 

About one-fifth of Ttukey's 
60 million people are ethnic 
Kunls. Many are fully inte- 
grated, but others chafe at 
being denied cultural free- 
doms. such as Kurdish 
schools and tKoodcasring. 

Turkev* ha.s been fighting a 
nearly 14-year-old war 
agiUnsi a small group of 
Kurdish rebels it labels terror- 
isL The eampiugn has 
brought charges of harsh 
repression and human right-s 
violations. which have 
become a stumbling block in 
efforts to grow closer to 
Turkey '.s Eurc^reon allies. 

Respeu for the cuhural tra- 
ditioas of a separaiu people 
allows 3 country ‘To present 
iLsdf within the imcnutionol 
communrt}' us an example of 
th^ peace and harmony 
which should prosail 
throughout the wcvld," Pope 
John Paul said. 



JAPAN'S SPARKLING CHRISTMAS: A couple is silhouetted in front of a Christmas 
tree lit up at a Tokyo park Saturday. The four metres-tall tree shaped by 3,000 cham- 
pagne glasses containing yellow liquid attracts visitors to the park until Dec. 25 ( AP 
Photo) 


Egypt takes on U.K. PR firm 
to repair battered image 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian government has 
engaged the services of a 
Briti^ {xjblic relations firm 
CO nsatne overseas confi- 
deiKTc following the Luxor 
mas.sacrc on Nov. 17 in 
which 58 fcxeipi holiday- 
makers were killed. 

Hie deal hud been signed 
with Lowe Bell Good 
Relations, the Egyptian 
KNirism miniscry said 
Saturday. It gave no details of 
the valite or duration of the 
cxmtraa. 

The Britii^i firm confirmed 
that it was now working for 
the Egyptian government. 
“The ^ypiian Ambassador 
Adel El Oazzor is seeking 
advice on how best to look to 


protect tourism and restore 
confidence and I do not think 
anyone is under any illusions 
about what the situation is 
like." chairman Jeffrey Lyes 
told AFP. 

“Our main task will be to 
ensure people know what Is 
going on in the country and 
10 ensure that tourists know 
they can travel .safely." 

Mr. Guzzar defended the 
decision to engage a public 
relations firm in Saturday's 
edition of the government- 
owned newspaper AI Ahram. 

“Developed countries often 
rcson to public relations after 
terrible cvenLs." he said. 

A mass stay-nway by over- 
seas louri.si.s has decimated 
Eg>T>t’s key tourism .sector 


and the government has been 
forced to massively scale 
down its hopes for future 
earnings. 

Receipts had been expected 
to rise to $4 billion next year 
from $.^.6 billion this year. 

h is the second time in 
recent years that the Egv'piian 
govemmem has token on a 
Western public relatiorcs 
firm. 

Following the first wa\*e of 
attacks in the current Islomi.st 
campaign w'hich began in 
1992. the Egyptian govern- 
ment engaged the services of 
another firm. Its services 
consi.sied mainly of distribut- 
ing publicity videos on 
Egyptian anliquitie.s. 


Israel’s arsenal should face same 
restrictions as Iraq — Tlass 


KUWAIT cm' (AFP) — 
Israel's weapons ar.scnal 
should be .subject to the 
same fr.s!riciion.s as Iraq, 
wliilc Arabs have the right 
to des'clr^ any weapons to 
counter the lu^li suic. 
Syria's defence minister 
$^d in remarks Saturday. 

“How can wc ju.’4ify giv- 
ing a free hand u> Israel's 
research into strengthening 
and developing every means 
of mass destmetion. while 
blockading Iraq on the pre- 
icxl that it has some biolog- 
ical wcapniis." Mustapha 
Tlass .said. 

Tbe defence minister told 
AI Rai AI Aam thai Iraq “i.s 
yicldii^ to [U.N.I Security 
Council resotutions and 
implefncnting llicm." refer- 


ring to demands that 
Baghdad dismantle il.s 
weapon.s of ma-ss desiruc- 
tion under U.N. supers'i- 
.sion. 

“Syria and other Arab 
slaic-s have the right to 
develop the defensive 
weapons ihai they sec 
appropriate to he able (n 
confront hostile Israel." Mr. 
Tla.s.s told the Kuwaiti daily 
when o.skcd about I.srael'.s 
arsenal. 

The minister added that 
Israel “does not hesitate to 
practice iLs daily attacks 
upon uur (Arubl people in 
the occupied lerriiorics and 
Lebanon, and continues lo 
occupy a piece of our land" 
in ihc Golan Heights. 

“Our armed forcc.s arc 


ready to confront any likely 
aggression launched on us 
by Israel or anyone else." 
the minister added. 

Arab stales accuse Israel 
of developing nuclear and 
other weapons of ma.ss 
destruction that threaten the 
region, although Tel .Aviv 
ha.s never admitted to hav- 
ing any nuclear capability. 

Israel has accused Syria of 
developing chemical arm.s. 

An oil embargo imposed 
by the U.N. on Iraq after the 
1990 lnva.sion of Kuwait 
cannot be lifted until 
inspectors certify that Iraq 
n*> longer ha.s any weapons 
of m.Tss de.struciiun. includ- 
ing nuclear, chemical or 
biological arm.s. 


U.S. trying to help resolve Yemen-Saudi border row 


SANAA (R ) — The United 
States is trying id help 
resolve a long-running bor- 
der dispute between Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen, the 
U.S. ambassador to Sanaa 
said on Saturday. 

"(The United Stales] is 
not a mediator, but wc arc 
trying to play a fruitful role 
through dialogue with the 
two sides." David Ncwion 
told a new.s conference. 

“We welcome a peaceful 
solution to the border issue 
between Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia.” he -iaid. “1 believe 
there was progress 
.ichieved recenfiv." 


Yemen's foreign and 
interior ministers travelled 
to Saudi Arabia about a 
week ago for the most 
recent round of talks on the 
border row, which ha.s fes- 
tered for over 60 yean*. 

Yemen’s President AN 
Abdullah Saleh had indi- 
cated the trip was more 
than rourinc and paved the 
way for a final scitlemeni. 

llie visit came a few days 
after a Saudi newspaper 
reported Yemeni I'orces 
killed two Saudis and 
wounded tlircc others in a 
border clash. A Yemeni 
nppi»vition paper had saul 


curlier that three Yemeni 
soldiers and six Saudis 
were killed during a border 
clash Nov. 17. It blamed 
the Saudis for the con- 
frontation. 

Oil-rich Saudi Arabia and 
impoverished Yemen had 
several minor clashes in u 
Iwrdcr area potentially rich 
in oil and gas before sign- 
ing a 1995 memorandum 
of understanding on the 
issue. They have since held 
a scries of talk.s to resolve 
Ihc row'. 

An olTicial told Reuters 
that Army Chid* of Staff 
Abdullah AN Elcwah left 


for Saudi Arabia on 
Saturday for fresh talks. 

Mr. Elewah heads his 
Cvtuntry's delegation to the 
joint '^’emeni-Saudi mili- 
tary comniiiictf formed in 
accordance with the mem- 
orandum fo prevent mili- 
tary moves or the cstah- 
li.shincm of new militurv 
posts along the disputed 
border. 

'The committee wj)i 
holds its ninth meeting in 
the Saudi capital accordinc 
to the mcinnrandum o? 
understanding," the official 
said. 



Egyptian court 
says no alimony 
for obese woman 

CAIRO (R) — An 

Egyptian court turned 
down a divorced woman’s 
request for alimony, saying 
.she had forced her husband 
to leave her because she 
had put on weight and 
neglected her appearance, 
the AI Akhbar daily report- 
ed. It said an appeal court 
in the coastal town of 
Alexandria threw out the 
unnamed woman's request 
for S9.400 Sifter her hus- 
band complained that she 
had stopped looking after 
him and herself, which 
drove him into the arms of 
his secretary. The daily also 
quoted the husband as 
telling the court that his 
wife spent too much time 
consulting quacks in an 
effort to fall pregnant. 

Alien doctor on 
uranium diet fails 
to cure elderly 

PESCARA I AFP) — Two 
elderly Italians paid more 
than 600 million lire 
fS.'167.000) for uranium to 
feed an extra-terrestrial 
doctor they had been told 
would cure their ailments. 
Police said three tricksters 
persuaded the women that 
the alien, called Sagyr, 
could cure them provided 
he WU.S given uranium for 
nouri.>ihmem. They eventu- 
ully forked out 624 million 
lire before, having failed to 
spot any improvement in 
ihcir inlirmity. decided to 
call the police. The fraud- 
sters were jailed by a court 
in this Italian city to 30 
month.s and fined 1.5 mil- 
lion lire each. 

Father Christmas 
robs service station 

ASCHAFFENBURG 
tAFP) — Santa Claus 
made an unexpected early 
stop at a service station in 
this south-east Gemtan 
town overnight, pulling a 
gun out of his sack of 
goodie.s and making off 
with about $3,000. police 
said Saturday. “Give me 
the money, all of it." Santa 
told the two employees at 
the ca.sh register, firing sev- 
eral gunshots to show he 
was serious. He managed 
to flee after the hold-up. 

Old-styie catamaran 
quits Peru on historic 
round-world sail 

LIMA (.AFP) — A catama- 
ran built to an ancient tradi- 
tional design ha.s set soil 
from Peru on a seven-year, 
round-the-w orld mission to 
try to prove Chri.stopfier 
Columbus WO.S not the first 
to criss-cross the (xreans. 
The mahogany vessel h 
built accordinc to tech- 
niques u.seJ before 
Columbus landed in whai 
became known a.s the We.«r 
indies in 1492. Gene 
Savoy, who is organising 
the expedition, said'^the turn 
wus to show that people 
could have sailed the 
oceans between continents 
before Columbu.s and the 
Inca empires. 

Five per cent believe 
chocolates increase 
chance of sex — suney 

Washington (afpi - 

Five per cent of .American!' 
believe that giving a hot of 
chocolate improves iheit 
chances of gening .se.^. 
industry survey shows- 
Men are twice as likely as 
women to believe Ixweti 
chiicolatc increa-ses their 
chances of se.x — eight pfc 
cent of men versus ihr^ 
per cent of women- 
Nonetheless. 68 per cent of 
those surveyed said giviHr 
chocolates will not 
iniprovc chances for sc';, 
“There is a correlation 
twiween chocolates a°d 
.said Chip Huggins of 
See's Candie.s. one of tbe 
c«>tnpanics involved in th^ 
'iuivey. “We w'anied to i 
know how many men or 
"■omen would ackno^j' 
vdge that facL Some d«. 

there were quite a te" 
probably who probaW>' 
believe it (jut don't admit 



